
AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 
 

QUESTIONS TO THE SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE/TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 
 

The Airdrie-Bathgate railway and Linked Improvements Bill Committee would 
welcome written evidence from the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland in 
response to the following questions. 
 
Advance Purchase Scheme 
1. How would the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland rate the 
promoter’s application of the advance purchase scheme and its performance 
in communicating with affected householders on this matter? How does their 
performance compare with other Promoters? 
 
Response: 
 
Transport Scotland approved the scheme being used by the promoter in 
September 2006. A number of the property owners have elected to 
participate in the scheme and have subsequently provided two 
independent valuations. The promoter has reviewed these valuations 
and issued offers to all those electing to participate. A number of 
property owners have confirmed their acceptance of the offers and draft 
missives have now been issued to these people. Transport Scotland is 
confident that the Promoter is taking forward the advance purchase 
scheme in an appropriate manner and has the proper regard to the 
affected householders in what can be difficult and trying circumstances. 
Transport Scotland cannot comment on direct comparisons with other 
promoters as each project is unique. 
 
2. What monitoring will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland be 
carrying out with regards the performance of the promoter in taking forward 
implementation of the advance purchase of properties and what measures are 
in place to ensure that due care and sensitivity is demonstrated by the 
promoter?  
 
Response: Transport Scotland receives weekly updates on the progress 
of negotiations on the properties identified for inclusion in the advance 
purchase scheme. Transport Scotland will take seriously any evidence 
that the Promoter is not actively engaging in open and constructive 
dialogue. 
 
Cycle path 
3. What are the views of the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland with 
the approach of the promoter in identifying the proposed realignment of the 
cycle path and its engagement with interested and affected parties? 
 
Response: The Promoter has been actively involved in consultation with 
cycling groups, where principles regarding the possible alignment were 
agreed. Transport Scotland is content that the Promoter has engaged 
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and taken forward the matter in an appropriate manner and will continue 
to attempt to reconcile the different interests involved. 
 
4. The promoter states in its written evidence in relation to the cycle 
path— 
 

‘Efforts have been made to provide so far as practicable a “like for like” 
route of similar quality where achievable’ 

 
and— 
 

‘the Promoter does not consider itself obligated to provide a cyclepath 
which is of better standard or equivalent standard to the current route 
along the cyclepath.’ 

 
What are the expectations of the the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland in 
relation to the provision of this cycle path?  
 
Response: As set out by the Promoter in the Policy Memorandum that 
accompanied the Bill we would expect the route to be of similar quality 
in order to maintain its desirability. 
  
5. In the view of the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland how far have 
the principles of its Scottish Planning Policy 17 been incorporated into the 
consideration of the cycle path alignment with regards connectivity along the 
route, accessibility on to the cycle path and access into the proposed 
stations? 
 
Response: It is the responsibility of the Promoter to incorporate the 
principles of national planning policy, including Scottish Planning 
Policy 17, into the project as a whole and on specific elements such as 
the cycle path alignment. We are confident that this has been done and 
that the Airdrie-Bathgate rail link fully supports the principles 
established in Scottish Planning Policy 17. 
 
6. How will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland ensure that the 
consideration and identification of further route alignment improvements are 
taken forward after the completion of the Bill’s proceedings through 
Parliament? 
 
Response: The promoter has committed to working with the affected 
parties through the detailed design to identify and take forward any 
possible further developments where possible. As part of Transport 
Scotland’s project governance procedures, the Rail Delivery Directorate 
review each major rail project on a four weekly cycle throughout the 
year. Promoters report on progress each period and this information is 
analysed and discussed within Transport Scotland and with the 
promoter. When relevant this will include consideration of any cycle 
route alignment improvements that might be developed in future.  
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7. What representations or directions has the Scottish 
Executive/Transport Scotland made to the promoter on the provision of the 
cycle path? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland expects the promoter to continue to 
engage fully with the affected parties on the cycle path and take on 
board their issues and, where feasible, develop a suitable solution. 
Transport Scotland is content that the promoter is taking forward the 
matter of engagement with the affected parties in an appropriate 
manner. 
 
Project cost funding 
8. Can the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland confirm that capital 
project costs remain estimated at £342 million (2010 prices)? 
 
