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The following is a submission to the Committee considering the Airdrie-
Bathgate Private Bill. The submission addresses the specific issue of the 
absence of a halt at Blackridge. I am very supportive of the main Bill proposal 
to re-instate the rail connection as are my constituents. The absence of a halt 
at Blackridge however is the one single major concern raised with me by 
constituents. As an MSP representing Lothians which includes Blackridge I 
am presenting this submission to draw some issues to the Committee’s 
attention which may prove useful in their considerations.   
 
Summary: 
1. Blackridge station was not modelled initially without the inclusion of 

Plains – a site which failed the initial tests for inclusion but was included 
for ‘completeness’1.  This means that the possibility of siting a station at 
Blackridge was not treated fairly in the modelling. 

2. The modelling which was done indicated a lower population for 
Blackridge and its passenger catchment area than it should have and 
took no account of plans already in place for housebuilding and 
development in the area. 

3. The plans as they currently stand take no account of the very recently 
announced motorway junction (M8) at Polkemmet to serve the Heartland 
development in Whitburn which will bring additional park and ride 
possibilities to Blackridge and indeed Armadale off the M8. 

4. A halt at Blackridge will allow a degree of social and economic  
development in the area which would be more difficult to achieve without 
that transport link. 

5. Journey times would not be greatly affected by the addition of a station 
at Blackridge, and the line will not, in any case, be the line of choice for 
those wishing to travel between Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

6. The current plans could be easily amended to allow the two trains an 
hour intended to stop at Caldercruix but not at Drumgelloch or Armadale 
to stop at Blackridge, giving the same number of stops. 

In detail: 
1. The modelling for passenger numbers and journey times discounted a 

stop at Plains, excluding it early on as it failed the earliest tests2.  In 
spite of this, Plains was included in the modelling which denied 
Blackridge a station3. Blackridge was at a disadvantage from the first, 
being considered only when a station which failed the initial tests was 
also included4. 

                                                 
1 Promoter’s Memorandum, paragraphs 117, 120, 127 
2 ibid para 117 
3 ibid para 120 
4 ibid, tables in para 127 



The cost projections (capital and revenue) for each of the modelled plans 
showed little difference5.  A station at Blackridge, modelled without 
Plains, would show an even closer alignment of costs as well as creating 
a better service with no appreciable impact on journey times. 
Additionally, the current plans would not allow travel between Caldercruix 
and the other two stations.  Adding a stop at Blackridge, whilst not 
allowing such travel completely, would at least go some way towards 
improving travel between West Lothian and Lanarkshire.  There are 
social and developmental advantages to connecting communities on the 
line to each other as well as connecting those communities to the two 
cities. 
There was some passenger modelling which included Blackridge but not 
Plains commissioned as sensitivity testing after the initial testing when 
representations had been made by the people of Blackridge.  This had 
four options for including Blackridge, one of which exceeded the 
passenger numbers for the current plans and one was marginal, the 
difference between them being negligible6.  This would seem to suggest 
that there is a definite and quite healthy market for Blackridge station. 

2. The population calculation indicated that Blackridge residents would be 
attracted to Armadale7.  This, however, did not take account of the 
additional passenger catchment area for Blackridge which takes in 
Eastfield, Harthill and Greenrigg, increasing the catchment more than 
threefold with almost 4,000 people in Harthill alone.  It may also be the 
case that the population figures used for Blackridge were dated and took 
little account of the projected increase in the population.  Although the 
population projections used by the Promoter are not identified8, it is 
believed that the population of Blackridge was estimated at a little over 
1,000, while the General Register Office mid 2004 population estimates 
give Blackridge’s population as 14109 which will already have been 
increased. The population issue must be tested as West Lothian has the 
fastest growing population in Scotland.  
West Lothian has a growing population, but this growth does not spread 
itself evenly across the county, leading to some areas becoming more 
pressured than others fairly quickly.  Easing the commuting and 
travelling burdens by building a station at Blackridge would help to ease 
some of those early pressures, allowing better long-term community 
planning as well as helping to ease road congestion. 
Additionally, the economic development potential being enhanced by a 
new station would help Blackridge to grow, making the community more 
viable while gathering in some of the benefits of being a commuter 
dormitory. 

