
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
 
North Lanarkshire Council’s Written Evidence in Respect of the Bill’s General 

Principles and Adequacy of Accompanying Documents 
Additional information Following Oral Evidence Hearing of 11 September 2006
 
1. Following the oral evidence hearing on the 11 September 2006, the Bill 
Committee requested further written evidence from North Lanarkshire Council in 
respect of a number of specific issues. Please find detailed below the additional 
information, preceded by the specific question.  
 
2.  I have also supplied, for clarity, information in respect of one of the follow-up 
questions asked of the promoter, concerning the housing forecasts & employment 
figures for Plains used in the modelling. A number of these statistics were stated at 
the oral evidence session, though it was felt it would be of assistance to reproduce 
them in this response.  
  
3.  What improvements should the promoter make to the proposed cycle 
route and what is North Lanarkshire Council's assessment of the work 
required to give to effect these improvements and the cost?  
 
4.  North Lanarkshire Council feel that the main problem with the proposed on-road 
section from the edge of Airdrie to Caldercruix (in particular the section along Main 
Street, Plains A89) is that, it is not a like for like replacement.  

 
5.  NLC are of the opinion there should be both a more direct (commuting) cycle 
link between the villages of Plains and Caldercruix and an alternative safer and 
more rural route to the south of the rail line. This would be in keeping with the 
original aims and objectives of the North Calder Heritage Trail. A considerable 
amount of funding, European and domestic, has been invested in developing this 
industrial and natural heritage trail from Summerlee Heritage Park, Coatbridge, 
westwards along the Monkland Canal and eastwards along the North Calder Water 
to Caldercruix.   At present much of the NCN75/NCHT between Airdrie and 
Caldercruix is used for leisure activities such as running, walking, horse riding and 
bird watching, as opposed to simply being a cycle route.  

 
6.  The loss of such a rustic, quiet and attractive route, away from car fumes and 
noise, will have a detrimental effect on user numbers. The trail is widely used by 
walking groups from out with North Lanarkshire. At present, Ramblers Group and 
individuals can take public transport as far as Caldercruix and walk back to Blairhill 
or Sunnyside Rail stations.  

 
7.  NLC would be willing to identify an alternative NCHT route, after public 
consultation, and would also be prepared to project mange the development of 
such a route as it is understood this alternative trail would fall outside the area of 
land referenced in the Bill. It is suggested that funding for the implementation of 
this route should be set aside from the rail track contract. There are no costs 
currently available for this alternative, although the council was recently awarded 
funding to carry out a path network study immediately to the east of Caldercruix 
and intends to extend that study to encompass the route noted above. 

 
 
 
 
 



(Enclosed plan “Alternative Route” image 1 - shows possible line alternative heritage trail. 
 Route shown as an example only)  

 
 

 
 
 
8.  As can be seen from associated photographs (see image 1) the alternative 
route will retain a more rustic appearance and could incorporate existing Public 
Rights of Way, Woodland Grant Schemes, and utilise new powers to create core 
paths under terms of Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 without need for CPO’s. 
This would ensure costs would be kept to a minimum.  Furthermore, the 
development of an alternative NCHT route could act as a catalyst to develop wider 
links to the community of Salsburgh. Again using existing ROW’s etc, a more or 
less off-road link could be developed between Salsburgh and the new rail station at 
Caldercruix. (See image 2) 

 
 



 
(Image 2) 
 

        
 

 
 
 
9.  Is North Lanarkshire Council in dialogue with the promoter over such 
improvements and how hopeful is it of these being made? 
 
10. North Lanarkshire Council has had a number of discussions with Network 
Rail concerning alternate route options throughout the development of the project. 
It is acknowledged that it will be very difficult to recreate the route as-was, that is 
along a flat, straight, car-free former railway. However, the aspiration remains to 
provide as good an alternative route as possible. 
 
11.  However, it is also felt that there may only be scope to provide options/ 
alternatives through the Bill on areas of land that are actually referenced within the 
Bill. One possible option may be that the council be provided with the funding set 
aside for this section of cycle track (Katherine Park Lane to Caldercruix) for the 
council to then use to match fund against. The Council would then be responsible 
for implementing the route/s they feel best fulfils all-user requirements. Ideally, if 
this option were to be pursued, the funding would be sufficient to implement the 
two routes highlighted above. This may be a feasible alternative, but would, of 
course, require further consideration and discussion. 
 
