
 

Response to the Peer Review by Bond Pearce LLP of the Airdrie-Bathgate 
Railway and Linked Improvements Environmental Statement  
 
Network Rail, as Promoter, welcomes the findings of the Peer Review by Bond 
Pearce LLP of the Airdrie-Bathgate Railway Line Environmental Statement (ES), 
recognising the level of work involved to ensure it conforms to all legal 
requirements and ensure it is adequate to inform the Committee’s determination 
of the Private Bill. 
 
The preparation of the ES incorporated the requirements of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999, as amended by the EIA 
(Scotland) Regulations 2002. 
 
As a result, the description of the project and the consideration of alternatives are 
comprehensively described and set out in this ES, along with a clear description 
of aspects of the environment likely to be affected. 
 
In terms of scoping and consultation, the Promoter welcomes the comments of 
the Peer Review in Paragraph 6. A comprehensive scoping and consultation 
exercise was undertaken for this ES, and included all mandatory consultees with 
their comments taken on board during the preparation of the ES. This exercise 
was invaluable in preparing a comprehensive and informed ES and ensuring that 
all environmental issues were covered. 
 
In relation to Impact Assessment Methods, the Promoter felt it appropriate to 
follow best practice and incorporated advice from the SNH Guidance on EIA. The 
Promoter felt it would make for easier reading if each chapter followed this 
structure and is pleased that the Peer Review has highlighted this approach and 
found that the summary at the beginning of each chapter was a helpful inclusion. 
 
In preparing the Non-Technical Summary, the main aim was to ensure that it was 
easily understandable for general members of the public and free of technical 
jargon and abbreviations. The Promoter agrees with the statement by the Peer 
Reviewer in Paragraph 8 and believes that this aim was successfully achieved. 
 
The Promoter believes it is important that the ES should be well structured, easy 
to find information and should include appropriate cross-referencing of 
information. The need for the document to be read as a single document was 
also an important consideration in the preparation of the ES, with consistent 
terminology throughout. As a result, the Promoter welcomes the findings of 
Paragraph 9, Quality of Presentation. 
 
The Peer Review states that the ES contains a limited number of figures. The 
Promoter is quite surprised with this statement considering that the ES contains 
circa 120 figures, and it is believed that this is more than sufficient to assist the 
presentation of data. 

 



 

 
Overall, the Peer Review endorses the approach, methodology and presentation 
of the ES and concludes that the ES is adequate to inform the decision on the 
Private Bill and conforms to the legal requirements of the relevant regulations. 
 

 