Response: The project costs remain capped at £299.7m in 2006 prices. 
The final total cost will depend on the actual cost of the different 
elements and these will fluctuate depending on the final detailed design 
agreed and how they are impacted by inflation factors between now and 
then. The estimate submitted by the Promoter to Parliament is within the 
£300m to £375m range reported by the Minister for Transport to 
Parliament in March 2006 and Transport Scotland is content that the 
final figure will continue to be contained within this range as the project 
progresses. 
 
9. Has its project cost monitoring programme identified any savings that, 
at this time, can be made? 
 
Response: The promoter and Transport Scotland carry out a 4 weekly 
review of the risk and opportunities registers. On a quarterly basis this 
exercise is fully modelled and the outputs factored into the cost 
estimate. To date through this risk and opportunity management 
process the cost estimate has been reduced by approximately £400,000.  
 
10. What lessons have been learned to date from the 4 weekly and 
quarterly reviews and how do they affect the project? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland and the Promoter have found the 4 
weekly and quarterly project reviews an invaluable process. These 
reviews ensure actions are progressed in order to help mitigate risk and 
realise opportunities.  
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Flood risk assessment 
11. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland satisfied that the promoter 
is fully compliant with the terms of its Scottish Planning Policy 7 (Planning and 
flooding) and with SEPA’s best practice guidance on flood risk? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland understands that the Promoter and SEPA 
are engaging in constructive dialogue to progress the matters relating to 
flood risk assessment. The Promoter and SEPA have provided an 
update to the Committee on the current situation. 
 
12. Given the differences of opinion between the Promoter and SEPA 
which could impact on the Bill timetable what representations or directions 
has the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland made to the promoter on this 
matter? 
 
Response: See response to question 11 above, the Promoter is 
engaging with SEPA in an open and constructive manner and we hope 
the matter is resolved as soon as possible. 
 
Code of Construction Practice and Noise and Vibration Policy 
13. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland content at the different 
approach to these policies and their application to this railway scheme being 
taken by this Promoter? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland is content with the approach being taken 
by the Promoter on this project. Transport Scotland is aware of the 
discussions between the Parliament and the Promoter on the 
development of the Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) and the Noise 
and Vibration Policy (NVP). It is the responsibility of the Promoter to 
ensure that both these documents and policies are fit for purpose. The 
Promoter is committed to ensuring that the CoCP and NVP will be 
enforceable by local authorities as a planning condition under the Bill, 
subject to Committee agreement and amendment of the Bill. 
 
14. What expectations does the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland 
have in relation to the levels and standards of mitigation that both policies 
should apply to this railway scheme compared with the policies for other 
transport schemes funded by Transport Scotland? 
 
Response: It is the responsibility of the Promoter to ensure that both 
these documents and policies are fit for purpose. Transport Scotland is 
content with the approach being taken by the Promoter on this project. 
In respect of mitigation procedures, Network Rail differs from other 
Promoters in that it has a legal duty to comply with Network Rail 
Company Standards as part of its Railway Safety Case compliance 
regime.  
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15. What action has the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland taken to 
ensure consistency in the standards of mitigation outlined in both policies 
across all railway or tram projects? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland has encouraged the Promoters of each 
project to ensure that they are aware of the developments arising from 
the progress of previous private bills and to continue to engage with 
local authorities and other mandatory consultees to ensure the levels of 
mitigation are appropriate.  
 
16. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland satisfied with the 
assurances given that Network Rail have developed expertise in railway 
building projects and how is that expertise manifesting itself for this project? 
 
Response: Network Rail is a key partner in the delivery of all the major 
rail projects being taken forward in Scotland.   Network Rail has a large 
amount of experience in the delivery of railway enhancement projects in 
Great Britain. In Scotland, Network Rail were project managers on the 
recently completed Larkhall-Milngavie project and they are delivering 
the re-development of Waverley Station.  
 
17. What is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland’s policy in relation to 
open and constructive engagement, dialogue and consultation between the 
promoter and all affected persons along the route of the reopened railway on 
how the impact of the railway, both at construction and operation, can and will 
be mitigated? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland expects all Promoters to engage in open 
and constructive dialogue with all affected persons along the route on 
all issues, including mitigation of the impact of the railway and is aware 
of the Promoter’s commitments to doing so.  
 
