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Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee: 
a response by Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire to the Private Bill 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This letter contains the response from Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire (SEL) to the 
 Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee’s request for 
 written evidence regarding the re-opening of the proposed railway line.  
 
1.2  The following sections outline the context to the rail line from an economic 

 development perspective and the associated perceived benefits at both local and 
 city-region geographies. 

 
2. Context 
 
2.1 SEL is the economic development agency for the Lanarkshire region and is funded 

by Scottish Enterprise through the Scottish Executive. Our mission is to help the 
people and businesses of Scotland succeed, and, in so doing, help to build a 
world-class economy. Our key priorities are to provide a range of high-quality 
services in order to assist in establishing new businesses, support and develop 
existing businesses, help people gain the knowledge and skills required for 
tomorrow's jobs and help Scottish businesses develop a strong presence in the 
global economy. 

 
2.2 The need for appropriate transport services and associated infrastructure is a key 

driver to both enable and stimulate economic development, which itself has been 
stated by The Scottish Executive as its number one priority. 

 
2.3 By way of context, the Framework for Economic Development in Scotland (FEDS) 
 recognises that transport infrastructure has a crucial role to play via the reduction 
 of journey times, its contribution to strategic physical regeneration and increasing 
 travel options available to both individuals and business. In addition, the refreshed 
 Smart Successful Scotland identifies that transport has an important function in 
 achieving key objectives under each of its three core themes: Growing Businesses, 
 Skills & Learning and Global Connections.   
 
2.4 The proposed development also supports key objectives of The Clyde Valley Joint 
 Structure Plan (2006) which notes the importance of transportation as a driver for 
 economic development and the need for access to sustainable transport. In 
 particular it supports the requirement for the improved provision of public 
 transportation routes and the associated investment in rural areas, as well as 
 improved linkages to the town of Airdrie (which is an identified area of Core 
 Economic Development). Trends in the knowledge economy also support the need 
 for better transport connections within Scotland, with efficient connectivity both 
 within and between Scotland’s metropolitan regions necessary in order to foster 
 economic growth amongst our priority industries. Finally, the re-opening of the line 
 would further enhance Lanarkshire’s position as Scotland’s transport hub, 
 improving radial links to both the west and east. 
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3. The Local Economy 
 
3.1  The challenges within the Lanarkshire economy are well documented and linked to 
 a period of industrial decline throughout the 1980’s. This resulted in a legacy of low 
 aspirations, low levels of entrepreneurship, skills mismatches within the modern 
 economy, a poor external image of the area and declining town centres.  
 
3.2  More recently, catalysed by heavy investment, the economy has been enjoying an 
 upturn in its economic performance resulting in massive regeneration and the 
 trading of employment in manufacturing for jobs in the services sector. 
 Employment growth of above national average levels at 5% has been forecast from 
 2004 through to 2010, with the greatest areas of growth forecast for the financial 
 services and transport and communications sectors, requiring the attraction of 
 more people into the labour market. 
 
3.3 While positive steps have been made in addressing the performance gap with the 
 rest of Scotland, a step change is required to close the gap completely: in terms of 
 North Lanarkshire’s working age population and business stock the area boasts a 
 working age population of over 203,0001 but experiences lower levels of economic 
 activity than both Scottish and U.K. averages2 (74.7% versus 79.1% and 78.3% 
 respectively), with a business base approximately 50% that of the U.K. average. 
 
3.4 With regards to wealth and spending power, gross weekly earnings in the region 
 remain 9% lower than the Scottish average3 with current vacancies close to 1,9004. 
 Furthermore, North Lanarkshire also experiences higher levels of unemployment 
 than the national average at 7% (or 10,600 people versus 5.6% nationally)5 with 
 the proportion of benefit claimants being higher than elsewhere in the country (with 
 more than 18,000 on income support and 27,000 on incapacity benefit in 2005). 
 
4. The Proposed Rail-Link 
 
4.1 SEL welcomes the proposed re-introduction of the rail-line according to the 
 proposed benefits offered to both the citizens and business of North Lanarkshire 
 and the wider Glasgow and Edinburgh Metropolitan City Regions, specifically: 
 

• the improved connectivity for those peripheral areas in the Airdrie–Uphall corridor 
to the Glasgow and Edinburgh city-regions, supporting improved sustainable 
economic growth, education and recreational opportunities; 

 

• the resulting increased supply and flexibility of the workforce through the opening 
up of the respective labour markets; 

 
• the resulting opportunity to move people from worklessness into the labour market 

though improved connectivity; 
                                                 

1 Mid-year population estimates (2004) 
2 Annual Population Survey (April 2004-March 2005) 
3 Annual survey of hours and earnings – Residents Analysis (2005) 
4 Scottish Executive Analytical Services Division, Local Authority Profile (April 2006) 
5 ILO, (2006) 
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• the potential for improved social inclusion opportunities, on account of the fact that 
existing public transport services are poor particularly in the evenings and in the 
more deprived areas (where levels of car ownership are low); 

 

• the potential for attracting investment to these peripheral areas; and 
 

• the need to tackle congestion on the M8 corridor by providing alternative transport 
solutions and the resulting environmental impacts (not least for the approximate 
24,000 Lanarkshire citizens travelling out of Lanarkshire to work on a daily basis). 
 

4.2 In order to optimise these potential benefits, however, it is important to ensure the 
 provision of adequate car parking facilities at both new and relocated stations. 
 
5. Conclusion 
 
5.1 Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire welcomes the proposed re-introduction of the 
 Airdrie-Bathgate Railway according to the economic benefits for the city-regions 
 and social benefits for North Lanarkshire as outlined above. 


