
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
 
North Lanarkshire Council’s Written Evidence in Respect of the Bill’s General 

Principles and Adequacy of Accompanying Documents 
Additional information Following Oral Evidence Hearing of 4 September 2006
 
 
1.  At the oral evidence hearing on the 4 September 2006 the North Lanarkshire 
Council panel were asked for some explanatory/ supplementary information that 
they were not immediately able to provide at the hearing. Please therefore find 
detailed below the additional information, preceded by a note of the general theme 
of what was being discussed/ what had been requested.  
 
2.  I would be grateful if you could deal with this, either for inclusion as a 
supplementary note to the record of the proceedings or as separate information to 
the Bill Committee, whichever you deem appropriate.  
  
3.  Other public transport infrastructure projects that the council is/has 
recently been involved with.  
4. The main projects are noted below:- 
 
- Gartcosh Multi Modal Transport Interchange – The council was the lead partner in 
the construction of a new rail station, opened in May 2005, and associated park 
and ride facilities, bus and taxi lay-bys, drop-off facilities, and improved pedestrian 
and cyclist access routes.  
- Gartcosh Industrial Interchange to Garthamlock – Arranged through Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport (SPfT), a Bus Route Development Grant for the 
extension of First Service 38 to service Gartcosh, the new Gartcosh Station and 
the Gartcosh Business Interchange. 
- Ravenscraig – The Ravenscraig site covers an area of some 455 hectares and is 
currently the single largest derelict site in Scotland, on the site of the former 
Ravenscraig Steelworks. The proposals to create a new town include the 
construction of 3,500 houses as well as a new retail centre having retail, leisure 
and sports facilities, and the creation of thousands of new jobs. New roads and 
cycle tracks have been constructed, with provision made for future bus penetration. 
Currently the feasibility of providing a new heavy rail station is being examined, in 
conjunction with considering options for re-locating an adjacent existing station.     
- Harthill Services on the M8 – The council was involved in the recent opening a 
new 100-space park and ride site, together with a new access road from Harthill, to 
access the express bus services currently running between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. 
- CSTCS Sub Group 4 – The council is involved in the study examining options for 
improving bus services and interchanges along the M8/ A8 corridor. 
- CSTCS Sub Group 8 – The council is involved in the study examining options for 
improving bus services and interchanges along the M80/ A80 corridor. 
- Allandale Station Study - The council has been involved in the study examining 
the potential for a new rail station and park and ride facilities at Allandale, and 
other improvements, on the Glasgow Queen Street – Falkirk Grahamston Rail line 
on the M80/ A80 corridor. 
- Greenfaulds Station – A new 400-space park and ride provision at the new station 
was recently completed. A new access road, together with a new roundabout onto 
the A73, is currently under construction, to provide a park and ride opportunity for 
vehicles on the adjacent A80.  



- Motherwell Station Improvements – Involved in the current study to examine 
options to improve bus/ taxi/ car/ rail interchange facilities and improvements to the 
station facilities.  
- In conjunction with this project, the council will be required to examine options for 
improving the park and ride provision at the existing stations to the west of Airdrie 
that are out with the scope of this Bill, to accommodate the anticipated increase in 
demand.  
- In conjunction with this project, the council will be required to examine and 
provide any additional pedestrian and cyclist accesses that are identified that are 
out with the scope of this Bill. 
 
 
5.  What have been the changes in population in Plains over the last ten/ 
twenty years? 
6.  A spreadsheet showing the changes in population figures for Plains, Caldercruix 
and Airdrie is appended to this document.  
 
 
7.  The issue of Development Impact Contributions towards the cost of the 
rail line. 
8.  Initial inter-departmental discussions have taken place, at director level, with a 
view to establishing a Development Impacts Policy in the forthcoming NLLP. 
 
9.  Our opinion on Developer Contributions is derived from Circular 12/1996. In 
light of that, our Policy will be called Development Impact in the forthcoming Local 
Plan. Essentially, the basic case is that if someone (a developer) benefits then it is 
not the case that they must make a contribution. Rather, it is all about mitigating 
impact. Essentially, we believe that if something mitigates an impact caused by 
their development, only then is it appropriate for the developer to contribute to that. 
In addition, impact must be established by a suitably robust analysis.  
 
10.  In terms of Airdrie to Bathgate, our understanding is that where the rail line is 
part of the solution to an identified transportation impact of a particular 
development, then it is appropriate to seek a developer contribution from that 
development towards the cost of the rail line. This is the basis of City of Edinburgh 
Council's Tram Developer Contributions Policy, which was approved by that 
Council in September 2004.  
 
11.  This is precisely why East Airdrie has been identified for further study as a 
potential expansion area, based on the rail line. If the rail line was not to be re-
opened, then East Airdrie could fail as an expansion area through the removal of 
the main common criterion across the 6 areas (although East Airdrie also has an 
A73 issue). 
 
