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Introduction  
 
1. This report is in response to the Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked 

Improvements Bill Committee’s Preliminary Stage Report, published on 14 
November 2006, and subsequent letter from the Convener, which 
requested further evidence on a number of issues. Specifically, the 
Committee requested that the Promoter engage with Local Authorities, 
Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) and Transport Scotland to 
provide further evidence on issues relating to the provision of bus services 
in the vicinity of the proposed railway (paragraphs 101-121). The 
Committee separately requested information from the local authorities and 
Transport Scotland on integrated bus services and this joint response 
covers the interests of all organisations involved. 

 
2. Accordingly, the Promoter convened a meeting on 27 November 2006, 

where representatives from each of these organisations engaged in 
discussion on these issues. This response has been jointly prepared by 
the Promoter in partnership with, and the full support of, the following 
bodies: 

 
• Transport Scotland 
• SPT 
• West Lothian Council 
• North Lanarkshire Council 

 
3. The report falls into five sections: 
 

1. Background 
2. Limitations/regulation 
3. Existing service provision 
4. Opportunities for the future 
5. Recommendations 
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Section 1 – Background 
 
Accessibility and integration 
4. The Promoter believes that the Airdrie-Bathgate railway will improve 

accessibility by public transport across Central Scotland and improve 
sustainable transport alternatives for those without cars. It also recognises 
that enhancement of current bus service levels, particularly in the 
evenings, can further improve accessibility to the railway for local 
communities. The Promoter is supportive of closer integration between 
bus and rail services going forward and all parties support the view that, 
wherever possible, bus and train services should be co-ordinated to enjoy 
seamless transitions between transport modes.  

 
Facilitate partnership working 
5. Responsibility for bus services and subsidy is primarily a matter for the 

regional transport partnerships, Local and Transport Authorities and bus 
operating companies. However, the Promoter is committed to working with 
these bodies in partnership, where appropriate, and to facilitate the best 
service integration possible at the time the railway becomes operational. 
All stakeholders have reiterated their desire to continue working in this way 
in the future. 

 
Station design 
6. Throughout the design of the project, the Promoter is committed to 

providing infrastructure that might facilitate integration of services. The 
design of the proposed new stations at Armadale and Caldercruix and the 
relocated stations at Drumgelloch and Bathgate, for example, specifically 
make provision for access by bus services as well as pedestrians, cyclists 
and other motor vehicles. Each station will be compliant with the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995, which will further facilitate physical access to the 
new/relocated stations along the route. 

 
Plains and Blackridge 
7. As the Committee recognised in its Preliminary Stage Report, the Scottish 

Executive has recently given a commitment to take forward the proposals 
for stations at Plains and Blackridge outwith the Airdrie-Bathgate Bill. In 
the context of feeder bus services it is important that these two locations 
will now enjoy local access to stations on the railway. Evidence to the 
Committee from local communities on this matter focused on: 

• Low car ownership in these areas; and 
• Limited access by feeder services to the proposed Caldercruix and 

Armadale stations from communities in North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian. 

 
8. The Scottish Executive’s commitment to Plains and Blackridge stations 

has significantly reduced the requirement for these feeder services. 
However, West Lothian Council, for example, considers that when the 
railway is operational, effective connections to the new Armadale station 
will still be required, stating that a route in each direction between 
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Armadale, Whitburn and Harthill to meet trains at Armadale station would 
enhance the use of the railway.  

 
9. The Council has indicated, however, that an application for funding at this 

stage is premature and would seek to pursue funding opportunities within 
18-24 months of the planned opening date of the railway in 2010. 

 
Timetable 
10. Primarily, issues relating to the operation of train services are matters for 

the relevant Train Operating Company (TOC) and Transport Scotla, as set 
out in the franchise agreement. It would be for the TOC, bus operators, 
Local Authorities and Transport Scotland, in conjunction with Network Rail, 
to take integrated timetabling issues forward in due course. As previously 
indicated in the Promoter’s evidence to the Committee, it is expected that 
revisions of the operating timetables to accommodate services on the 
Airdrie-Bathgate railway will be completed in 2010, before the railway 
becomes operational.  