18. What best practices or standards will the Scottish Executive/Transport 
Scotland expect the promoter to adopt and apply in relation to such 
engagement and consultation and has the Scottish Executive/Transport 
Scotland referred the promoter to any best practice examples of engagement 
and consultation with local communities? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland has not advised the Promoter on any 
particular standard of engagement or consultation. Transport Scotland 
expects all Promoters to engage in open and constructive dialogue with 
all affected persons and to do so in the most effective manner 
appropriate to the situation.  
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19. How will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland monitor and assess 
the promoter’s performance in such engagement and consultation and what 
action will it take where this does not meet best practice or acceptable 
standards? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland will take seriously any evidence that the 
Promoter is not actively engaging in open and constructive dialogue. 
The promoter has made it clear throughout the CoCP that all mandatory 
consultees will be given full visibility and involvement during the stages 
of the project to the extent they require. 
 
20. What external controls will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland 
expect to be applied with regards implementation and monitoring of 
compliance of both policies, e.g. through local authorities or others, and what 
role will it play in this regard? 
 
Response: The CoCP sets out the measures that will be taken to 
mitigate the effects of construction so far as is reasonably practicable. 
The Promoter is committed to ensuring that the CoCP will be 
enforceable by local authorities as a planning condition under the Bill. 
The Promoter has previously indicated that its NVP will apply the UK 
Noise Insulation Regulations to the project and to undertake annual 
noise monitoring for seven years after the track is first opened for use 
(after an initial monitoring process after 6 months of the first operational 
service on the line). Transport Scotland is content with this approach. 
 
21. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland content that a Clerk of 
Works be appointed specifically for this project and if not why is the proposed 
approach of this Promoter superior to that adopted in this regard by other 
schemes? 
 
Response: We are content with the Promoter’s approach at this stage in 
the development of the project as it potentially reduces duplication and 
confusion of roles and responsibilities as Network Rail procedures 
already mirror the role of a Clerk of Works in many respects. 
 
Local bus provision 
22. Will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland’s consideration of the 
proposal for stations at Plains and Blackridge also consider the provision of 
local bus services at these locations? 
 
Response: Responsibility for bus services and subsidy is primarily a 
matter for the regional transport partnerships, Local and Transport 
Authorities and bus operating companies. It will be for bus operating 
companies to determine the viability of route options in an area, either 
independently or in consultation with the relevant public transport 
authority, and for a collaborative approach in identifying the need for 
additional funding for the provision of local service needs. The 
provision of the railway could also provide a significant opportunity for 
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bus operators to develop new and enhanced commercially viable 
services. 
 
Paragraph 5 of the Response to the Committee’s Recommendations 
regarding local bus services submitted by the Promoter is important and 
reflects the desire by all parties to continue to work together in this 
area: 
 
 “..the Promoter is committed to working with these bodies in 

partnership, where appropriate, and to facilitate the best service 
integration possible at the time the railway becomes operational. All 
stakeholders have reiterated their desire to continue working in this 
way in the future.”  

 
23. What specific role and impact on the provision of local bus services 
along the Airdrie-Bathgate railway route corridor and into the proposed 
stations will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland’s Action Plan for Buses 
in Scotland have? 
 
Response: The Bus Action Plan sets out a vision for bus services in 
Scotland, providing comprehensive and sustainable bus services, 
delivered to a high standard. This action plan for bus service provision 
sets out 17 actions that will seek to deliver step change through:  
  

Effective transport planning: better planning and co-ordination amongst 
transport authorities.  
 
Development of the bus industry: closer alignment between central 
government finance and quality on the ground, strengthening Quality 
Partnerships and simplifying the Quality Contract process.  
 
Effective implementation of regulatory regime: changes so that 
performance problems are addressed quickly and decisively.  

 
Appendix 2 of the Response to the Committee’s Recommendations 
regarding local bus services submitted by the Promoter provided an 
extract from the Action Plan for Buses which explicitly set out the aims, 
objectives and actions. We cannot specify how the Action Plan for 
Buses will impact on the local bus services along the Airdrie-Bathgate 
corridor as the implementation of the plan is at a very early stage. 
 
24. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland content that sufficient 
assurances have been provided in response to the concerns stated by the 
Committee in its Preliminary Stage report on the funding and provision of local 
bus services and, if so, how? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland and the Executive fully supported the 
Response to the Committee’s Recommendations regarding local bus 
services submitted by the Promoter on 8 January 2007. This document 
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set out useful background information and gave firm commitments from 
all parties to: 
 

• revisit the analysis of existing services conducted in Section 3 of 
the document, to assess what services might be required at that 
time;  

 
• conduct a survey of potential patronage in partnership with bus 

operators in the market at that time;  
 
• enter into discussions/negotiations with bus operators with a 

view to entering into a suitable agreement to deliver the level of 
services required at that time.  

 
25. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland satisfied with current bus 
provision in the areas of North Lanarkshire and West Lothian to be served by 
this railway and if not what action is it taking to help the areas reach a level 
comparable to other communities? 
 
Response: This is primarily the role of regional transport partnerships, 
Local and Transport Authorities and bus operating companies. 
Paragraph 29 of the Response to the Committee’s Recommendations 
regarding local bus services submitted by the Promoter states for bus 
services in North lanarkshire: 
 
 “It can be noted from current provision of services that the bus 

network in the Monklands/North Lanarkshire area is fragmented and 
that few services have significant history. There is no single 
dominant operator providing a basic network and far less, a 
comprehensive provision of services, which could be problematic for 
planning in the long-term.”  

 
Paragraph 31 states for bus services in West Lothian: 
 
 “It can be noted from the evaluation of existing services that levels of 

service to existing stations is reasonably good and while there are a 
number of smaller bus operators there is one large operator present 
in the area, namely First Bus. WLC indicated that the long-term 
provision of these services, which are mainly commercial, could not 
be guaranteed, but an approach has been made to First Bus asking 
them for their views on the future of these commercial services.”  

 
Paragraph’s 42 to 48 of the Response to the Committee’s 
Recommendations regarding local bus services sets out the significant 
level of funding available from the Executive in respect of bus services. 
The Action Plan for Buses also provides the vision and actions for 
comprehensive and sustainable bus services, delivered to a high 
standard across the whole of Scotland. 
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26. What is the projected Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland funding for 
bus services in each of the years 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010-11? 
 
Response: Expenditure plans for Bus funding in 2007-08 provides for 
£57.2 million for Bus Service Operators Grant, £6.5 million for Bus Route 
Development Grant and £29.12 million for local supported Bus Services. 
Provision for 2008-09 and beyond will be determined by the 2007 
spending review. 
 
27. How will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland ensure partnership 
working between all necessary parties in relation to the specific consideration 
of local bus provision along the Airdrie-Bathgate railway corridor post 
commencement of railway operation? 
 
Response: Paragraph 5 of the Response to the Committee’s 
Recommendations regarding local bus services on facilitating 
partnership working states: 
  
 “Responsibility for bus services and subsidy is primarily a matter for 

the regional transport partnerships, Local and Transport Authorities 
and bus operating companies. However, the Promoter is committed 
to working with these bodies in partnership, where appropriate, and 
to facilitate the best service integration possible at the time the 
railway becomes operational. All stakeholders have reiterated their 
desire to continue working in this way in the future.  

 
Transport Scotland and the Executive fully support this approach. 
 
28. What expectations will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland have 
on the integration of rail and bus services and timetables long the Airdrie-
Bathgate railway corridor and, as sole funder of this railway, what directions 
might the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland make to local authorities, 
SPT and train operating companies on its expectations with regards the 
provision of adequate bus services into the new stations? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland recognises the importance of bus/rail 
integration along this route. As has been stated above, the  
responsibility for bus services and subsidy is primarily a matter for the 
regional transport partnerships, Local and Transport Authorities and 
bus operating companies. However, Transport Scotland has a central 
role in the development of the rail timetable as set out in the written 
evidence to the Committee submitted on 8 January 2007 by the Minister 
for Transport. We will ensure that the operational timetable will be 
developed to ensure optimal bus/rail integration.  
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29. What action can and will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland 
take to provide for stability and consistency in the long term planning and 
provision of bus services in the railway corridor, particularly in north 
Lanarkshire? 
 
Response: The Action Plan for Buses sets out the Executive’s vision for 
buses in Scotland providing comprehensive and sustainable bus 
services, delivered to a high standard.  
 