12.  What is North Lanarkshire Council's estimate of usage of the realigned 
cycle path compared with the existing path? 
 
13.  North Lanarkshire Council officers feel that usage will fall if the cycletrack is 
on-road, as many users will be put off by the volume of traffic that currently uses 
the A89. This is a busy road, which also is used to access two local quarries. 
Crossing the de-restricted main road to the east of Caldercruix may also be a 
disincentive to many potential users.  



14. Such –n-road sections reduce the attractiveness of the over all route for 
walkers, horse-riders, leisure cyclists, and the like. 
 
 
15.  [ Question to the promoter]  The promoter stated that the figures 
(housing forecasts, employment etc) used in its modelling forecasting were 
received from both local authorities in 2005. What figures would the local 
authorities provide in 2006 particularly in relation to Plains and Blackridge? 
[please submit both sets of figures to aid comparison]  
 
16.  The council supplied population and housing release information to the 
consultant (MVA) who carried out the Economic Impact and Locational Impact 
Analysis study on behalf of the council; they also carried out the modelling work for 
Network Rail. We also supplied housing release information directly to Network 
Rail in 2005. Some updates were provided subsequent to that, on request. The 
information was consistently caveated on the use of Local Plan information in 
forecasting during this stage; any such information was supplied more for 
information purposes. Several submissions have been received since 2005 along 
the corridor.  
 
17.  Planning permission is different, in that permissions have been granted and 
amendments applied for within the intervening period. The figures, as they are at 
present, that would be appropriate to be used in a model are noted below. 
 
Plains 
2001 Census population -       2291 
Current potential permitted or in-progress developments -  845 
(based on an average occupancy rate of 2.47) 
 
Total current estimated population figure for modelling -  3136
 
 
Note: We have previously supplied information in respect of potential future 
population changes in Plains. However, to a significant degree these are 
dependent on whether or not the rail re-opening scheme goes ahead and whether 
or not a station were to be provided in Plains. Consequently, we feel that it is not 
appropriate to use any of these longer-term additional figures in the model.  
 
 
18.  It is worth noting the previous population figures for Plains, as noted below:- 
 
1971 census- Plains, total population - 3,374 
 
19.  That equates to a drop in population of 32.1% between 1971 and 2001. The 
current housing increase figures therefore are essentially only redressing a long-
term population decline in Plains. 
 
 
20.  Economic/ benefit figures for Plains are noted below. It is our understanding 
that the model was built around a national income model of economic growth, so 
we would expect that the model results would only be reliant on data from 
ourselves to a small degree. 
 
 



21.  Benefits data for wards that lie adjacent to the rail-link is noted below.  
 
Incapacity Benefit Rate Figures:  
 

Incapacity Benefit / Severe Disablement Allowance Claimants at November 2005
By 2003 Ward Boundries
Source: DWP Information Directorate

LA Code LA Name Ward Name Census Population Aged 
16-64 (2001)

Total IB & 
SDA 

Claimants

Incapacity 
Benefit

Severe 
Disablement 
Allowance

% Rate of IB and SDA

320 North Lanarkshire Airdrie Central 2753 440 410 30 15.98
320 North Lanarkshire Bargeddie and Langloan 2965 470 430 40 15.85
320 North Lanarkshire Blairpark 2830 315 290 25 11.13
320 North Lanarkshire Clarkston 2900 340 310 30 11.72
320 North Lanarkshire Coatbridge Central 3195 485 440 45 15.18
320 North Lanarkshire Craigneuk and Petersburn 3119 495 455 40 15.87
320 North Lanarkshire North Cairnhill and Coatdyke 2668 330 300 30 12.37
320 North Lanarkshire North Central and Glenboig 3131 450 415 35 14.37
320 North Lanarkshire Plains and Caldercruix 2867 460 420 40 16.04
320 North Lanarkshire South East Cairnhill and Gartlea 2971 395 370 25 13.30
320 North Lanarkshire Townhead 2950 485 445 40 16.44
320 North Lanarkshire Whinhall 2973 470 420 50 15.81

Corridor Total 35322 5135 4705 430 14.54

Local Authority & National Comparisions

Percentage of population aged 16-
64 claiming Incapacity Benefit 2004.

