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1 August 2006 
 

Fergus D Cochrane 
Clerk to the Committee 
Private Bills Unit 
T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane 
 
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvement’s Bill 
Committee’s consideration of the Bill’s general principles at the preliminary stage 
 
Thank you for your letter of the 28 June 2006 on behalf of the Committee considering the Airdrie-
Bathgate Bill inviting SPT to submit written evidence to the Committee in respect of the general 
principles of the Bill. 
 
As you will appreciate, SPT as the Regional Transport Partnership for part of the area affected by 
the Bill welcomes any improvements to public transport infrastructure within its area. Obviously 
SPT is keen to work with Network Rail as Promoter of the Bill in respect of the detail and 
operation of the project should it proceed. 
 
I enclose a draft statement based on the areas identified in your letter to the Promoter dated 28 
June 2006. 
 
If you require any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely   
 
 
 
 
Ron Culley 
Chief Executive 
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AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 

WRITTEN STATEMENT – STRATHCLYDE PARTNERSHIP FOR TRANSPORT 

 

1. Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) is the regional transport 
partnership for the west of Scotland established by virtue of Transport 
(Scotland) Act 2005. Strathclyde Partnership for Transport is 
responsible for forming policies in relation to transport, strategies for 
transport, the implementation of those strategies and the direct delivery 
of transport services for over 40% of Scotland’s population in the west 
of Scotland. SPT welcomes the opportunity to provide the committee 
with its views and believes that its role not only in relation to the 
formation of policies and strategies for transport but the direct delivery 
of transport services in the implementation of those policies and 
strategies places it in a good position to provide guidance and support 
to the Promoter as part of the further development of the project. 

 
2. In respect of the request for evidence from the Parliament, SPT has attempted to 

address aspects of the General Principles of the Bill in respect of:- 

• The Railway within local, regional and national transport plans by considering 
the capacity, rolling stock, performance issues, timetable development and 
the impact on development of other key projects; 

• The Journey Times in respect of the chosen route; and 

• Accessibility and railway integration with regard to car parking/park and ride 
provision. 

3. SPT is supportive of the re-opening of the line between Airdrie-Bathgate and the 
creation of new North Lanarkshire and West Lothian journey opportunities. 

 
4. The Promoter acknowledges in its statement that one of the key issues that had been 

raised by SPT was the impact of the proposals on the existing services west of 
Airdrie. The potential impacts relate to capacity and performance more fully outlined 
below. SPT has worked with the Promoter to determine the potential impacts of the 
proposals. For example the Promoters worked with SPT and Transport Scotland to 
agree a remit for timetable modelling and this work is ongoing. It is important for the 
Promoter to work in partnership with SPT and to ensure that SPT is consulted fully in 
relation to these matters.  

 
5. The impact of the proposals in respect of the existing services as 

outlined above is still being assessed in conjunction with the timetable 
modelling work. While additional services at the Bathgate-Edinburgh 
end of the new route between Glasgow and Edinburgh via Airdrie and 
Bathgate may alleviate overcrowding on the existing services, 
additional accommodation may require to be provided in relation to the 
Airdrie–Glasgow part of the route. The existing service pattern between 
Airdrie and Glasgow Queen Street Low Level Station of 4 trains/hour 
each way (6 trains/hour during the morning and evening peaks) will 
continue but with the service extended through to Edinburgh Waverley. 
Based on the projection of 12,678 additional boarders over 12 hours on 
the new Glasgow – Airdrie – Bathgate – Edinburgh service contained in 
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the Promoter’s Memorandum, including 500 per day at the relocated 
Drumgelloch Station, trains presently starting from Airdrie/Drumgelloch 
fully loaded will already be carrying a substantial number of passengers 
from east of the relocated Drumgelloch Station when these trains 
arrive. The potential impact may result in existing Glasgow bound 
passengers at Airdrie and intermediate stations to Glasgow being 
unable to board their regular trains during the morning peak if suitable 
accommodation is not made in respect of capacity.  While new 
eastbound traffic from Glasgow is unlikely to be affected by lack of 
accommodation during the morning peak, there is likely to be a 
significant lack of capacity during the evening peak which may affect 
both the existing business to Airdrie/Drumgelloch and the new business 
travelling eastwards beyond these stations. Clearly the rolling stock 
strategy for the project will have an impact on the potential capacity on 
services. 

 
6. Timetabling is key to the success of any rail project and it is noted that the existing 

station calling pattern west of Airdrie is to be maintained. In addition to the specific 
matters relating to timetabling set out above and also set out in relation to specific 
projects below the introduction of the service may result in significant changes to the 
train service pattern within the SPT Network. It is anticipated that when the results of 
the modelling are available these will be discussed with Transport Scotland and SPT 
to ensure that there are no reduced journey opportunities within the SPT area, 
particularly for the North Clyde and Argyle Line services which had been successfully 
developed over a number of years. It is important that performance on these lines is 
not reduced. 

 
7. Over recent years a significant effort has been put in to improving 

rolling stock throughout the Network by SPT. Transport Scotland has 
been developing a rolling stock strategy for the whole of Scotland. The 
type of rolling stock used on the service will have a significant impact 
on the issues such as capacity outlined above. For example in the 
event 3-car Class 334 Electric Multiple Units (EMUs) are used this 
would provide 20% less seating accommodation in comparison to the 
Class 320 EMUs currently used on this service. Care should be taken 
when optimising standing capacity to avoid constraining longer term 
growth.  