 
Scottish Executive Bus Action Plan 
11. On 5 December 2006, the Scottish Executive launched its Action Plan for 

Buses in Scotland1. This Bus Action Plan sets out a vision for bus services 
in Scotland, providing comprehensive and sustainable bus services, 
delivered to a high standard. This action plan for bus service provision sets 
out 17 actions that will seek to deliver change through:  

 
Effective transport planning: better planning and co-ordination amongst 
transport authorities. 

  
Development of the bus industry: closer alignment between central 
government finance and quality on the ground, strengthening Quality 
Partnerships and simplifying the Quality Contract process. 

 
Effective implementation of regulatory regime: changes so that 
performance problems are addressed quickly and decisively.  

 
12. An extract from the policy document and diagram explaining these actions 

and their relationship to the overall objectives of the plan is at Appendix 1. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 The Action Plan for Buses in Scotland can be found at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/puiblications/2006/12/01141850/0 
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Section 2 – Limitations/Regulation 
 
Applicable legislation 
13. There are primarily two pieces of legislation that govern the ability of 

Public Transport Authorities (such as SPT and West Lothian Council) to 
subsidise bus services: the Transport Act 1985 and the Transport 
(Scotland) Act 2001. 

 
Transport Act 1985: 
Section 57(2)  (Transport Partnership) 
Section 63(2)  (Councils)  

Powers to enter into service subsidies subject to Sections 
88-92 of Act (tendering requirements). Exercisable only 
where service in question would not be provided without 
application of subsidy. 

 
Section 57(2)  (Transport Partnership) 
Section 63(7)  (Councils)  

Duty not to inhibit competition in provision of services. 
Also Section 92(1). 

 
Section 88 Requires Transport Authorities to co-operate with one 

another to get best value for money. 
 

Section 89 Obligation to invite and award tenders with due 
recognition of the most effective and economic 
application of funds. 

 
Section 92(1) Duty of Transport Authorities to conduct themselves so 

as not to inhibit competition.  
 
 
Transport (Scotland) Act 2001: 
14. This Act amended section 92(1) of Transport Act 1985 to include a duty on 

the transport authority to consider passenger requirements along the 
proposed service route. 

 
15. It further introduced ‘Statutory Quality Partnership’ and ‘Statutory Quality 

Contract’ mechanisms to assist in improving bus services. An explanation 
of these mechanisms can be found at Section 4. 

 
16. The local Government in Scotland Act 2003 abolished the 1985 Act 

obligation on LAs to invite tenders for subsidised services (sections 60(2) 
& (3)), and added a duty on LAs to secure Best Value (section 1). 

 
Consequence of the legislation 
17. Prior to the Transport Act 1985, all bus services were subject to Route 

Service Licensing. Each service that was operated or proposed to operate 
in an area was licensed by the Traffic Commissioner subject to there being 
no sustained objection from other operators or Local Authorities. The 
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Public Transport Authority granting licenses for services also exercised a 
degree of control through a block grant (a Section 151 grant) which 
covered operating deficit across the network.  

 
18. The implementation of the 1985 Act led to a deregulation of the bus 

industry and privatisation of most bus operators owned by local and 
central government. Effectively, bus operators are now free to operate 
services in an open market, determining their route, fares and operating 
times at their discretion, subject to registering their intentions with the 
Traffic Commissioner. The Public Transport Authority has no right of 
objection to service proposals and the Section 151 grant has been 
discontinued. 

 
19. Government subsidy continues to be required for some bus services, but 

subsidies of this kind can now only be granted on a route-by–route basis, 
subject to open competitive tender. In addition, the 1985 Act introduced a 
duty on Local Authorities to behave in such a manner as not to inhibit 
competition which constrains Local Authorities in their ability to subsidise 
existing routes as this may either affect the commercial viability of similar 
routes for other operators wishing to provide public passenger transport 
services or confer a competitive advantage on one operator.  

 
20. In a de-regulated environment, it is for bus operating companies to 

determine the viability of route options in an area, either independently or 
in consultation with the relevant public transport authority, and for a 
collaborative approach in identifying the need for additional funding for the 
provision of local service needs.  