                                                 
5 ibid, para 137 
6 ibid, paras 138 - 142 
7 ibid, para 122 
8 ibid, para 121 
9 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files/04mid-year-estimates-settlements-
table2.pdf#search=%22blackridge%20population%22  

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files/04mid-year-estimates-settlements-table2.pdf#search=%22blackridge%20population%22
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files/04mid-year-estimates-settlements-table2.pdf#search=%22blackridge%20population%22


3. Another consideration is the plan for a new motorway junction at 
Polkemmet between Harthill and Whitburn which could also offer some 
potential benefits in terms of park and ride. It also brings the possibility of 
additional park and ride usage at Blackridge, taking traffic out of the 
corridor at an earlier juncture and easing congestion. 
Blackridge is currently an area signified to some extent by mobility 
deprivation, having a lower than average car ownership10 and being 
poorly served by public transport.  There is the possibility that the 
opening of the motorway junction may persuade some of the potential 
traveller base in Blackridge to use their own vehicle rather than driving to 
Armadale as is expected in the plans if there is no station at Blackridge. 
With no halt car users will travel to Armadale station on an already busy 
road past Armadale Academy adding to concerns about traffic and pupils 
on that road.  
 
Additionally, the current plans envisage non car users in Blackridge 
using the bus service to reach the station in Armadale.  The opening of 
the rail line may adversely affect the viability of the bus service, leading 
to cuts in the service, rendering Blackridge further mobility deprived with 
a less frequent bus service and poor access to the rail network.  Building 
the station at Blackridge would avoid this worsening of the current 
position. 
In the current plans, Armadale is only intended to have 188 parking 
spaces, and it may be a consideration that this would be insufficient 
should there be additional traffic loading from the new motorway junction 
as well as the predicted use by travellers from Armadale and Blackridge.   

4. Easier access to and egress from Blackridge will encourage economic 
development and the building of more houses, allowing the community 
and the communities nearby to grow in a sustainable manner, but it may 
also have positive effects on the social development of the areas. there 
area number of developers who have indicated their interest and are 
watching the outcome of the case for a halt closely. 
Allowing easier travel between communities allows better social 
interaction as well as easing social exclusion in those communities 
whether they are in North Lanarkshire or in West Lothian.  It will also 
allow people in those communities to more easily pursue leisure 
activities in other areas if they have easy access to transport facilities. 

5. One of the arguments against Blackridge is that it will increase journey 
times over the whole length of the line.  This is disingenuous for a 
number of reasons. 
Firstly, the line will not be the line of choice for those travelling between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh; that will remain the faster line which currently 
exists.  Bathgate – Airdrie is the completion of the link which has one 
terminus in Helensburgh and one in Edinburgh, and the current plans 

                                                 
10 2001 census, almost 40% of households with no car 



would mean that there were already 20 stations on the line between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow.  This line will offer rail links between the 
communities along the line and from them into the cities, adding a 21st 
station will not bring about a diminution in service, and addressing an 
identified problem11. 
Secondly, the current plans have alternate trains stopping at 
(Caldercruix) and (Drumgelloch and Armadale)12.  This means that every 
second train will have one less stop than the other.  Adding Blackridge 
into the Caldercruix trains’ timetable will still allow those trains to have 
the same journey times as the other trains. 
Thirdly, the Promoter’s Memorandum made clear that increasing the 
track speed to 100mph instead of 80mph would only save 3% on journey 
time along the whole length of the journey13.  This was rejected on the 
grounds of cost efficiency, with the implication that patronage would not 
be adversely affected by the longer journey time.  A stop at Blackridge 
was argued against by inferring that the additional time taken for such a 
stop would reduce patronage, however14.  Assuming that the train will 
not stop for any great length of time at Blackridge, it is difficult to see how 
a stop here will adversely affect patronage when the additional journey 
time created by a lower line speed does not.  Additionally, patronage 
may actually be somewhat increased by a stop at Blackridge if it is used 
by the community for social as well as business needs – one of the 
purposes of the line15. 

6. Finally, the addition of a station at Blackridge will not be overly 
complicated if it is factored in early enough.  The line will already be 
passing the site of the station, and the option of stopping the Caldercruix 
trains here makes it relatively simple. 

 
 
Fiona Hyslop MSP Lothians 
August 2006 

                                                 
11 Promoter’s Memorandum, para 66 
12 ibid, paras 134 and 127 
13 ibid, para 86 
14 ibid, para 124 
15 ibid, para 66 


