
 
 
28th July 2006 
 
Ref: SEGL/CI/SC/Trans 
 
Mr F D Cochrane 
Clerk to Committee 
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway  
And Linked Improvements Bill Committee 
Private Bills Unit, T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane, 
 

Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill: 
 Response by Scottish Enterprise Glasgow to the Bill Committee 

 
Thank you for your letter dated 28th June 2006 addressed to Willie Haughey OBE, 
Chairman, Scottish Enterprise Glasgow. 
 
Please find attached Scottish Enterprise Glasgow’s response to the Airdrie-Bathgate 
Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee’s request for written evidence. 
 
Should you require any further information on or clarification of any aspect of the response, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Craig. 
 
Senior Development Executive 
Competitive Infrastructure  
Scottish Enterprise Glasgow 
Atrium Court 
50 Waterloo Street 
Glasgow  G2 6HQ 
 



Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill: 
Response by Scottish Enterprise Glasgow to the Bill Committee 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This is the response from Scottish Enterprise Glasgow (SEGL) to the Airdrie-Bathgate 
Railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee’s request for written evidence regarding the 
re-opening of the above railway line proposed by Network Rail.   SEGL appreciates the 
opportunity to make comments on this Bill. 
 
2. Context 
 
2.1 SEGL is the local enterprise company responsible for delivering economic development for 
Glasgow.  SEGL is determined to address the economic opportunities and challenges presented 
in Glasgow and its surrounding metropolitan area.  Our goal is to make a sustainable and 
measurable impact on the local economy in particular by developing the themes set out in A 
Smart, Successful Scotland with regard to Growing Business, Skills and Learning and Global 
Connections. 
 
2.2 A strong feature of our approach is the emphasis on the role of city regions.  SEGL is 
actively involved in strategic projects in the city region (Metropolitan West) and in city – city 
collaboration with Edinburgh.  By developing the assets and competitive capabilities of the 
metropolitan regions, and growing Scotland’s priority and regional industries, SEGL plays an 
important role in expanding the national economy. 
 
2.3 Both the Framework for Economic Development in Scotland (FEDS 2004) and the 
refreshed A Smart, Successful Scotland (2004) recognise that high quality infrastructure is 
essential in supporting and creating opportunities for economic growth.  SEGL views an 
effective, efficient, and sustainable transport system as essential in making the city region a 
quality location to live and work.   
 
 
3. The Airdrie – Bathgate Rail Link 
 
3.1 SEGL considers that the proposed re-opening of the railway line, while not being within its 
area of operation, will offer economic and other benefits to Glasgow and the Metro West region.  
These benefits are:  
 
(i)  The improved line should make travelling to work in Glasgow from the communities along the 
line more accessible.   
 
(ii)  Improved and more reliable services will benefit communities in the East and North of 
Glasgow served by stations along the route.   
 
(iii)  Traffic on the M8 should be reduced thus reducing congestion, decreasing journey times 
and reducing the adverse impacts of motor vehicles on local communities.  
 
(iv)  Increased connectivity will enhance Glasgow, Edinburgh and the Metro Regions as a 
globally attractive location. 
 
(v)  Improved public transport infrastructure and services will serve to promote more 
environmentally sustainable economic growth.  
 
 



Conclusion 
 
Scottish Enterprise Glasgow appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Airdrie – Bathgate 
Railway and Linked Improvements Bill.  We consider the proposal to re-open the railway a 
sensible one to pursue in principle and expect it to provide the wider benefits for Glasgow, 
Edinburgh and the Metro Regions as described above. 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Craig 
Senior Development Executive 
SEG Competitive Infrastructure 
Atrium Court 
50 Waterloo Street 
Glasgow  G2 6HQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


