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WRITTEN EVIDENCE TO THE AIRDRIE – BATHGATE RAILWAY AND 

LINKED IMPROVEMENT BILL COMMITTEE IN RESPECT OF 
THE AIRDRIE – BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 

 
1 GENERAL 

 
1.1 The South East Scotland Transport Partnership (Sestran) is a statutory 

transport partnership of the eight Local Authorities largely within the  
Edinburgh travel to work area, namely the City of Edinburgh, East Lothian, 
Scottish Borders, Midlothian, West Lothian, Falkirk, Clackmannanshire 
and Fife. 
 

1.2 Sestran is in full support of the proposal to re-open the rail link between 
Airdrie and Bathgate, thereby providing an additional rail link between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh and adding two new stations in areas currently 
not served by rail, which will enhance transport opportunities within the 
Sestran area and between Sestran and the West of Scotland. 
 

2 MEETING SESTRAN TRANSPORT STRATEGY OBJECTIVES 
 
2.1 The Partnership has agreed the following objectives and sub-objectives in 

regard to the formulation of its Regional Transport Strategy which is under 
preparation. 
 
i) Economy 
 
  To ensure transport facilitates economic growth, regional  
   prosperity and vitality in a sustainable manner: 
 
  a) to maintain and improve labour market accessibility to 
   key business/employment locations 
  b) to maintain and improve connectivity to the rest of  
   Scotland, the UK and beyond 
  c) to support other strategies, particularly land use planning 
   and economic development 
  d) to reduce the negative impacts of congestion, in  
   particular to improve journey time reliability for   
   passengers and freight 

 
 

ii) Accessibility 
 



  

  To improve accessibility for those with limited transport choice 
  or no access to a car, particularly those who live in rural areas: 
 
  a) to improve access to employment 
  b) to improve access to health facilities 
  c) to improve access to other services, such as retailing, 
   leisure and education 
  d) to make public transport more affordable and socially  
   inclusive 
 
iii) Environment 
 
  To ensure that development is achieved in an environmentally 
   sustainable manner: 
 
  a) to contribute to the achievement of the UK’s national  
   targets and obligations on greenhouse gas emissions 
  b) to minimise the negative impacts of transport on natural 
   and cultural resources 
  c) to promote more sustainable travel 
  d) to reduce the need to travel 
  e) to reduce the dependency on the private car 
 
iv) Safety and Health 
 
  To promote a healthier and more active Sestran area   
  population: 
 
  a) to improve safety (accidents) and personal security 
  b) to increase the proportion of trips by walk/cycle 
  c) to meet or better all statutory air quality requirements 
  d) to reduce the impacts of transport noise 
 

2.2 It is clear that the proposed Airdrie – Bathgate railway re-opening will meet 
the majority of the Sestran transport objectives.   In particular:- 
 
Objectives 
 
i(a) & The new service between Edinburgh and Glasgow via Bathgate  
ii(a) and Airdrie will provide significant improved access to the labour  
  markets in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
 
i(b) The new link will provide additional connectivity between   
  Edinburgh / Sestran area and Glasgow/West of Scotland. 
 
i(c) The scheme will enable sustainable developments in areas   
  previously not served by rail, e.g. Armadale.   
 
i(d) The scheme will provide alternatives to existing congested road  
  and rail routes, thereby improving reliability of all existing modes. 
 
ii(b) The scheme will improve access to major health service facilities in  
 Edinburgh, Livingston and West of Scotland. 
 
ii(c) The scheme will enhance access to retailing and leisure centres and, 



  

  in particular, centres of education. 
 
iii(a,b The scheme will encourage transfer from the private car to a more 
 c,e) environmentally friendly mode. 
 
iv(a) The scheme will encourage the use of a safer mode of travel  
  (rail rather than car). 
 
iv(c,d) By encouraging travel by rail rather than by car should contribute  
  towards improved air quality and by operating electric rather diesel  
  powered trains will have air quality and noise benefits in many areas, 
  most notably in Waverly Station in Edinburgh. 
 

2.3 Sestran is aware that West Lothian Council has made a case for the 
inclusion of an additional station at Blackridge between Bathgate and 
Airdrie. 
 

