
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
 
North Lanarkshire Council’s Written Evidence in Respect of the Bill’s General 

Principles and Adequacy of Accompanying Documents 
Additional information Following Oral Evidence Hearing of 25 September 2006
 
1. Following the oral evidence hearing on the 25 September 2006, the Bill 
Committee requested further written evidence from North Lanarkshire Council in 
respect of appropriate measures to control the level of noise arising from the 
works. Please find detailed below the additional information.  
 
2.  The council previously outlined appropriate working times and the like within the 
written evidence previously submitted. That remains the basis of our comments 
that we would like the Committee to consider. The verbal comments made at the 
oral evidence session on 25 September and the comments noted below are 
essentially supplementary to the details within that document. 
 
3.  During construction of the railway, it is noted that Network Rail intend to rely to 
a large extent on Section 61 consents under the Control of Pollution Act 1974 
(COPA).  For the construction operations within North Lanarkshire we feel that the 
associated noise and vibration would best be controlled by restricting the hours of 
operation to 8.00am – 7.00pm Monday to Friday; 8.00am – 1.00pm Saturday, with 
no noise producing works on Sundays or Public Holidays.  Any work out with these 
hours would require North Lanarkshire Council’s agreement, which would be 
considered taking into consideration local circumstances and/ or geographical 
location. It would be anticipated that agreement would be given unless there was 
good reason to withhold that agreement. 
 
4.  Section 61 agreements (under COPA) tend to be overly bureaucratic, giving 
little flexibility to either the promoter, Network Rail, or the local authority.  

 
5.  Section 61 agreements are made between developers, generally, and local 
authorities setting levels on the noise which contractors could make usually during 
the nighttime hours.  Once these agreements are made, contractors can produce 
noise up to the agreed level no matter what the level of public complaints. 

 
6.  However, the reaching of an agreement between such parties typically tends to 
involve time consuming and protracted negotiation. 

 
7.  Therefore, in this particular case, it is felt that the railway could be constructed 
within North Lanarkshire without need for Section 61 agreements. 

 
8.  The upgrading of the line between Airdrie Station and Drumgelloch Station 
could potentially be accomplished by temporarily closing that section of the line, 
and providing an alternative bus service between the stations for the passengers 
who would use that section of the line for the period of upgrading.  It is appreciated 
that this would inconvenience a limited number of passengers, however, it would 
provide relief to a significant number of residents who reside in proximity to the line 
from the noise that would be produced by the construction operations throughout 
the night. 

 
9.  The section between Drumgelloch and Bathgate is a completely new track, and 
its construction involves no inconvenience to rail passengers.  These construction 
operations should be able to be carried out without need for any nighttime working 



whatsoever, at no inconvenience to Network Rail or to the residents who reside in 
proximity to the intended track. 

 
10.  However, it is worth highlighting that the processes involved in getting 
agreement on the management of the construction of specific sections of track to 
avoid or reduce noise and other associated construction problems, as well as the 
operations to monitor and if necessary enforce those agreements and legislative 
requirements, will involve the council in considerable resource implications. It may 
be worth considering the potential for engaging a third party to assist in these 
monitoring, etc, operations for the duration of the works period. 
 


