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_____ _____
 
Dear Phil 
 
The Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee have been considering a 
range of evidence at preliminary stage and I understand you are due to publish your preliminary 
stage report shortly. The evidence provided to the Airdrie-Bathgate Bill Committee at preliminary 
stage showed that there is a case for the construction of stations at Blackridge and Plains. I believe 
that this is an important development in the project which requires further detailed work and would 
be best achieved outwith the current Bill process. 
 
On Plains station, the evidence put forward by the Promoter was that there are significant issues 
regarding the viability of the potential station site.  The Executive will therefore ensure that a 
feasibility study is undertaken regarding Plains station and that this will be available at the start of 
the new Parliament in 2007. Following that report, the necessary process of consultation and STAG 
analysis will start as soon as possible in the new Parliament with a view to putting forward an order 
under the Transport and Works Bill, which is currently progressing through Parliament, or using the 
relevant local authority powers if that is more practicable.  
 
On Blackridge station, the Executive will ensure that the necessary process of consultation and 
STAG analysis will start as soon as possible in the new Parliament with a view to putting forward an 
order under the Transport and Works Bill or using the relevant local authority powers if that is more 
practicable.  
 
These proposals should enable the construction of the station to take place while the main route is 
being built. 
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As I stated to the Committee in evidence in September, the level of funding for the Airdrie-Bathgate 
project remains capped at £299.7 million in 2006 prices and there will be no additional funding for 
additional measures. Funding would have to come either from savings in the current budget or 
through external sources. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

     
 
 
 

            TAVISH SCOTT 