 
Limitations for Promoter 
21. Decision-making about the development and sustainability of bus services 

along the route of the railway is properly the remit of the Public Transport 
Authorities (WLC and SPT). 

 
22. With regard to fully integrating bus services into the development of the 

timetable for the new railway, the Promoter (and other stakeholders) must 
have regard to the entire rail network and cannot guarantee to match rail 
and bus services in these circumstances. It should also be noted that in 
terms of operational efficiency and sustainability, buses are unlikely to 
make all rail connections, even if it were possible to match their timetables. 
However, in developing the timetable for new rail services, the Promoter is 
committed to full engagement with all relevant stakeholders to integrate 
the provision of service, so far as practicable.  This builds on the 
Promoter’s commitment to the physical integration of bus services at new 
and relocated stations along the railway. 

 
Limitations for Local Authorities and Transport Partnerships 
23. For WLC and SPT, providing long-term plans for managing bus operators 

in their area is problematic because: 
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• the market place for bus operators is fragmented and there is no 
guarantee that services currently operational will remain so until 
2010 

• there are many small operators which are not able to give long-term 
funding and operational commitments;  

• subsidy of services can be costly and applications for funding 
subsidies can only be undertaken when specific routes, frequencies 
and costs have been identified. To integrate into the operation of 
the railway, it will not be possible to do so until draft timetables are 
developed; 

• Arrangements for long-term Statutory Quality Contracts or Statutory 
Quality Partnerships (see Section 4) are considered onerous, 
especially in a market with so many small operating companies. 
There is a stated Scottish Executive preference for voluntary 
schemes. 

 
24. However, both West Lothian Council and SPT are committed to pursuing 

all funding opportunities and contractual possibilities to ensure that all 
necessary services are in place at the time the Airdrie-Bathgate railway is 
operational. 
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Section 3 – Existing service provision 
 
25. The provision of local bus services is generally a matter for individual bus 

operators who use their own commercial judgement on service routes and 
frequencies. This market approach aims to encourage innovation and 
entrepreneurship and to provide incentives for operators to make new 
services available and develop new types of service.  

 
26. However, one consequence of the privatisation of bus services has been 

an increase in the number of small operators in Scotland2. Anecdotal 
evidence from SPT and WLC indicates that the market in the area to be 
served by the railway is volatile and operator turnover is high. In this 
environment, both SPT and West Lothian Council considered it ‘impossible 
to predict whether [current services] will continue operating in future years’ 
or whether existing operators will be in the market. 

 
27. Beyond these commercial decisions about service provision by these bus 

companies, Local Transport Authorities are responsible for ensuring that 
bus services in their area meet local needs. Under the Transport Act 1985, 
they have a duty to identify where there is a social need for particular bus 
services and to subsidise these at their discretion, subject to funds being 
available. This procedure allows Local Authorities to influence the 
frequency and routing of services, including off-peak services (evenings 
and weekends). 

 
28. Attached at Appendix 2 is an analysis of existing bus services in the two 

local authority areas – managed by SPT in North Lanarkshire and West 
Lothian Council in West Lothian. This includes a note of what services 
exist, their frequency and hours of operation, and information about the 
bus operator and levels of subsidy from the transport authority. 

 
North Lanarkshire 
29. It can be noted from current provision of services that the bus network in 

the Monklands/North Lanarkshire area is fragmented and that few services 
have significant history. There is no single dominant operator providing a 
basic network and far less, a comprehensive provision of services, which 
could be problematic for planning in the long-term. 

 
30. Most services are provided very locally by small-sized operating 

companies with few vehicles, some of which are  relatively aged. Any 
services that might be superimposed onto the current network will impact 
on these small firms in particular and may impact on several different 
routes at the same time.  SPT, therefore, considered that it would be 
impractical to commit to the provision of any of these bus services at this 
time, although indicated that discussions with operators were ongoing with 
regard to improvements on this corridor over the coming years. 

 

                                                 
2 Over 280 bus operators in Scotland, but with 6 operators providing 93.7% of the bus market. 
An Action Plan for Buses in Scotland, Chapter 3, paragraph 3.8 
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West Lothian 
31. It can be noted from the evaluation of existing services that levels of 

service to existing stations is reasonably good and while there are a 
number of smaller bus operators there is one large operator present in the 
area, namely First Bus. WLC indicated that the long-term provision of 
these services, which are mainly commercial, could not be guaranteed, but 
an approach has been made to First Bus asking them for their views on 
the future of these commercial services. 

