
 
 
 

Written Evidence to Airdrie-Bathgate and Linked 
Improvements Bill Committee 

 
Preliminary Stage 

 
1. Passenger Focus as the independent national rail consumer 

organisation is pleased to respond to the invitation to submit written 
evidence to the Committee in respect of the above Private Bill. 
  

2. In 2001 Passenger Focus (then Rail Passengers Committee Scotland) 
was a member of a Stakeholder Forum as part of the Central Scotland 
Transport Corridor Studies (CSTCS). We supported the proposal to 
reinstate the Airdrie to Bathgate line, to give an additional route 
between Glasgow and Edinburgh via North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian.         
   

3. The proposal would allow extension of the current quarter hourly 
service from Helensburgh/Balloch to Airdrie through to Edinburgh, 
serving Bathgate, Livingston, Uphall and Edinburgh Park en-route. This 
high frequency service would provide a wide range of links between 
key suburban centres, key employment sites at Livingston and 
Edinburgh Park, and also a number of stations within central Glasgow.
  

4. The CSTCS proposals did not include additional stations on the 
reinstated line between Airdrie and Bathgate. As the proposals 
intended to significantly improve transport opportunities for the large 
population residing in the suburbs and outlining communities along the 
route, we were of the opinion that additional stations should be 
included in the proposals to serve those communities, to assist the 
delivery of social inclusion to the communities along the reinstated 
route. We are therefore pleased to note that the Bill includes provision 
for two new stations at Caldercruix in North Lanarkshire and Armadale 
in West Lothian.        
  

5. The two new stations, upgraded stations at Airdrie, Livingston North 
and Uphall and relocated stations at Drumgelloch and Bathgate should 
have the following facilities 

• fully Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) compliant 
• heated waiting shelters on each platform 
• ticket machines, selling the full range of fares 
• CCTV for both station and car parks 
• Audio/Visual Customer Information Systems (CIS) 
• Information Points on each platform, providing access via a call 

point to a Control Centre 
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• secure cycle storage facilities. 
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6. We recognise that the Design Development Appraisal modelled the 
effect of adding in more than two new stations into the projected 
patronage figures. It found that if either Plains or Blackridge were 
added then the additional passengers gained from that station would 
be outweighed by an overall loss of passengers elsewhere along the 
route, due to additional journey time created by the additional stops. 
We further recognise that a balance has to be struck between providing 
a fast and frequent service and providing links to communities served 
by the route. However, it must be frustrating for those communities 
denied direct access as the railway traverses their community and 
would seek reassurance that the work carried out by the Design 
Development Appraisal is robust. In particular the catchment area for 
Blackridge would suggest this issue be revisited with a view to 
providing a station at this location.     
   

7. A station at Blackridge would also be accessible to the communities of 
Eastfield and Harthill. West Lothian Council also has plans to build 
close to 500 houses in the Blackridge area over the next ten years. The 
Design Development Appraisal established that over 200 journeys a 
day would be made from a station at Blackridge, which would equate to 
over 50,000 journeys a year. On this basis further examination for the 
proposal of a station at Blackridge is required. A station at Blackridge 
would assist the social inclusion and economic regeneration of 
Blackridge and surrounding communities.     
            

8. An integrated public transport solution to link the communities of Plains 
and Blackridge by bus and rail should be provided as a minimum. 
Consideration should be given to producing an integrated rail/bus 
service and timetable which provides an integrated one ticket solution 
linking both rail and bus. This should also provide for a protocol 
between First ScotRail and a relevant bus company to ensure a 
seamless interchange between bus and rail. If a train is running late 
communication mechanisms between First ScotRail and the Bus 
Company should be established to ensure that the bus does not depart 
the station until the train has arrived and passengers join the bus. 
           

