
 
 

 
Chief Development Control 
Officer 
Chris Norman 
 
County Buildings 
Linlithgow 
West Lothian 
EH49 7EZ 
 
 

21 July 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Fricker 
Private Bills Unit 
T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1 SP 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Fricker 
 
AIRDRIE TO BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
Thank you your letter of 30th May 2006 in which you invite the council to submit a statement on 
the recent consultation undertaken by Network Rail with West Lothian Council in connection 
with the promotion of the Airdrie – Bathgate Railway Bill. 
 
I note that the Bill has been widely publicised in the locality and I can confirm that the extensive 
information has been placed on public deposit here in County Buildings, Linlithgow. I am also 
aware that Network Rail has held extensive meetings with communities.   
 
I can also confirm that, on behalf of the council, I have had detailed discussions with Network 
Rail and their planning and environmental consultants, Ironside Farrar, on this project since 
December 2003. 
 
I set out below the extent of the consultation that the council as planning authority has had with 
the promoter and his agents and copies of relevant correspondence are contained in the annex 
to this letter.  
 
As you will see, the consultation held by Network Rail has been particularly helpful in 
addressing the planning and environmental impacts of the proposal and I am confident that, 
though the emerging code of construction practice and the prior approval mechanisms as 
outlined below, that there are adequate safeguards to protect the environment and amenity of 
residents during the construction and operational phases of this most welcome project.   
 
The/ 
 

 
 
 
 
Head of Development & Regulatory Services  Steve Field                 Development Control 
 



-   2   - 
 
 
The Council’s Scoping Opinion. 
 
Under the terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999 the 
council provided a ‘scoping opinion’ on the proposed scheme in February 2004.  During the 
compilation of this the views of the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), Scottish 
Natural Heritage SNH and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) were incorporated into the 
council’s response. 
 
I am please to advise you that I am satisfied that the matters drawn to the promoter’s attention 
were subsequently incorporated in the environmental impact statement. 
 
Inventory of Planning Permissions etc. 
 
The presence of the railway line through urban areas in Livingston, Bathgate, Armadale and 
Blackridge inevitably means that, since the lifting of the original track,  there have been 
planning decisions affecting the solum of the line and surrounding land. Again several meetings 
and exchanges of correspondence  have taken place between the council and Ironside Farrar 
setting out all those decisions that could have the potential to be affected by the proposed 
works in order to allow necessary consideration of mitigation measures. 
 
Procedural Meeting 
 
The council was represented at a meeting held in Glasgow on 1st December 2005 in which the 
planning and related parliamentary procedures were explained in full. That meeting proved to 
be very helpful in explaining the council’s role in  the consultation process and setting out the 
timetable for the various parts of the determination of the planning aspects of the Bill. 
 
Preliminary Comments on the Draft  Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Ironside Farrar forwarded key parts of the draft environmental impact statement, 
including the draft book of plans, to the council  in February 2006. 
 
Most usefully the receipt of this information provided the council the opportunity to carry out a 
detailed site inspection with the promoter and his agents and  this visit was duly held on Friday 
10th February. 
 
From the walkover, the council’s letter of 6th March set out specific matters that required to be 
addressed.   
 
A copy of the letter is attached. 
 
Importantly those matters raised in the letter are the principle issues of concern to the council in 
a planning and environmental context. 
 
Addressing the Planning and Environmental Matters raised by West Lothian Council 
 
Attached to this letter is a schedule that identifies those key issues that were highlighted in the 
council’s letter of 6th March and which the council requested to be addressed in the 
environmental impact statement. 
 
The/ 
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The first column sets out the issues raised in the council’s letter of  6th March. 
 
The second column is the response duly provided in the environmental impact statement to the 
issues raised. 
 
The third column sets out the council’s understanding of how each issue will be addressed as 
more details of the scheme are prepared.  You will note that the matters are, in the main, 
capable of being addressed in the code of construction practice that is at present only in draft 
from or through the prior approval procedure, details of which are set out below.   
 