 
32. The First Bus 8/208 evening service is the only one which the Council 

could give any commitment to funding in future years, having recently 
signed a five-year contract with First Bus, which commenced on 1 October 
2006. The subsidy cost to the council is £65,000 per year.  

 
33. The other major operator, Bulldog Travel, has been trading for eight years 

within West Lothian but changed ownership in August 2005 and it is 
always possible that they will look at other routes in seeking to establish 
their product. 
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Section 4 - Opportunities for the future 
 
34. In its Preliminary Stage Report, the Committee specifically asked the 

Promoter, Local Authorities and Transport Scotland to consider the use of 
Statutory Quality Partnerships and Statutory Quality Contracts to facilitate 
long-term provision of local bus services in the vicinity of the Airdrie-
Bathgate railway (paragraph 120). Firstly, it is worth explaining what these 
two processes are: 

 
Statutory Quality Partnerships (SQP) 
35. A SQP is an agreement between a Transport Authority and at least one 

bus operator whereby the Authority provides the necessary infrastructure 
(stops, priority and facilities) and the operator provides a specified 
standard of service. It is notable that fares, frequency of service and 
provision of service information are not included in these agreements. 
There is no statutory recommendation as to how long a SQP should last 
but between three and seven years are figures that have been used 
elsewhere in evidence to the Committee.  

 
36. There is currently just one SQP in Scotland (Dundee City). West Lothian 

do have an existing voluntary quality partnership between Bathgate and 
Edinburgh via Livingstone. This voluntary partnership is working well . 

 
37. Concerns have been expressed, however, that considering the amount of 

work required for a transport authority to meet its statutory obligations for 
SQPs, the benefits of a SQP over a voluntary scheme are not significant. 
There is also a concern that there is currently insufficient protection from 
the predatory actions of third parties. 

 
38. While the Promoter recognises that West Lothian Council is willing to 

consider entering into further quality partnerships, it is notable that, to 
date, WLC has preferred to look to voluntary arrangements so as not to 
deter entrants to the market.  

 
Statutory Quality Contracts (SQC) 
39. A SQC is a form of franchising for bus routes where monies are paid by a 

Transport Authority to an operator, which is granted exclusive rights to 
provide bus services in an area or on a route. In this arrangement, fares, 
frequency of service and route, for example, are all controlled by the 
Transport Authority.  This regulation of an area must first be approved by 
Scottish Ministers, where the Authority must demonstrate this is necessary 
for implementing its relevant general policies.  

 
40. Comments on the SQC process include concerns that there can be a 

significant amount of work for the Transport Authority in preparing the case 
for an SQC to Scottish Ministers where there can be no guarantee of a 
positive outcome. It is noted that there are no Quality Contracts in 
Scotland or in England and Wales, where similar legislation applies. 

 
An Action Plan for Buses in Scotland 
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41. The Promoter notes that the Scottish Executive’s An Action Plan for Buses 
in Scotland includes specific actions for the examination of the SQP and 
SQC processes to enable them to be strengthened and simplified to 
encourage more widespread application across Scotland. This would 
facilitate a closer alignment between central government finance and the 
provision of quality services. The Promoter believes that completion of this 
review may enable such agreements to be reached more easily in the 
future but it will be for the Local Authorities and SPT, in consultation with 
local bus operators, to pursue agreements in due course. 

 
Existing sources of funding: 
42. Scottish Executive funding for local transport authorities was £25.6m in 

2004-05 and £26.5m in 2005-06, which can be used exclusively to support 
services considered to be socially necessary, but which would not be 
provided commercially. West Lothian Council confirmed that its spending 
commitment of £1.439m on such services was in line with their share of 
central government funds.   

 
43. The Promoter believes that decisions about how and where to allocate 

resources from within a Local Authority’s budget are the responsibility of 
the Local Authority itself, based on meeting local needs and priorities. It 
would be inappropriate for the Promoter to intervene in these local 
spending decisions.  