9. Platforms at stations will allow for six-car trains. Car parking facilities 
are being increased at all existing stations and provided at the new 
stations in line with the numbers of passengers forecast to travel on the 
service. We welcome that at some locations land will be provided for 
possible future expansion. However, Network Rail expects a 27% rise 
for regional travel across Great Britain over the next ten years and 
Scottish Executive forecasts suggest that Scotland will be above the 
regional average. Usage of the recently reinstated Larkhall line has 
been 34% above forecast. The Bill must cater for the predicted future 
growth.   
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10.  We have a particular concern that the increase in car parking spaces 
at Airdrie station from 150 spaces to 166 spaces would be insufficient. 
The existing car park at Airdrie station is usually full and would request   
further consideration and examination of available land options to 
provide additional spaces.       
     

11.  Although welcoming the proposed reinstatement of the Airdrie to 
Bathgate line, the proposed timetable for the route should not impact 
on network performance, ensuring that existing passengers using 
services connecting into and through Glasgow Queen Street and 
Edinburgh are not adversely affected. If adverse performance 
implications ensue, mitigating action will have to be taken in terms of 
infrastructure improvements with an unknown cost.    

 
12.  The Edinburgh Waverley station upgrade provides for significant track 

layout improvements, the addition of three new through platforms and 
reinstatement of bay platform five for passenger use, allowing four new 
train paths per hour each way.      

 
13.  Consideration should be given if not as part of this Bill but as part of 

Network Rail’s Route Utilisation Strategies for Scotland and the East 
Coast Main Line to extending the proposed service to North Berwick. 
Significant numbers of passengers from the North Berwick service 
already travel onward to Haymarket and Edinburgh Park. This would 
obviate the need to terminate either service at Edinburgh Waverley and 
provide a through service to North Berwick, thus minimising the time a 
train is waiting at Edinburgh Waverley, creating improved platform 
capacity there.         
  

14.  The current North Berwick timetable has a poor level of service 
particularly in the evening with services to North Berwick at 19.37, 
21.25 and 23.07 and services to Edinburgh at 19.20, 20.20 and 22.20. 
There are a number of initiatives underway on that rail corridor which 
would suggest a review of the level of service with a view to providing 
an improved service between North Berwick and Edinburgh and 
providing direct access to Edinburgh Park, stations in West Lothian and 
Glasgow.        

15.  The initiatives include some 3,700 houses either under construction or 
are have been built in East Lothian in recent years and the draft East 
Lothian Local Plan projecting an additional 4,800 houses to be built. 
Queen Margaret University College is currently building a new campus 
on a site adjacent to Musselburgh station, to be complete in 2007. 
There will be some 4,000 students and 500 staff on site with over 1,500 
students staying in on-site residencies. East Lothian Council has 
approved a planning application to extend Musselburgh Racecourse 
and construct a floodlit all weather track. There will be up to sixty 
additional evening race meetings a year on this track. 
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16.  The proposed journey time between Edinburgh and Glasgow is an 
indicative 74 minutes, utilising as the ‘Base Case’ Class 334 rolling 
stock. We understand that a procurement plan is being developed by 
Transport Scotland to deliver a fleet of new rolling stock for a range of 
major projects, including Airdrie-Bathgate and passenger growth 
initiatives from 2009 onwards.      

   
17.  The indicative journey time where improvements are still being 

examined to deliver a faster journey time and Transport Scotland 
procurement plan could contribute to reducing journey times thus 
adding to the case for a station at Blackridge. It could also have the 
positive effect of passengers travelling from Helensburgh/Balloch 
stations to Edinburgh via Glasgow Queen Street not transferring from 
low level services to high level services on the Edinburgh to Glasgow 
Main Line, thus reducing capacity constraints on those services. 
            

18.  On completion of the reinstatement the route should be part of the 
national rail network  and subject to the usual passenger protections in 
term of through-ticketing, information provision and have a comparable 
fares structure with all other Glasgow to Edinburgh routes.  
  

19.  We would further recommend on completion of the reinstatement that 
the Train Operator in conjunction with Transport Scotland produce and 
maintain comprehensive, easy to understand marketing and 
information for all four Edinburgh to Glasgow routes. Explaining to 
passengers their best travel option and fares structure for all routes, 
allowing passengers to make an informed choice regarding their best 
travel option.  