The final column on the attachment confirms that in each case the council is satisfied that the 
issue raised has been addressed in the environmental impact statement and that adequate 
mitigation steps, principally in the code of construction practice and the prior approval 
mechanism are, or will be, in place. 
 
Indeed I understand that there is considerable scope for the council to work jointly with Network 
Rail in compiling the finalised code of construction practice.  In this regard you will note that 
issues such as noise, vehicle routing, soil storage, land reinstatement and tree protection are all 
key issues and I shall be seeking  mutual agreement to ensure that such works can be carried 
out with minimal impact on the environment and local residents.   
 
In the spirit of the discussions that I have already had with Network Rail and its advisors, I see 
no reason why  this cannot be achieved. 
 
Permitted Development Rights 
 
Following a recent meeting with Network Rail I can confirm my understanding of the interface 
between the Bill and the town and country planning system.  Part 11, Class 29 of the Town and 
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Scotland)  Order 1992 (the GPDO) grants 
planning permission for development authorised by an Act of Parliament, but subject to the 
prior approval by the council for a range of types of development.  I understand that there will 
be upwards of 40 applications made to the council for such prior approval. 
 
As discussed, and indeed  agreed with Network Rail, I or my colleagues would wish to be 
involved closely with the detailed design of all the projects that will require to be subject to the 
prior approval procedure.  In many instances the works will be de minimus and will be able to 
be processed through the planning system in a short timescale.   
 
In other cases, most notably the new stations, the GSM-R mast at Blackridge, the re-sited 
STVA depot, the Bathgate carriage works and some bridge re-alignments, early discussions on 
design matters will significantly help the prior approval process, especially when there are 
issues of amenity to be  addressed 
 
Access and the Cycleway 
 
My colleague, the council’s access officer is satisfied with the contents of the environmental 
statement, with the only exception being the realignment of the cycleway adjacent to the new 
access to Armadale Station.  I would hope that in the preparation of the prior notification for the 
road construction works the issue of the cycleway can be satisfactorily addressed. 
 
Further/ 
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Further details of the council’s position on access are set out in the letter  from my colleague 
Graeme Malcolm, the council’s transportation manager.   
 
Noise and Vibration 
 
My colleagues in Environmental Health have studied the relevant chapter on noise and 
vibration and note the mitigation measures proposed, particularly in the form of the 3.96km of 
acoustic barriers along the length of the track. 
 
Environmental Health support the development of the Airdrie - Bathgate Railway. Providing the 
developer is committed to adopting those recommendations contained within the relevant 
chapters of the Environmental Statement with regards to noise and mitigation measures then 
this service would have no objections.    
 
The Construction Code of Conduct 
 
This is clearly a key document  and while the current draft can form the basis of further 
discussions I will welcome the opportunity to work with Network Rail to frame the 
requirements in a manner similar to enforceable planning conditions that would 
otherwise be contained within a planning permission. 
 
Finally I can confirm that his letter and attachments are to construed as the council’s statement 
under Rule 9A.6A of Standing Orders. 
 
This letter  should of course be read in conjunction with the letter from the council’s 
Transportation Manager and which sets out the council’s  support form the Bill in transportation 
and strategic planning terms. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Norman 
Chief Development Control Officer  
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BATHGATE-AIRDRIE RAILWAY LINE  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

COMMENTS BY West Lothian Council 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 19 
19/1  A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works and road realignment.  Such 
works should specify landscaping details 
for new embankments to be formed 
including the species, method of 
protection, height and method of planting 
trees, together with details of the 
maintenance work to be carried out in the 
establishment period. 
 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice.  

