
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
 
North Lanarkshire Council’s Written Evidence in Respect of the Bill’s General 

Principles and Adequacy of Accompanying Documents 
Additional information Following Oral Evidence Hearing of 18 September 2006
 
1. Following the oral evidence hearing on the 18 September 2006, the Bill 
Committee requested further written evidence from North Lanarkshire Council in 
respect of the bus feeder services that might be required to the rail stations 
proposed within the Airdrie-Bathgate proposals, together with an indication of the 
potential costs. Please find detailed below the additional information.  
 
2.  The council discussed this matter with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 
(SPfT), who have primary responsibility for bus operations throughout the 
Strathclyde area. I am aware that SPfT have already sent some information 
regarding Bus Route Development Grant applications directly to the Official Report. 
 
3.  They advised that despite discussions having taken place with bus operators, 
there have been no applications for Bus Route Development Grant for services 
between Airdrie and West Lothian. They also noted that West Lothian Council did 
secure Bus Route Development Grant funding in March 2005, for an enhanced 
service linking Blackridge, Harthill, Whitburn, Livingston; this improved service 
began about a year ago.  
 
4.  At present, there are up to five buses per hour operating commercially between 
Airdrie and Caldercruix, the 212 service operated by Henderson. Four of these 
buses go through to Blackridge. 
 
5.  The SPfT also have the 312 service, which is an hourly service operating 
between Coatbridge, Monklands Hospital, Clarkston and Caldercruix. This service 
runs in the evenings and at weekends, filling in some of the gap from when the 
Henderson service does not operate. 
 
6.  The 350 Airdrie to Blackridge service was withdrawn last year due to poor 
patronage. 
 
7.  It is worth noting that evening bus services that had previously penetrated into 
the residential areas of Plains and Caldercruix had been withdrawn as a 
consequence of vandalism issues. This may be a factor to be addressed in any 
future establishment of bus feeder services in the evenings. 
 
8.  In April 2002, SPT submitted a bid for Rail Passenger Partnership funding to 
enhance bus services linking Airdrie and Bathgate, in conjunction with West 
Lothian Council. That application was not successful. 
 
9.  SPfT advised that it would require a significant amount of work to accurately 
identify the practicality, cost and feasibility of which existing services could be 
extended, what new services may be required, and what other commensurate 
measures may be appropriate, to serve both the existing and new rail stations to 
the east of Airdrie, as well as better serve the existing rail stations west of Airdrie, 
accommodating the increased demand that would be expected to arise.  
 
10. The issue of competition with existing bus services would need to be 
considered, as would the potential abstraction of existing bus users onto the new 
rail service between Caldercruix and Airdrie. The figures noted below therefore 



represent approximate typical figures for potential bus service extensions/ 
additions.   
 
11.  To provide a new bus service, providing for a new route, would typically cost 
around £80 – 100k/ per annum/ per bus. Therefore, say, to provide a new service 
that would require the operation of 3 buses concurrently, the cost would be 
approximately £240 –300k per annum. 
 
12.  The extension of an existing bus service, say to have it operate for longer 
hours or over a wider geographic area, would typically cost around £40 – 50k/ per 
annum/ per bus. Therefore for the extension of an existing service, that would 
require alteration to the operation of, say, 3 buses, the cost would be 
approximately £120 –150k per annum. 
 
13.  It is noted that a revenue figure of £1M per annum has been identified to 
provide for subsidised feeder bus services to the new rail service. In view of the 
limitations of the current bus services in the area, and in the assumption that the 
potential increased demand for services in West Lothian would be similar to that 
likely within North Lanarkshire, it would appear that potential cost the of new and/ 
or extended subsidised bus services could quite feasibly exceed £1M.  
 
14.  The administrative arrangements for this £1M bus subsidy funding would 
require to be clarified. It is not clear whether Network Rail would administer this 
funding directly to the local authorities/ SPfT, or whether they would make the 
funding available to Transport Scotland, for the local authorities/ SPfT to then make 
applications to Transport Scotland.  
 
15. It would also be helpful to clarify how long this £1M funding would be available. 
It is not clear whether it is to be provided indefinitely, or up until the next rail 
franchise change, or whenever. It would also be helpful to have clarified whether 
the £1M is a fixed amount, or whether it is to rise in line with inflation, or be indexed 
against some other figure. 
 
16.  It is possibly worth highlighting the potential issue over having this subsidy 
provided over a considerable number of years, if that indeed is the intention. At 
present, the law allows subsidised bus service contracts to run for up to five years. 
Statutory Quality Contract arrangements would extend this to up to seven years. It 
may therefore be that the legislative arrangements for providing funds for bus 
subsidies over a sustained period beyond that may have to be examined, if that 
were to be the intention.   
 
 