 
8. The existing train formations which are 3-car and 6-car will be 

continued with the possibility of 9-car trains in the future. Again 
consideration should be given to the type of rolling stock to be used as 
it may not be technically possible to run more than two Class 334 3-car 
units together. While the proposals for the project indicate the 
construction of 6-car long platforms with sufficient space provided to 
extend these to 9-car lengths in the future, the platforms at the existing 
stations west of Airdrie are of insufficient length to accommodate these 
longer trains unless they are extended or special operational 
instructions are derived and derogations obtained from HMRI.  
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9. There is the option to utilise 4-car and 8-car trains, or 7-car trains using both 4-car 
and 3-car EMUs which would avoid the running of additional services to absorb the 
increased demand. The present industry equivalent of the existing 3-car trains used 
on the Airdrie – Glasgow service in seated accommodation terms is a 4-car train. In 
this event the new platforms should be constructed for 8-cars with the existing 
platforms on the route extended as appropriate, the rolling stock for the service will 
require to be fitted for both Driver and Conductor operation and Driver Only operation. 

 
10. SPT is currently promoting the Glasgow Airport Rail Link Bill and 

actively developing a number of key projects within its area. The 
proposals have a potential of impacting on current aspirations of SPT. 
SPT consider that, from the evidence provided by the Promoter, there 
would be minimal impact to the GARL project as set out in the GARL 
Private Bill. However, SPT is actively developing the Crossrail project 
and requires further clarification from the Promoter on a number of 
detailed interface issues between Crossrail and the Airdrie to Bathgate 
project, some of which are set out below. The aim of the Crossrail 
project is to permit trains from south of the River Clyde to gain access 
eastwards to Queen St Low Level Station and to travel North/East to 
other parts of Scotland via Bellgrove (which will be on the Airdrie-
Bathgate line), which would also potentially expand the services 
running on GARL. It is therefore important to ensure that the new line 
between Airdrie and Newbridge Junction will have a capacity in excess 
of 4 trains/hour and that the timetable development for the Airdrie – 
Bathgate service will take cognisance of this significant project. In 
developing the Crossrail project it has been noted that there will be a 
need to turn back Crossrail trains before Partick. Therefore there will be 
a requirement for the provision of a turnback facility at Finnieston 
comprising of two sidings each capable of accommodating 8-car trains. 
The Promoter is considering options in respect of turnback facilities 
outwith the Bill in connection with the Airdrie – Bathgate Project and 
SPT wishes to work with the Promoter to ensure that the projects are 
compatible with one another.  

 
11. SPT see the route of the Gunnie branch as being of strategic 

importance for future developments and wish to be assured that 
nothing will be done to preclude future reinstatement of the route to 
passenger standards.  

 
12. Development work is currently being undertaken into a station at 

Parkhead which is particularly important in as part of the Clyde 
Regeneration Area and Glasgow’s Commonwealth Games bid. 
Therefore it is essential that the further work carried out in relation to 
timetable development takes cognisance of the likelihood of this new 
station which is to be located between Carntyne and Bellgrove Stations 
and provide sufficient time for one additional stop.   

 
13. The overall journey time between Edinburgh and Glasgow of 69 to 79 minutes as a 

means of promoting West Lothian and North Lanarkshire journey opportunities for 
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employment, connectivity, and public transport access is regarded as satisfactory by 
the Promoter.  The requirements to ensure that there is a quick overall running time 
requires to be balanced against the requirement to ensure that this is not done at the 
expense of stops at intermediate stations thereby reducing the provision of local 
service between Airdrie and Glasgow.  

 
 14. Turning to the question of car parking/park and ride facilities, Airdrie Station is seen 

as the North Lanarkshire railhead for travel east and would be ideal for an 
interchange facility. The existing car parking at this station is fully utilised with 
identified unsatisfied demand. SPT and North Lanarkshire Council have a long term 
aspiration for additional multi-level parking at the station. This aspiration has not been 
included in the Bill but a number of additional spaces are proposed within the existing 
car park area. However, the car park at the relocated Drumgelloch Station will be of a 
size such that the total number of spaces provided at this station and Airdrie station 
may be in excess of the forecast demand for both stations combined. The pattern of 
service at Airdrie Station is 4 trains per hour with the service at Drumgelloch Station 
being 2 trains per hour. If the Promoter wished to promote the car park at 
Drumgelloch it would be appropriate for the same level of service to be provided.  
 

15. In addition to car parking provision at the new and relocated stations on the overall 
route, car parking will be enhanced at the existing stations on the eastern end of the 
route. Outwith this project SPT proposes to create additional car parking spaces at 
Easterhouse Station within the next 2 years.  

 
16. SPT is concerned that a new market for travel towards Edinburgh from 

Airdrie will be created but with insufficient additional car parking 
provision for both the existing and the new demand and that this will 
may result in a reduction in Glasgow bound traffic and failure of the 
Edinburgh bound market to reach it’s full potential. 

 
17. To conclude SPT would welcome the re-opening of the line between 

Airdrie-Bathgate and the creation of new North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian journey opportunities and wishes to work with the Promoter to 
determine the potential impacts of the proposals and ensure that 
detailed issues of interface with other projects being promoted by SPT 
are fully accounted for. 

 
 