Sheet 20 
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sheet 21 
21/1  A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works and road realignment.  Such 
works should specify landscaping details 
for new embankments to be formed 
including the species, method of 
protection, height and method of planting 
trees, together with details of the 
maintenance work to be carried out in the 
establishment period. 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

  



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 22 
22/1 I note the proposal to form a 
construction compound to the north of the 
solum in an area characterised by birch 
scrub.  I do have concerns about the use 
of this land (ref 479) which will have local 
landscape and bio-diversity interest.  My 
preference would be for this land to be 
deleted from the scheme.  In the event 
that this is not possible, then full 
reinstatement of the land to birch 
woodland should form part if the 
environmental case. 
 

 
• 

 

 

• 

• 

• 

West Lothian Council notes 
the retention of the 
construction area in the 
birch woodland is included 
in final document. 

 
• Chapter 18 sets out 

acceptable landscaping 
requirements for 
reinstatement. 

 
• Bridge design needs prior 

notification under Class 29 
prior approval. 
Accept loss of birch wood 
land if required for 
operational purposes. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice 
should seek to minimise tree 
loss, especially round 
perimeter. 
Reinstatement to be set out 
in Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice, as 
amended by West Lothian 
Council. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

22/2  I  note the substantial derelict area to 
the south of the solum.  Clearly this is by 
far a better location for the construction 
compound.  Proposals in the EIS should 
set out the measures to afford 
rehabilitation of the land after working has 
ceased, including removal of existing 
pockets of dereliction 
 

• • Chapter 18 sets out 
acceptable generic 
landscaping requirements 
for reinstatement. 

To be reinstated in 
accordance with Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice, as agreed by West 
Lothian Council or 
amended. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

22/3  Plans should show the after 
treatment of the reinstated access road 
leading to the quarry, together with its 
surfacing. Such works should specify 
landscaping details for new embankments 
to be formed including the species, 
method of protection, height and method 
of planting trees, together with details of 
the maintenance work to be carried out in 
the establishment period. 
 

• • Chapter 18 sets out 
acceptable generic 
landscape requirements. 

Detailed designs to be 
submitted as part of prior 
notification under Class 29. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

Sheet 23 
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 24 
24/1  A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works and road realignments in 
Harthill Road and west of Station Road.  
Such works should specify landscaping 
details for new embankments to be formed 
including the species, method of 
protection, height and method of planting 
trees, together with details of the 
maintenance work to be carried out in the 
establishment period. 
 

 
•  Appendix 11 sets out an 

assessment of the two 
bridges. 

 
• Details to be agreed under 

Class 29 submission. West 
Lothian Council are keen to 
support a qualitative design 
for the bridge. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

24/2 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 508, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement. 
 

• • Chapter 18 sets out 
acceptable generic 
landscaping requirements 
for reinstatement. 

Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice.  

24/3 Access to the construction area along 
Station Road could give rise to 
disturbance to householders on this road.  
Hours of operation for construction vehicle 
should be limited to 08.00 – 18.00 Monday 
to Friday and 08.00 – 13.00 Saturday 
mornings only, with no Sunday access.  
Details of the means of repairing the road 
surface after works have finished should 
be set out. 
 

• • 

• 

• 

Chapter 16 satisfactorily 
sets out mitigation of 
disruption during 
construction and working 
hours at 16.4.10. 

Out of hours working to be 
agreed. 
General acceptance, subject 
to confirmation in the 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice, and 
inclusion in the 
Environmental Management 
Plan, to be prepared by 
contractor. 
West Lothian Council to 
confirm these requirements. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

 
24/4  The siting of the 33m high lattice 
tower adjacent to the overbridge at 
Blackridge is not shown. I have 
reservations about the visual impact of this 
structure in close proximity to the 
settlement.  The reasons and justification 
of this site should be set out, along with a 
review of alternative locations.  The issue 
of electro-magnetic fields and ICNRP 
certification should be addressed.  The 
mast, wherever it is to be sited should be 
in a matt green colour and not a 
galvanised finish.  Details of any 
secondary user of the mast should be 
included. 
 

 
•  

• 

• 

• 

West Lothian Council note 
the green colour as set out 
in Appendix 8. 

