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ANNEX C 
 
SHOULD THE BILL PROCEED AS A PRIVATE BILL 
 
1. What powers or benefits are sought by the Promoter which are in excess 
 of, or in conflict with, the general law and why they are necessary? 
 

The powers sought by the Promoter which are in excess of, or in conflict with, 
the general law are the statutory authority to: 
 
• Carry out authorised works which would otherwise give rise to actions 
  in nuisance 
• Interfere with railway crossings and with public and private roads for the 
 purpose of constructing those works 
• Stop up railway crossings and public and private roads both temporarily 
 and permanently 
• Vest public and private roads and spaces in, respectively, roads 
 authorities and private owners 
• Secure contributions towards the cost of utility diversions 
• Compulsorily use watercourses for the discharge of water from the 
  works 
• Acquire land and rights to use land compulsorily 
• Extinguish or suspend private rights of way 
• Enter land for survey purposes 
• Fell, lop or cut back the roots of trees or shrubs that interfere with or 
 endanger the authorised works 
• Disapply the requirement to obtain listed building consent for the works 
• Transfer these statutory powers to another body. 

 
In addition, the enactment of the Bill will automatically bring with it planning 
permission for the project without the need to make an application for planning 
permission. 

 
These powers are equivalent to statutory powers relating to railways 
throughout the United Kingdom, in particular those recently authorised by the 
Scottish Parliament. They are the powers necessary to ensure that the 
scheme can be constructed in a timely, efficient and economic manner. In the 
absence of statutory authority or compulsory powers, it is open to a person 
with a potential nuisance claim or a person whose land is required for the 
project to prevent the scheme proceeding at all, or only at disproportionate 
expense. While it is possible to obtain planning permission, consents to alter 
listed buildings and permit interference with public roads through separate 
statutory processes, it is more convenient and satisfactory in terms of overall 
consideration (including ability to object) for the consents to be sought 
together with the principal powers to construct and maintain the works. This 
reduces the risk to the project of delays and potentially inconsistent consents. 
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2. Are there any powers or benefits already enjoyed by the Promoter that are 

nonetheless sought by it under the Bill and, if so, why is it seeking these 
powers or benefits if it already has them? 

 
The Promoter does not have any of the statutory powers sought in the Bill. It 
could only seek separate consents or attempt to obtain the agreement of 
affected parties (see Question C1). 

 
3. What statutory powers enable the Promoter to promote a Private Bill? 
 

The Promoter does not have or need specific statutory powers to promote a 
private Bill. 

 
Network Rail Infrastructure Limited is a limited company. It therefore has the, 
effectively unlimited, legal capacity given to limited companies generally by the 
Companies Act 1985 (c. 6). 

 
Network Rail Infrastructure Limited was formed for the purpose (very broadly) of 
owning, maintaining, developing and managing the United Kingdom’s main 
railway infrastructure. The promotion of the Bill has been approved, as 
described in the Group Company Secretary’s letter set out in the Promoter’s 
Statement (paragraph 252) and in accordance with the company’s corporate 
governance arrangements. 
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