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AIRDRIE-BATHGATE  RAILWAY  AND  LINKED  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL 
COMMITTEE'S  CONSIDERATION  OF  BILL'S  GENERAL  PRINCIPLES  AT  
PRELIMINARY  STAGE 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 28 June addressed to our Chairman, Charles 
Hammond, and for the opportunity to submit written evidence on the general 
principles of constructing a railway between Airdrie and Bathgate. 
 
I would say from the outset that I consider the proposal to be of major significance 
in planning for the continuing growth of the economy of Metropolitan Edinburgh, 
and that I am fully supportive of the general principles of the proposal. 
 
1. Background 
 

1.1 Scottish Enterprise Edinburgh and Lothian (SEEL) is the main economic 
development agency in Edinburgh & the Lothians, funded by the Scottish 
Executive through a budget allocation from Scottish Enterprise.  We have 
been partly instrumental, in recent years, to Edinburgh & the Lothians 
achieving a period of unprecedented growth in the economy, and recent 
analysis confirms that in terms of its contribution to the Scottish economy, 
it is clear that the capital city region continues to punch above its weight. 

 
1.2 However, this success brings with it its own problems which must be 

addressed if economic growth is to continue at or above that of our 
competitors.  These problems include:- 

 
• transport congestion becoming a genuine economic constraint, 

particularly in the M8/A8 trunk road network, making parts of 
Edinburgh unfavourable locations for businesses 
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• net growth in jobs, with skill shortages within the city region, in areas 
such as financial services 

• housing within the city at an affordable level further constrains labour 
and skills supply, leading to longer travel-to-work patterns. 

 
1.3 The Cities Review, published in 2003, emphasised the importance of 

Scotland's cities as growth centres for the economy;  further emphasised 
in the National Planning Framework for Scotland.  If our cities are to be 
competitive places and hubs of growth for the wider regional economies, 
attracting high value jobs and creative people, they have to be well 
connected, and to that wider region.  This is of particular relevance to 
Edinburgh as a major drive of the nation's economic performance, for the 
reasons highlighted above. 

 
1.4 In addressing the problems set out above, and very much in line with 

current national policy on economic growth, the re-instatement of the 
railway between Airdrie and Bathgate will create a rail connection which 
will increase travel choices and open new opportunities for employment, in 
support of Metropolitan Edinburgh's growing economy. 

 
2. Issues 
 

2.1 Transport 
 
2.2 The Scottish Executive's Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study, 

commissioned in 2002, identified that the M8 Corridor and associated 
trunk road and local road network suffered from traffic congestion.  This 
results from both the increased volumes of traffic using the east-west 
connections between Edinburgh and Glasgow, and also from a lack of 
alternative inter-urban travel modes, which necessitates increasing use of 
private cars accessing the motorway and trunk road network. 

 
2.3 Both West Lothian and Edinburgh have growing economies, the 

continuing success of which will rely on communities travelling from 
outwith the region to the employment hotspots of central West Lothian and 
Edinburgh.  The provision of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail link will serve the 
routes which commuters from outwith these locations are currently making 
by car, particularly from the key employment catchment of North 
Lanarkshire. 

 
2.4 Employment 
 
2.5 A recent study has concluded that between 2005 and 2014, 38,300 

additional full-time equivalent jobs are expected to be created across the 
Metropolitan Edinburgh economy.  However, over the same period, the 
city region's working age population is only forecast to rise by 27,800.  
This potentially leaves a gap of 10,500 jobs which will need to be filled if 
the region is to fulfil its forecast level of employment growth. 
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2.6 There are a number of options open to the region for ensuring that this 
gap is filled;  one of which is to plan for an increase in levels of in-
commuting to Metropolitan Edinburgh from outside the city region, in a 
sustainable manner. 

 
2.7 By re-instating the railway between Airdrie and Bathgate, employment 

opportunities in Metropolitan Edinburgh will be opened up to communities 
in North Lanarkshire, and for those in West Lothian who wish to travel to 
the west, which will help underpin the growth in employment which is 
forecast for Metropolitan Edinburgh. 

 
3. Housing 
 

3.1 The West Lothian Finalised Local Plan has identified land for up to 7,000 
houses which would be accessible by public transport, with the proposed 
new rail link forming an important element of the justification for a 
significant number of them. 

 
3.2 With the requirement for the Metropolitan Edinburgh economy to source 

an additional 10,500 jobs by 2014, as highlighted above, and with the 
Edinburgh housing market continuing to be inaccessible to an increasing 
number of key workers due to affordability, the provision of a sustainable 
transport link from expanding communities in south-west West Lothian to 
Edinburgh and from North Lanarkshire to Edinburgh, is a key component 
of the success of Metropolitan Edinburgh's expanding economy. 

 
4. Policy Fit 
 

4.1 The Airdrie-Bathgate rail link is included in, and supported by, a number of 
national and local policy documents, both explicitly and implicitly, which 
relate to transport, planning and economic development.  SEEL has 
monitored, and in some cases input to, the development of many of these 
documents, and has done so in support of the inclusion of the Airdrie-
Bathgate link as a key transport infrastructure project. 

 
4.2 The Scottish Executive's White Paper, "Scotland's Transport Future" 

(June 2004), specifically identifies Airdrie-Bathgate rail link as one of the 
main rail projects which will support the economy and expand access to 
opportunity.  The National Planning Framework confirms that the re-
opened line will "make a valuable contribution to the improvement of rail 
services across Central Scotland" - a policy which we believe should be 
followed up to support the resolution of the problems which the expanding 
Metropolitan Edinburgh economy is generating. 
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4.3 The Edinburgh & Lothians Structure Plan and the West Lothian Local Plan 
have allocated significant new housing land in their development 
strategies, much of which is dependent on the re-opening of the line 
providing a sustainable transport option to Edinburgh and to North 
Lanarkshire. 

 
4.4 Much of the Scottish Enterprise policy and objectives are derived from "A 

Smart, Successful Scotland", which has an economic vision for a 
productive, competitive and prosperous Scotland.  We know from our own 
experience, and from those of many of our European competitors, that the 
provision of transport infrastructure can be a catalyst for improved 
economic competitiveness as part of an integrated economic development 
policy.  The Airdrie-Bathgate rail link proposal, to re-connect the large 
populations along its route will enhance accessibility, not only to Glasgow 
and Edinburgh cities, but also to other major employment locations within 
Metropolitan Edinburgh, in a sustainable transport manner. 

 
5. Conclusion 
 

5.1 In summary, SEEL believes that the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail 
link is a key project which will help meet economic development policy 
objectives at local, regional and national levels. 

 
5.2 It will serve not only the expanding Metropolitan Edinburgh economy, but 

in so doing will create a new route between Edinburgh and Glasgow which 
will increase travel choices and open new education and employment 
opportunities to communities in West Lothian and North Lanarkshire. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JIM  McFARLANE 
 
 
cc Dave McCulloch, Team Leader - Development Solutions, SEEL 
 
 