2.4 Sestran is of the opinion that this addition would enhance the benefits that 
will result from the scheme, in particular since the Blackridge Area ranks 
high on the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. 
 

2.5 It can be concluded that the proposal to re-open the Airdrie – Bathgate rail 
link and thereby providing additional rail services between Edinburgh and 
Glasgow and serving additional stations, will greatly assist Sestran in 
achieving its objectives.   
 

2.6 Sestran would also ask that further consideration be given to  include a 
station at Blackridge as part of the scheme. 
 

2.7 It should be noted that the re-opening of this rail line has been considered 
as part of the reference case in the development of the Sestran Regional 
Transport Strategy, i.e. it has been assumed that this scheme will be 
implemented. 
 

3 GENERAL PRINCIPLES (PRELIMINARY STAGE WRITTEN EVIDENCE) 
 
3.1 Sestran would like to comment specifically on some of the questions 

raised by the Committee in Appendix A of its letter to Network Rail dated 
28 June 2006. 
 

3.2 Question 5 – How will the new service integrate with other railway 
services operating out of Airdrie and Bathgate and the wider rail network 
out of Glasgow and Edinburgh? 
 

3.3 It is noted that the new proposed service will be formed by the joining up 
of the existing Helensburgh to Airdrie/Drumgelloch service via Glasgow 
Queen Street low level and the Bathgate to Edinburgh service.  
 

3.4 The existing service between Edinburgh and Bathgate is very much inter-
linked with the service to/from Newcraighall Station which serves the 
eastern part of Edinburgh and the East Lothian/Midlothian markets. 
 

3.5 It is of some concern that by terminating the new Helensburgh-Glasgow-
Airdrie-Bathgate-Edinburgh service at Edinburgh, these markets will not 
be served to the same extent in that there will be no direct link between 



  

areas to the east of Edinburgh and areas to the west of Edinburgh park, 
e.g. Livingston and Bathgate.  

 
3.6 The integration of services could therefore be enhanced by joining up the 

new all electric service Helensburgh–Glasgow-Airdrie–Bathgate– 
Edinburgh with the all electric Edinburgh – North Berwick service which 
would enhance the travel opportunities across Edinburgh and between 
East Lothian and West Lothian and further west.   
 

3.7 In this respect it should be noted that no less than 10 stations will be 
served to the west of Glasgow Queen Street whereas also linking up with 
the Edinburgh – North Berwick service will serve an additional 6 stations 
(to the east of Edinburgh) which, relative to the situation west of Glasgow, 
does not appear over ambitious.  In total, the number of stations served 
would increase from 30 to 36. 
 

3.8 The linking up of the proposed Helensburgh – Edinburgh service with 
Edinburgh – North Berwick service should also ease the demand on 
terminating platforms at Waverley Station since the Helensburgh – 
Edinburgh – North Berwick service would become a through service. This 
could give rise to the possibility of providing additional services into 
Edinburgh Waverley from elsewhere within the Sestran area. 
 

3.9 Question 22 – How will the proposed railway services assist in reducing 
congestion at peak times on the Edinburgh – Glasgow mainline service? 
 

3.10 Our understanding is that the proposed journey time between Edinburgh 
and Glasgow Queen Street Low Level via Bathgate and Airdrie will be 
approximately 74 minutes.   This is considerably in excess of the existing 
journey time of approximately 50 minutes on the main Glasgow – 
Edinburgh service via Falkirk. 
 

3.11 Of the 20 stations to be served over the approximately 42 miles between 
Edinburgh Waverley and Glasgow Queen Street Low Level via Bathgate, 
no less than 11 of these stations are on the approximately 12 mile stretch 
between Airdrie and Glasgow Queen Street. There should therefore be 
considerable potential in reducing the overall journey time between the 
two cities by reducing the number of stops between Airdrie and Queen 
Street and serve the stations affected by Glasgow local services.    
 

4 CONCLUSION 
 
4.1 Sestran is in full support of the proposed re-opening of the Airdrie – 

Bathgate railway but feel that further consideration should be given to the 
possible inclusion of a station at Blackridge and to the actual rail services 
to be provided in order to encourage even greater use of this new facility. 
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