 
• Approval required under 

Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
West Lothian Council will 
wish assurances on ICNRP 
certifications and the spread 
of radio signals. 
West Lothian Council will 
wish assurances on the 
siting of the mast and its 
effect upon amenity. 
West Lothian Council wish 
to understand why 
alternative locations were 
not used. 

 
Prior approval required. 

24/5  I note the proposed replacement of 
the bridge in Harthill Road.  The bridge 
acts as a focal point for this part of the 
village.  The design of the replacement 
bridge lends an opportunity to creating an 
enhanced focal point in the is part of the 
village and the EIS should make a 
commitment to enhancing townscape with 
a quality bridge design. 
 

• • 

• 

Acknowledge Appendix 8 
allows consultation with 
West Lothian Council. 

Approval required under 
Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice to 
refer to the need for 
consultation on design 
matters. 

Prior approval required under 
Class 29 (1)(a) of the General 
Permitted Development Order. 

Sheet 25 
25/1 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement if the 
construction area at site 508, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement. 
 

 
•  

• 

Chapter 18 provides 
acceptable generic 
framework for reinstatement 
works. 

 
• Approval required under 

Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice to 
include soil management. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 26 
26/1  The means of ensuring adequate 
wheel cleaning should be set out, to avoid 
the deposition of mud etc on the public 
highway.  The access road should be 
adequately surfaced and measures taken 
to protect the Barbauchlaw Burn at the 
crossing point. 
 

 
•  Chapter 16 sets out overall 

principles. 

 
• The need for road 

cleanliness should be set 
out in the Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 27 
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sheet 28  
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sheet 29 
29/1 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement if the 
construction area at site 562, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement. 
 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Appendix 11 describes this 
as part of the project. 
Chapter 16 describes overall 
construction principles. 

 
• Detailed approval required 

for the bridge under Class 
29. 
Soil storage can be 
addressed through the 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

29/2  Details should be provide of the 
landscaping specification for the 
overbridge at item 564 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals. 
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

Detailed approval required 
for the bridge under Class 
29. 
Soil storage can be 
addressed through the 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 30 
30/1 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works and road realignments over 
the unclassified road.  Such works should 
specify landscaping details for new 
embankments to be formed including the 
species, method of protection, height and 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 16 describes 
generic works. 
Chapter 18 describes 
acceptable reinstatement 
works. 

 
• Prior approval required 

under Class 29. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice on 
reinstatement to be agreed 
with the council. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

method of planting trees, together with 
details of the maintenance work to be 
carried out in the establishment period. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 31 
31/1 I have concerns over the use of 
compartment 600 as a construction 
compound, given substantial land exists to 
the south of the solum; this land should 
preferably be excluded.  In any event a 
specification is required setting out the 
means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 508, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement. 

 
•  

• 

• 

Chapter 18 describes 
acceptable landscape 
reinstatement for this land. 

 
• West Lothian Council notes 

retention of the proposed 
construction compound. 
Prior approval needed for 
access under Class 29. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice on 
reinstatement to be agreed 
with the council. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

31/2 Existing trees in area 604 should be 
protected from development.   A 
specification is required setting out the 
means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 508, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement. 

• • Chapter 18 describes 
acceptable landscape 
reinstatement. 

Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice on 
reinstatement to be agreed 
with the council. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

31/3  Concern is expressed about 
construction traffic arriving at this site from 
the east and though a residential area in 
Armadale.  Road cleanliness issues must 
be addressed.  Consideration should be 
afforded to traffic arriving and leaving this 
site from the west only. 

 
 
 

- 

• 

• 

There needs to be a limit/bar 
construction vehicles from 
Stonerigg Road, Armadale. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice 
requires to address road 
cleanliness, lorry routing, 
hours of construction. 

West Lothian Council will 
require this through the 
Finalised Code of Construction 
Practice the avoidance of this 
route. 

Sheet 32 
32/1 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 628, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement.  Particular care is needed 
to provide a landscaped feature on this 
important approach to Armadale and at 
the junction to the park and ride facility. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

Detailed approval from West 
Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice.  

