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FAO: Fergus Cochrane 

Dear Sir 
 
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
Preliminary Stage Report: Request for Further Written Information 
 
I refer to your letter dated 14 November 2006 in which you invited North Lanarkshire Council to 
submit further written evidence in response to issues raised by Committee within the Bill’s 
Preliminary Stage Report, published on 14 November 2006.   
 
I have noted below the specific issues raised by Committee, along with a reference to the 
relevant paragraph of the report, immediately preceding the council’s response, for ease of 
reference. 
 
 
Housing and developer contributions 

o House building projections to 2021 (paragraph 59) 
o Proximity of new housing to, and integration with, proposed stations (paragraph 59) 
o House developer commitments with respect to proposed railway (paragraph 59) 

 
  
As advised to the Parliamentary Bills Committee in oral and written evidence and to Jacobs 
Babtie during preparation of the Bill proposal, the North Lanarkshire Local Plan Consultation 
Draft will not contain any allocations for additional housing land at Plains and Caldercruix. 
Rather, it will signal the start of a masterplanning exercise to determine the scale and nature of 
potential expansion associated with the Airdrie to Bathgate project in Airdrie East, along with the 
other two Local Expansion Areas identified at Coatbridge North & West and East Motherwell 
Villages.  
 
In addition, evidence was led to the effect that some 650 additional units were being sought 
through the Local Plan at Plains and some 900 at Caldercruix, in addition to 350 in eastern 
Airdrie itself. The emails and evidence explicitly advised that it was premature to estimate how 
many (if any) of those units would eventually be built. Indeed, the purpose of the Study is to 
determine precisely that.  



 
The process for determining which, if any, of the some 1,800 units aspirationally requested by 
developers and owners will commence in January 2007, subsequent to approval of the North 
Lanarkshire Local Plan Consultation Draft. 
 
Figures supplied at the Inquiry relate solely to planning permissions granted in and around 
Plains, as that was the principal subject of the Inquiry. Even the detailed figures supplied relating 
to the various planning permissions that exist at Plains and Caldercruix do not provide any 
guarantee as to how many may ultimately be constructed, although it does mean that 
construction is more likely. 
  
Consequently, at this stage of North Lanarkshire Local Plan's preparation, the Council is not yet 
in a position to put even an estimated figure on how many units may be completed by 2021.  
 
It is envisaged that North Lanarkshire Local Plan Consultation Draft will signal the introduction of 
a process towards establishing a Council "Development Impact Mitigation" Policy. This has yet to 
be confirmed, as it has consequences for several Departments.  Whilst it is hoped that it may be 
possible to gather contributions towards some elements of the rail line and/or associated works 
through this mechanism, the Council is not yet in a position to be able to determine which project 
priorities will be targeted, specify which elements of this project may be eligible, or to estimate 
the amount of any potential financial contribution that may accrue from developers.  Please note 
the emphasis on “impact of development”. 
 
It should also be stressed that any Airdrie East Local Expansion Area Study must also take into 
account the need to assess potential solutions to the capacity constraints presented by the A73. 
The study will also consider: 
Education Capacity;  
Landscape Capacity;  
Community Facility Capacity; and  
Settlement Separation.  
 
 
 
Cycle Path Improvements 

o Report on cycle path improvements (paragraph 82) 
 
 
North Lanarkshire Council is involved in a further series of working groups that have been 
organised to examine and resolve the various aspects concerned with the re-located cycle path. 
This group, hosted by Network Rail as scheme Promoter, includes representation from West 
Lothian Council, Transport Scotland, North Lanarkshire Access Forum, Sustrans, Cyclists 
Touring Club (CTC), Spokes, and Jacobs Babtie. Representation from NLC includes Traffic & 
Transportation and Planning Environmental officers, both within the council’s Planning & 
Environment Department, and Access Officers from within Community Services Department. 
 
The first meetings have already resolved some of the issues, and have led to an agreed way 
forward for other aspects. I am confident that this forum is the best way forward for reaching an 
equitable alternative alignment for the cycle path. 
 
However, it is worth reiterating some of the key issues that the council would be seeking to have 
resolved through this forum.  
 



The provision of sufficient and suitable sustainable accesses to stations by foot and cycle paths 
is a key element in encouraging greater cycling and pedestrian movement. The realigned cycle 
path will, by its very nature, closely replicate the linear east-west route of the NCN 75 lying along 
the existing rail solum. However, access to the main cycle path, and hence the stations, from 
surrounding communities will require to be facilitated via numerous transverse links. Existing 
footways/ footpaths will generally provide for the pedestrian movements.  
 
However, there will likely be a requirement for significant improvements to localised sections of 
the network to adequately provide for cyclist access. As these will generally be out with the limits 
of the Bill, the responsibility, and hence cost, of these improvements will likely have to lie with the 
respective local authority. However, within the Bill, we would wish to ensure that the realigned 
cycle path caters for the linear movements as well as providing suitable accesses to these links 
to surrounding communities. 
 
The proposed alignment of the cycle path through Plains remains a concern. This has been a 
matter of discussion at the new cycle of meetings. Although some cyclists may be confident 
cycling along the busy A89, that would not be attractive option for many leisure cyclists, 
particularly those who are occasional cyclists or who are travelling with young children, who 
appreciate the benefit of the current quiet, traffic-free, route.  
 
The council is continuing in its study of a potential additional cycle route to the south of Plains/ 
Caldercruix. This more leisure-orientated route would be out with the limits of the Bill, therefore 
would likely have to be promoted by the council. However, the council would require to seek 
external funding to deliver that cycle path, if it was deemed to be a suitable and viable option.       
 
There remains a need for a direct route between the villages, running generally parallel to the 
existing solum, as identified within the Bill. However, through the cycle group meetings we would 
be seeking improvements to the current proposals, particularly in regards to the options through 
Plains. 
 
 
 
Bus Feeder Services 

o Provision of bus services, bus quality partnerships/quality contract schemes 
(paragraph 120) 

 
 
As with the cycle path issues, the council has been involved in meetings/ discussions with 
various parties to address this issue, including Network Rail, West Lothian Council, Transport 
Scotland, Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPfT), and Jacobs Babtie.  
 
Following a series of discussions and communications, Network Rail collated an agreed 
response in respect of this issue; Network Rail will submit the agreed version of that response 
directly to the Bill Committee. However, I have attached a further copy of that composite report to 
this letter, for ease of reference. 
 
However, in addition to the various comments raised within that response, and as previously 
expressed within the council’s written and oral evidence responses, I would reiterate that the 
council would also seek improvements to the bus services serving the existing stations to the 
west of Airdrie Station, that is, Coatdyke, Coatbridge Sunnyside and Blairhill. By so doing, it 
would afford the same level of accessibility to the enhanced rail travel opportunities that will 
emanate from the re-opening of the rail line to the various communities in Coatbridge and 
surrounding villages.       



      
 
Please contact David McDove at the above number should you require any further information 
concerning the above or the enclosures. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
David M Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 
ENCL. 
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