30. What action is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland taking to 
encourage North Lanarkshire Council to take as proactive an approach to bus 
service provision as that of West Lothian Council? 
 
Response: SPT is responsible for the development of bus services in 
North Lanarkshire. We will continue to engage with all parties to 
encourage them to provide for better local bus service provision.  
 
31. What consideration is being given to extending voluntary partnership 
arrangements to other bus services in both local authority areas that might 
provide assistance to the Airdrie-Bathgate railway service? 
 
Response: That is a matter for the local transport authorities. 
 
32. What encouragement will the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland 
give to both local authorities and SPT to submit applications for funding from 
the Bus Route Development Grant and/or the Bus Services Operators Grant 
schemes in connection with the Airdrie-Bathgate railway? 
 
Response: In the last 2 years the Executive has approved funding for 46 
Bus Route Development Grant projects throughout Scotland. All 
operators of local registered bus services are entitled to Bus Service 
Operators Grant. The Executive welcomes any applications for funding 
from local transport authorities. The applications would then be 
assessed against the requirements of the scheme and funding provided 
if appropriate. 
 
33. Can the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland advise what criteria was 
used to identify the amount of £1million as the necessary subsidy for buses? 
 
Response: As set out in paragraph 50 of the Response to the 
Committee’s Recommendations regarding local bus services on the 
estimate of bus subsidy required: 
  
 In evidence to the Committee, the Promoter previously indicated that 

there is not yet sufficient specific information on bus services that 
might be required. The Promoter did suggest, however, that the 
provision of up to £1 million per annum would be sufficient to 
support the development of such services as might be required to 
link Plains and Blackridge to the relocated Drumgelloch station and 
the proposed new stations at Caldercruix and Armadale.  
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34. What is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland’s understanding of 
how long the annual £1 million being provided by the promoter will be made 
available? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland understands that there was no specific 
time limit applied to the £1 million estimate of subsidy required. 
 
35. What bus service level does the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland 
expect to be in place when the line opens? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland is encouraged by the collaborative 
approach being taken by all parties concerned and expects that a 
comprehensive and sustainable bus service will be in place. The 
provision of the railway could also provide a significant opportunity for 
bus operators to develop commercially viable services. 
 
Housing 
36. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland content with the 
projections for new housing in both local authority areas? 
 
Response: The projections for new housing are a matter for the local 
authorities and we would expect them to provide the Promoter and 
Committee with the most accurate and up to date information possible. 
 
37. What details does it have on the levels of house building completions in 
the current and next local and structure plan periods for both local authorities? 
 
Response:  
 
To note: local and structure plans make housing ‘allocations’ not 
‘completions’. 
 
North Lanarkshire Council Area 
 
Current development plan comprises the Glasgow and Clyde Valley 
Joint Structure Plan (approved 2002) and the Monklands District Local 
Plan (adopted 1996).  The Glasgow and Clyde Valley Third Alteration to 
the Structure Plan is presently before Ministers. 
 
The Structure Plan (2002) allocates 250 houses to the sub-market area of 
Airdrie and Coatbridge for the period 1999-2006. 
 
The Finalised Third Alteration to the Structure Plan allocates 250 houses 
to the sub market area of Airdrie and Coatbridge for the period 2004-
2011 and 1,500 houses for the period 2011-2018.  
 
The adopted Local Plan is significantly out of date and North 
Lanarkshire Council are currently working on a new area wide Local 
Plan that has not yet reached the Consultative Draft Stage. 
 

 11



West Lothian Council Area 
 
Current development plan comprises Edinburgh and Lothians Structure 
Plan (SP) 2015 (approved June 2004) & Bathgate Area Local Plan (LP) 
(adopted March 1998). 
 
SP: Armadale is identified as a ‘Core Development Area’ (CDA) which 
add supports to the economic viability of re-opening the Bathgate-
Airdrie railway line.  The area is identified for up to 2,000 houses, with a 
minimum of 1,000 to be allocated over the structure plan period.   
 