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

• West Lothian Council 
wishes to emphasise the 
importance of landscape 
design. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 33 
33/1 A detailed method statement is 
required for the reconstruction of the 
overbridge  having regard to ensure the 
free flow of traffic, road cleanliness and 
the proximity of dwellinghouses.  Hours of 
operation may have to be limited to protect 
residential amenity 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

Appendix 11 and Chapter 18 
sets out acceptable generic 
landscaping. 

Prior approval required 
under Class 19. 
Road cleanliness measures 
are required in Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 
Hours of operation to be 
agreed. 
Noise barrier regarded as a 
building. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

33/2  Consideration must be given to the 
design and finish of the reconstructed 
bridge, including architectural detail on the 
parapets 

• • Appendix 11 sets out details 
of the work. 

Prior approval required and 
West Lothian Council will 
discuss detailed design to 
ensure a satisfactory finish. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

33/3  I have concerns about the proximity 
of the construction compound 654 to the 
houses at Station Road.  There requires to 
be a buffer zone here.  Additionally 
working times should be restricted to day 
time work only, and floodlighting, if any, 
carefully sited. A specification is required 
setting out the means of re instatement of 
the construction area at site 654, including 
the stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement.  Landscaping is particularly 
important here. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chapter 18 provides 
acceptable generic 
landscape specification. 
West Lothian Council 
wishes to emphasise 
concerns about the 
proximity of houses to the 
construction compound. 

Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice to be 
redrafted to incorporate 
safeguards to protect 
residential amenity. 
Soil management to be 
addressed through Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 
Safeguards for vehicular 
access to properties to be 
integral to the submitted 
Class 29 consent. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

33/4  Attention must be given to the 
proximity of houses to both the track and 
overhead pylons in the context of houses 
at Cappers.  In particular noise and visual 
impact must be addressed and 
appropriate mitigation measures 
implemented.  The effectiveness of 
screening should be discussed.  The siting 
of overhead pylons should be such as to 
avoid structures in direct visibility to the 

• 

• 

• Noise and vibration 
addressed in Chapter 13. 
West Lothian Council notes 
figure 4 (sheet 4/5) showing 
noise mitigation barrier. 

Noise barrier will require 
prior notification approval 
under Class 29. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

houses.  Potential for TV etc reception 
interference given the proximity of the 
overhead wires. 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

33/5  The station, platforms, lighting, its 
drainage and final position must be so 
located to avoid disturbance to adjoining 
houses  
 

• 
• 

• Chapter 13 on noise. 
Chapter 9 on visual impacts 
table 9.2  refers to 
substantial adverse impact. 

Addressed through Class 29 
prior approval; particular 
regard must be paid to 
residential amenity. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 34 
34/1  Recognition is needed of the natural 
habitats afforded by the opencast coal site 
restoration here.  In particular the wetlands 
and birch scrub have local environmental 
interests and should be protected where 
possible. 
 

 
•  Chapter 18 provides for 

reinstatement. 

 
• Finalised Code of 

Construction Practice to 
reflect sensitivity of this 
area and must minimise 
disturbance. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 35 
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sheet 36 
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sheet 37 
No comment 
 

 
- 

 
- 

 

Sheet 38 
A landscape specification is required for 
the overbridge at 708 
 

 
•  Appendix 11 sets out 

details. 

 
• Prior notification required 

under Class 29. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 39 
39/1   The residential property bordering 
the solum here is particularly vulnerable to 
noise.  Please set out the noise 
predictions and mitigation measures. 
 

 
•  Figure 13.4 (sheet 5/5) 

confirms barrier 13 causing 
minor impact on ground 
floor; moderate impact only 
at first floor. 