North Lanarkshire Rate 12.51%
Scottish Rate 8.90%
Source: Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics. www.sns.gov.uk Extracted 12/09/06

 
Job Seeker Allowance Figures:  
 

claimant count with rates and proportions
ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis on 12 September 2006]

date March 2006
sex Total
rate Proportion of resident working age population estimates

2003 CAS ward
number rate

23C31 : Townhead 114 4.1
23C32 : Blairpark 67 2.5
23C33 : North Central and Glenboig 92 3.1
23C34 : Coatbridge Central 133 4.3
23C36 : Bargeddie and Langloan 102 3.6
23C41 : Whinhall 163 5.7
23C43 : Airdrie Central 116 4.5
23C44 : Clarkston 98 3.5
23C46 : Plains and Caldercruix 111 4.0
23C47 : North Cairnhill and Coatdyke 88 3.5
23C48 : South East Cairnhill and Gartlea 113 4.0
23C49 : Craigneuk and Petersburn 123 4.1
Total 1,320 3.9

North Lanarkshire 6,644 3.3
Scotland 95,361 3.0
United Kingdom 989,136 2.7

   Proportions for wards are calculated using the mid-2001 resident working age population.

Total claimants

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recent Employment Growth in North Lanarkshire.  
 

North Lanarkshire Last updated on 16/08/2006

Economic Briefing Next update due 13/09/2006
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North Lanarkshire
Economic Briefing

Number of employee jobs in years 1997,1999,2003
North Lanarkshire Scotland

Industrial group 1997 1999 2003 1997 1999 2003
(000's) (000's) (000's) (000's) (000's) (000's)

All industries 100.6 111.9 117.1 2,076 2,167 2,307

Agriculture, forestry 
& fishing 0.5 0.4 0.4 41 37 36

Production &
construction
Total 30.9 30.3 25.6 474 490 401
Energy & Water 2.0 1.2 1.7 42 41 37
Manufacturing 21.5 20.5 15.6 320 315 243
Construction 7.4 8.6 8.4 112 134 120

Services
Total 69.2 81.2 91.2 1,562 1,640 1,870
Retail & wholesale & ho 22.7 25.6 27.5 494 502 540
Transport & comm 9.1 9.6 11.0 108 119 122
Finance and business 11.7 12.5 15.8 307 332 413
"Other" Services¥ 26.4 33.6 36.9 653 688 794
¥ Other services includes Public Admin, Education, Health and Other Services

% Change in Employee jobs since 1997
North Lanarkshire Scotland

Industrial group 1997-2004 1999-2004 2003-2004 1997-2004 1999-2004 2003-2004

All industries 13.4% 2.0% -2.6% 12.3% 7.6% 1.0%

Agriculture, forestry -40.0% -25.0% -15.0% -10.6% -1.6% 0.4%

Production &
construction -21.0% -19.5% -4.8% -15.6% -18.4% -0.2%
Energy & Water -22.0% 30.0% -9.2% -11.3% -9.6% -0.3%
Manufacturing -32.6% -29.4% -6.9% -26.3% -25.1% -3.0%
Construction 13.0% -2.7% 0.0% 13.4% -5.4% 5.6%

Services 29.1% 10.0% -2.0% 21.3% 15.5% 1.3%
Retail & wholesale & ho 20.4% 6.8% -0.5% 9.9% 8.1% 0.3%
Transport & comm 18.4% 12.2% -2.3% 17.8% 7.2% 4.2%
Finance and business 53.9% 44.0% 14.3% 36.6% 26.3% 1.5%
"Other" Services¥ 32.7% -1.1% -10.0% 23.5% 17.2% 1.4%
¥ Other services includes Public Admin, Education, Health and Other Services

Contact: Labour Market Statistics Enquiries - 0141-242-5446
Scottish Executive, Analytical Services Division or e-mail labour-market.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

 



 
22.  Employment Forecasts: Extracted from SLIMS Labour Market Statement for 
North Lanarkshire 2005. Table 12.2 extracted from page 53 of the SLIMS Labour 
Market Statement (2005) for North Lanarkshire. Total employment in North 
Lanarkshire7 is expected to continue its recent positive performance. We expect 
there to be an additional 7,100 jobs in the area by 2010, a growth of 6%. This is the 
fastest predicted change for any area in the West of Scotland, well in excess of the 
rate of growth expected for Scotland as a whole (2%), and notably higher than the 
4% predicted for the UK. (Page 51, SLIMS Labour Market Statement for North 
Lanarkshire, 2005).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
	Plains 