LP:  The Bathgate Local Plan states that as other local plan areas in 
West Lothian were requiring a policy of restraint on new housing (for 
example Linlithgow and the Calders), the Bathgate area was an 
opportunity to build on the popularity of other parts of West Lothian for 
house building.  This LP is now significantly out of date and along with 
the other 4 local plans for West Lothian it is currently being reviewed 
and replaced with a single area wide plan.  The Finalised West Lothian 
Local Plan (2005) Inquiry concluded at the end of 2006 and West Lothian 
Council (WLC) are awaiting the Reporters recommendations.  
 
The Finalised Local Plan takes forward the current Structure Plan 
requirements, including the 1000 houses (minimum) in the Armadale 
CDA.  The allocations identified in the Finalised Local plan however, are 
the maximums in the Structure Plan (up to 2000).  This is to allow the 
proper planning of large-scale housing and mixed-use developments in 
a comprehensive manner and enabling a high quality of layout and 
design; it allows longer term vision and certainty for local communities, 
including proper engagement of all stakeholders; and the scale will 
more readily secure the provision of costly infrastructure.  The sites 
identified for mixed use in the Armadale CDA, which will be primarily for 
residential development include: 
 

 Colinshiel     
 Lower Bathville / Tarrareoch 
 Netherhouse 
 Standhill North    
 Standhill South    
 Trees Farm 

 
The plan states that predicting the housing yield from potential 
development sites is difficult as full details of the ground conditions and 
other environmental or potential constraint factors are not yet known.  It 
continues that it is also difficult to predict how much land will be 
required for local facilities.  Flexibility has therefore been built into the 
distribution of residential units within each CDA due to the 
uncertainties.  The land use pattern will not therefore be finalised until 
detailed assessments have been undertaken and masterplans have been 
prepared and agreed. 
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38. Is the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland content with the overall 
approach being taken in relation to the integration of new housing with the 
railway? 
 
Response: The Finalised West Lothian LP encourages high density 
housing development, especially within and adjacent to town centres, 
adjacent to public transport facilities and along key transportation 
corridors.  Within the CDA sites, policy requires net housing densities to 
average at least 25 residential units per hectare.  The plan also 
envisages that Armadale CDA developers will contribute to public 
transport corridor studies and initiatives.   
 
39. What action can the Scottish Executive/Transport Scotland take to 
ensure there are no delays, e.g. through the planning process, that might 
impact adversely on house building completions and subsequently on 
patronage forecasting? 
 
Response: The responsibility for dealing with planning applications 
generally rests, in the first instance, with the planning authority. The 
general principle under which the planning system operates in Scotland 
is that decisions should be taken at the most local administrative level 
unless there are compelling reasons for taking them at a higher level. 
Once a planning application is approved it is for the developer to 
progress the development in line with the details of the consent. 
 
Consideration of Plans and Blackridge stations 
40. What engagement is the Scottish Executive/Transport 
Scotland/Transport Scotland having with local community councils and groups 
on the most appropriate way to take forward the Minister for Transport’s 
commitment for the construction of Plains and Blackridge stations? 
 
Response: Transport Scotland has begun discussions with the local 
authorities on the most appropriate way to take forward the 
development and construction of Plains and Blackridge stations. As 
indicated in the Minister’s letter we are looking to deliver the stations by 
the best means practicable. This could involve the use of a Transport 
and Works Bill Order or the use of local authority planning powers. 
 
The Minister’s letter of 30 October 2006 explains that for both Plains and 
Blackridge stations the process of public consultation will start in the 
new Parliament in 2007. 
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41. What formal process will the Scottish Executive/Transport 
Scotland/Transport Scotland put in place to ensure full and open engagement 
with local community councils and groups on this matter? 
 
Response: Any process of public consultation will start in the new 
Parliament in 2007. The consultation would be done by the organisation 
taking forward the proposal at that time, this is likely to be the local 
authorities or Transport Scotland. We would expect that the 
consultation process would be done in an open and transparent 
manner. 
 
42. Should the construction of the stations go ahead, from what funding 
source will the capital costs be met? 
 
Response: The Minister’s letter of 30 October 2006 to the Committee 
Convener sets the position out: 
 

“As I stated to the Committee in evidence in September, the level 
of funding for the Airdrie-Bathgate project remains capped at 
£299.7 million in 2006 prices and there will be no additional 
funding for additional measures. Funding would have to come 
either from savings in the current budget or through external 
sources.” 
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