 
• Prior notification required 

for noise barrier. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 40 
40/1 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works and road realignments over 
the B7002.  Such works should specify 
landscaping details for new embankments 
to be formed including the species, 
method of protection, height and method 
of planting trees, together with details of 
the maintenance work to be carried out in 
the establishment period. 
 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

40/2  The residential property bordering 
the solum here is particularly vulnerable to 
noise.  Please set out the noise 
predictions and mitigation measures. 
 

• • Figure 13.4 (sheet 5/5) 
confirms barrier 13 to 
address minor impact on 
ground floor; moderate 
impact only at first floor. 

Prior notification required 
for noise barrier. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

40/3 I have concerns about the proximity 
of the construction compound 727 to the 
houses at Whiteside.  Working times 
should be restricted to daytime work only, 
and floodlighting, if any, carefully sited. A 
specification is required setting out the 
means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 654, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement.  Landscaping is particularly 
important here. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

West Lothian Council notes 
the retention of the 
compound in the 
Environmental Impact 
Statement. 
Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscaping specifications 
for reinstatement. 

Safeguards to be developed 
through the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 
Reinstatement must be as 
set out in agreed Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 
Bridge alteration subject to 
Class 29 approval. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 41 
41/1  I view of the focal point afforded by 
the railway embankment careful attention 
is required of the  landscaping of the outer 
northern face. 
 

 
•  Chapter 18 contains 

acceptable generic 
landscaping details. 

 
• Noted. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

41/2  A specification is required for 
landscaping of the access road to the 
motor depot,  particularly adjacent to the 
golf course. 

• • Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic details 
for reinstatement. 

Class 29 consent required 
for alteration to road and 
landscaping will be a 
requirement of any approval.

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

41/3  Attention is needed to mitigation 
measures to protect the water quality of 
the Bog Burn during construction works. 
 

• 

• 

• Appendix 11 describes 
watercourse protection. 
Chapter 15 sets out water 
quality. 

To be developed through 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

41/4  A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of the land of the existing 
Bathgate Station after the route 
realignment is complete.  In particular this 
high profile town centre site, which 
invariably will be subject to redevelopment 
interest must not be left in an unused 
state. 
 

• • 

• 

Council seeks clarification 
on future proposals on the 
existing station site. 

West Lothian Council 
acknowledges that this is a 
separate matter to be dealt 
with after the disposal of 
land. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice to be 
developed to provide 
safeguards for construction 
compound. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 42 
42/1 Further discussion is required in 
terms of the alignment of the access and 
the need fo traffic lights and separate ‘in’ &  
‘out’ provision 

 
•  Chapter 3 describes the 

station, car park, etc. 3.11 
detailed description of 
works is provided. 

 
• To be subject to prior 

notification under Class 29. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

42/2  In terms of the carriage and motor 
depot, the EIS should set out matters such 
as foul water discharge, the capacity of 
sewers to accommodate all  sewage 
effluent, and carriage washing effluent..  A 
noise assessment should set out night-
time noise levels, both existing and 
proposed.  Floodlighting must be carefully 
angled to prevent light pollution. 

These issues are described as 
follows:- 
 
• 
• 

• 

• 

Chapter 3: in 3.12 and 3.13. 
Chapter 15 describes water 
quality (Scottish Water 
confirm capacity). 
Noise is assessed in 
Chapter 13. 

Buildings require Class 29 
approval. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

42/3 Full details of landscaping for the car 
park and station surrounds should be set 
out 
 

• • Chapter 18 describes 
acceptable generic 
landscaping. 

Prior approval is required 
for alteration of access and 
buildings. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 43 
43/1 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works giving access to the 
recreation ground.  Such works should 
specify landscaping details for new 
embankments to be formed including the 
species, method of protection, height and 
method of planting trees, together with 
details of the maintenance work to be 
carried out in the establishment period. 

•

 

 
• 

 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 44 
44/1 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works.  Such works should specify 
landscaping details for new embankments 
to be formed including the species, 
method of protection, height and method 
of planting trees, together with details of 
the maintenance work to be carried out in 
the establishment period. 
 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

44/2 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 822, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement.  Particular care is needed 
to ensure road cleanliness. 
 