12.  On the other hand, we could seek voluntary contributions towards larger 
costs of a project, even if that project is in all probability going ahead in any case, 
but this would be ad hoc, not backed by analysis linking to impact, with no way of 
enforcing, or insisting, that any such voluntary contribution be made without a 
change in legislation. 
 
13.  Primary mention is made of this issue in SPP1 (contributions policy can have 
supplementary guidance tied to a Local Plan Policy relating to it) and NPPG17 
(LTS MUST include the schemes for which contributions are subsequently being 
sought), with their roots in Circular 12/1996 (contributions MUST only be sought in 



response to a policy and only where they are necessary to allow the development 
to proceed). 
 
14.  Consequently, we had not any discussions with developers about their 
willingness to contribute to the Airdrie-Bathgate scheme. We are not at the stage in 
the local plan process to have these detailed discussions. There is also a wider 
council consideration, in consideration of competing demands and limited budgets, 
given that developer contributions in other areas are used towards local community 
facilities and improvements.  
 
 
15.  What further education facilities lie generally along the line?  
16.  In the local area: Coatbridge College. 
 
17.  To the west of North Lanarkshire: John Wheatley College, Stow College, 
Central College of Commerce, College of Building and Printing, Strathclyde 
University, Glasgow University, and Paisley University.  
 
18. To the east of North Lanarkshire: West Lothian College, Oatridge College, 
Queen Margaret College, Edinburgh College of Art, Moray School of Education, 
Stevenson College, Telford College, Heriot Watt University, and Edinburgh 
University.  



CENSUS 2001 : CENSUS 1991 : CENSUS 1981 : CENTRAL     
Population (in private residences)by Settlement    
     
Sett. 
No. 

Settlement Name C 2001  C 
1991 

Diff. C 01 : 
C 91

% Diff. C 
01 : C 91

C 1981  Diff. C 01 
: C 81

% Diff. 
Census 

01 : 
Census 

81

C 1971 Diff. C 01 
: C 71

% Diff. 
Census 

01 : 
Census 

71 
01 Airdrie 36,326 36,094 232 0.6 37,528 -1,202 -3.2 37,740 -1,414 -3.7 

03 
Annathill and 
Greenfoot 185 -185 -100.0  0 #DIV/0!     

06 Bargeddie 2,144 2,325 -181 -7.8 2,624 -480 -18.3     
08 Calderbank 1,663 1,596 67 4.2 1,878 -215 -11.4     
09 Caldercruix 2,031 2,557 -526 -20.6 2,248 -217 -9.7     
11 Chapelhall 5,214 4,076 1,138 27.9 4,619 595 12.9     
14 Coatbridge 41,170 41,974 -804 -1.9 48,301 -7,131 -14.8     
  Gartness       
18 Glenboig 1,548 2,223 -675 -30.4 2,312 -764 -33.0     
19 Glenmavis 2,268 2,171 97 4.5 2,215 53 2.4     

21 
Greengairs (460) + 
Wattston (591)  920 1,343 -423 -31.5 1,165 -245 -21.0     

26 Longriggend 136 -136 -100.0 150 -150 -100.0     
35 Plains 2,291 2,667 -376 -14.1 3,048 -757 -24.8     
37 Salsburgh 1,230 1,684 -454 -27.0 1,524 -294 -19.3     
  Upperton 195       

TOTAL CENTRAL 96,805 99,226 -2,421 -2.4 107,612 -10,807 -10.0     
       
                 
     
Summary:    
Note: 1991 figures were compiled by the former Monklands District Council. 2001 figures are from the GRO(S) SCROL web site.   
This may have led to differences in how the settlement areas were defined.    
     
Plains suffered a 14% fall in population between Census 1991 and Census 2001. Taking a longer view, it suffered a fall of 24.8% in the 20 years between 



1981 and 2001.    
The age profile of the village has altered in so much as retirement age persons increased slightly, from 415 to 432 (4%), whereas working age fell from 1,642  
to 1,359, representing a fall of 17%. School age persons fell from 466 to 355, representing a drop of 23%. The severe loss of working age population,   
with no sharp increase in those retired would indicate that economically active people are leaving and taking their children with them rather than the well  
publicised trend towards an ageing population.    
     
Caldercruix suffered a fall of 20.6% between Census 1991 and Census 2001, which is particularly severe when Census 1991 was generally considered to  
represent an undercount due to the impact of the introduction of the Community Charge. It may be that the "count boundary" was different, with Low  
Caldercruix perhaps being included for 1991 but not in 2001. The 20-year fall between 1981 and 2001 was 9.7%.   
The age profile of the village has remained fairly level, with a 3 point rise in the proportion of retirement aged persons largely mirroring a decrease in school   
and working aged persons.    
     
Airdrie's slight rise in population over the period 1991 to 2001 was within the context of a downward trend since 1971's peak.   
The age profile of the town altered significantly between 1991 and 2001, with a strong rise in those of retirement age mirrored by falls across other age groups 
The slight rise would therefore suggest an increasingly healthy elderly population perhaps being augmented by in-migration of retired persons.  
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