
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements 

Bill Committee from West Lothian Chamber of Commerce 
 
West Lothian Chamber of Commerce members broadly welcome the plans to 
extend the Edinburgh-Bathgate line to Airdrie, thereby providing train access to 
western parts of West Lothian and an alternative route to Glasgow. 
 
Questions have been raised about the number of stations which should be 
included in the development.  The attitude of the Chamber is that a balance 
needs to be maintained between providing reasonable local access with speed 
and frequency of service, and this balance should determine the number of stops 
on the line. 
 
The key point raised by the business users is that the future success of the line, 
and its acceptance by all types of users, will depend on the extent to which the 
train services are co-ordinated with the local bus network.  We believe that the 
provision of a regular timetabled network of bus services, linked to the regular 
train timetable, is essential to encourage both regular and casual use of the train 
services. 
 
Users have to be able to plan journeys with minimal effort and have sufficient 
reliability that the services are easy to use for all types of passenger.  This can 
only be achieved if people can catch trains knowing that they are timetabled with 
set frequency and have confidence that they will be able to make bus 
connections when they reach their destinations. 
 
If the services can reach these levels of reliability and frequency then we are 
confident that significantly greater use will be made of public transport to travel to 
and from work, and much greater use will be made of public transport for ad hoc 
journeys from West Lothian to and from Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
 
The provision of access in western parts of West Lothian could be maintained to 
high levels by the West Lothian-wide co-ordination of train and bus timetables so 
that all communities, even if not directly served by the train, will have quick and 
reliable access within West Lothian and to and from other parts of Scotland. 