• • 

• 

Chapter 18 provides generic 
details. 

Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice 
requires to address road 
cleanliness. 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice 
requires to address 
construction works. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

44/3The access road into the STVA site 
must be designed to avoid the pond and 
mature trees south of the Bog Burn. 

• 

• 

• Chapter 18 sets out 
landscaping proposal. 
Chapter 9 landscape and 
visual impacts addressed. 

Class 29 approval needed 
for the access and West 
Lothian Council expects the 
road will avoid the trees and 
pond. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

• • 

• 

44/4  The construction of the car depot 
must not effect the trees lying to the west 
of area 840. 
 

Trees to be retained, 
confirmed by Chapter 18. 

Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice to 
reflect this. 
West Lothian Council to 
stress the need for tree 
retention. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

44/5 Details accompanying the EIS should 
set out the surfacing of the car storage 
compound, the means of lighting, surface 
water drainage. Hours of operation, noise, 
and in particular the effects on houses at 
Starlaw Gardens the impacts or reversing 
bleepers, security fencing and buildings to 
be erected.  Particular emphasis must be 
placed upon landscape mitigation on the 
boundary of the site and on its external 
boundaries and I particular the wide 
margins of the A7066 
 

• • 

• 

Noise issues addressed in 
Chapter 13: 13.13.3 and 
confirms no noise impact. 

West Lothian Council 
require detailed landscaping 
proposals at the design 
stage for approval. 
Prior approval under Class 
29 required for buildings. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

44/6  Physical works required to level the 
site will invariably lead to the loss of the 
undulating earth form on compartment 
839.    Mitigation should allow for the re 
contouring of this material to the south of 
field 840.  Conversely, the use of excess 
material for  the formation of mounded 
features within the depot area would have 
the positive effect of breaking up the 
extensive hard works. 
 

• • Chapter 18 provides 
acceptable generic 
landscape details and 18.4.3 
makes specific reference. 

West Lothian Council 
require detailed landscaping 
proposals at the design 
stage for approval. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

44/7  I am assuming that the site will 
incorporate SUDS and there will be proper 
regard for surface water drainage  
 

• • Addressed in Chapter 13. To be implemented through 
the Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 45 
45/1 The access road into the STVA site 
must be designed to avoid the pond and 
mature trees.    south of the Bog Burn.  I 
have concerns about the proximity of the 
proposed road and the pond. 

 
•  To be incorporated in 

detailed design works. 

 
• To be subject to Class 29 

prior approval and West 
Lothian Council expects 
appropriate mitigation and 
safeguards. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

   

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 46 
46/1  Comments on the STVA site are set 
out above 
 

 
• 

• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Chapter 9 landscape and 
visual impacts addressed. 
To be incorporated in 
detailed design works. 

 
• Class 29 approval needed 

for the access and West 
Lothian Council expects the 
road will avoid the trees and 
pond. 
To be subject to Class 29 
prior approval and West 
Lothian Council expects 
appropriate mitigation and 
safeguards. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

46/2 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works.  Such works should specify 
landscaping details for new embankments 
to be formed including the species, 
method of protection, height and method 
of planting trees, together with details of 
the maintenance work to be carried out in 
the establishment period. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

Detailed approval from West 
Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 47 
47/1 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at site 889, including the 
stripping and storage of soils and their 
reinstatement.  Particular care is needed 
to ensure road cleanliness. 

 
•  Chapter 18 contains 

acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.

 
• To be included in Finalised 

Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 48 
48/1 I have concerns about the proximity 
of the construction compound 907 to the 
houses at Waverley Crescent.  Working 
times should be restricted to daytime work 
only, and floodlighting, if any, carefully 
sited. A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at sites 906 & 907, 

 
•  

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.

 

 
• To be included in Finalised 

Code of Construction 
Practice. 
Mitigation required to 
protect residential amenity. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

including the stripping and storage of soils 
and their reinstatement.  Landscaping is 
particularly important here during the re 
instatement phase. 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

48/2  The EIS should specify the quantity 
of material to be taken off site to facilitate 
the works at Livingstone North station.  
Road cleanliness is a potential issue that 
requires to be addressed.  
 

• • Chapter 3.11 described 
Livingston North Station. 

Road cleanliness to be 
included in Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

48/3  Part of, and land to the west of, 901 
has consent for residential development. 
 

• • Point noted. Point noted. The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 49 
49/1 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works.  Such works should specify 
landscaping details for new embankments 
to be formed including the species, 
method of protection, height and method 
of planting trees, together with details of 
the maintenance work to be carried out in 
the establishment period 
 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

49/2  I have particularly strong 
reservations about the use of 
compartment 932 as a works compound.  
This area, comprising mature woodland 
should be removed from the proposals. 

•

 

 Note deletion of woodland 
area. 

N/A West Lothian Council is pleased 
with the deletion of this 
woodland from the scheme. 

Sheet 50 
50/1 A specification is required for the 
reinstatement of land to facilitate the new 
bridge works.  Such works should specify 
landscaping details for new embankments 
to be formed including the species, 

 
• 

• 

 Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

• method of protection, height and method 
of planting trees, together with details of 
the maintenance work to be carried out in 
the establishment period 

Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

50/2 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at sites 943 and 955, 
including the stripping and storage of soils 
and their reinstatement.  Particular care is 
needed to ensure road cleanliness. 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

Detailed approval from West 
Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

50/3 I have concerns about ‘working 
space’ at 954 given its proximity to 
houses.  The EIS should set out the use 
for this land , which should not be subject 
to noise generating activities out with 
normal daytime hours.  A specification for 
the restatement of this land is required. 
 

• 

• 

• 

• Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 
Noted as working spaces. 

To be developed in Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 51   
 51/1 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at sites 984 and 987, 
including the stripping and storage of soils 
and their reinstatement.  Particular care is 
needed to ensure road cleanliness. 
 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

 
• Detailed approval from West 

Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

Sheet 52 
52/1 The EIS should specify the quantity 
of material to be taken off site to facilitate 
the works at Uphall station.  Road 
cleanliness is a potential issue that 
requires to be addressed.  

 
• 

• 

 Chapter 3.11 describes 
provisions. 
Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.

 
• Road cleanliness measures 

to be developed through the 
Finalised Code of 
Construction Practice. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

• • 52/2 The EIS should set out landscaping 
details for the works at Uphall Station and 
the associated Park and Ride facility 

18.4.3 described details in 
general. 

To be subject to Class 29 
prior approval. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 



  

 

Comment made by West Lothian 
Council in March 2006 

Response in Environmental 
Statement 

Further Action Required West Lothian Council's position 

Sheet 53 
53/1   The review of the Bathgate to 
Waverley section seems to ignore the 
great crested newts at Drumshoreland 
and Roman Camp. 
 

 
•  Chapter 10 at 10.8.3 – 

10.12.2 contains survey and 
fencing as mitigation 
measures. 

 
• Finalised Code of 

Construction Practice to 
reflect status of species. 

 
The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 

53/2 A specification is required setting out 
the means of re instatement of the 
construction area at sites 1008 and 1015, 
including the stripping and storage of soils 
and their reinstatement.  Particular care is 
needed to ensure road cleanliness.  In 
addition, the area at Drumshoreland 
station should be re-instated to woodland. 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Chapter 18 contains 
acceptable generic 
landscape design proposals.
Appendix 11 describes the 
relevant works. 

Detailed approval from West 
Lothian Council is required 
under Class 29 (1)(a) of the 
General Permitted 
Development Order. 
Construction works to be 
agreed, along with site 
reinstatement and to be 
specified in the Finalised 
Code of Construction 
Practice. 

The issues can be addressed 
through the prior approval 
procedure or the Finalised Code 
of Construction Practice. 
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