 
Bus Route Development Grant 
44. The purpose of the Bus Route Development Grant scheme is to help to 

improve access to public transport, encourage modal shift, reduce 
congestion and reduce the impacts of travelling on the environment. 
Through this scheme, the Scottish Executive has committed to providing 
funding of £22.5m over three years to support 46 new and enhanced bus 
services across Scotland which have the potential to grow.  

 
45. Short-term grants can be given to kick-start new or existing under-used 

routes through enhanced services, frequency and marketing.  A condition 
of this grant is that services are expected to be self-sustaining by the end 
of the 3-year funding period.  

 
46. The Promoter notes that West Lothian Council has successfully applied for 

Bus Route Development Grants in the past and has experience of 
negotiating agreements in this regard. However, as the Committee noted 
in its Preliminary Stage report, West Lothian Council’s view is that an 
application for an unspecified service at this stage would be premature. 
Nevertheless, a commitment has been made to pursuing these avenues of 
funding 18-24 months before the railway is operational. 

 
Bus Service Operators Grant  
47. The Bus Service Operators Grant is intended to recognise the public 

service aspect of bus services in local communities, specifically by aiming 
to reduce fares from a level that might otherwise have been prohibitive to 
encouraging people to change to public transport modes. The Scottish 
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Executive has committed to providing an annual subsidy of around £57 
million to the bus industry for this scheme.  

 
Other potential sources of funding: 
48. The Committee invited West Lothian Council and North Lanarkshire 

Council to consider the use of section 75 agreements to generate 
additional income for the provision of bus services in their areas 
(paragraph 120). It is important to recognise, however, that the Transport 
Act 1985 restricts the use of any local government funds for the subsidy of 
bus services to those routes that would not be viable for commercial 
companies.  

 
49. The Promoter notes that in addition to West Lothian Council’s successful 

application for bus route development grants in the past, it has intimated 
that at the relevant time, it may seek additional financial support from 
SESTRANS as well as other potential funding partners such as NHS 
Lothian and Scottish Enterprise, to maintain links from Whitburn to nearby 
stations. The pursuit of these other avenues of funding is innovative and 
represents a useful opportunity for local authorities to explore these 
sources more fully in the future.  

 
Estimate of Bus Subsidy Required 
50. In evidence to the Committee, the Promoter previously indicated that there 

is not yet sufficient specific information on bus services that might be 
required. The Promoter did suggest, however, that the provision of up to 
£1 million per annum would be sufficient to support the development of 
such services as might be required to link Plains and Blackridge to the 
relocated Drumgelloch station and the proposed new stations at 
Caldercruix and Armadale. 
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Section 5 - Recommendations 
 
51. With the Airdrie-Bathgate railway due for completion at the end of 2010, 

there is agreement among all stakeholders that due to uncertainty in the 
market, high turnover of smaller bus operators and a relatively short life-
span for these businesses, detailed discussions with bus operators 
currently operating services in these areas would be premature. Other 
matters (below) further obscure the meaningful development of long-term 
plans for the operation, funding and integration of bus services: 

 
• Timetabling of services to link in with the new railway could not be 

undertaken until 2009-2010; 
• While there is a firm commitment to pursue funding in this way 

within 18-24 months of the opening of the railway, experience from 
West Lothian Council suggests it is too early to make applications 
for Bus Route Development or Bus Service Operators Grants; and  

• There is uncertainty about the future process for implementation of 
Quality Contracts and Quality Partnerships, which are under review 
by the Scottish Executive. 

 
52. However, the Promoter, Local Authorities, SPT and Transport Scotland 

can reassure the Committee that there is a commitment to revisit these 
matters nearer the time of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway becoming 
operational, not later than eighteen months before services begin. This 
review would include a requirement to: 

 
• revisit the analysis of existing services conducted in Section 3 

above, to assess what services might be required at that time; 
• conduct a survey of potential patronage in partnership with bus 

operators in the market at that time; 
• enter into discussions/negotiations with bus operators with a view to 

entering into a suitable agreement to deliver the level of services 
required at that time. 

 
53. With regard to the likelihood of engaging bus operators in Quality 

Contracts or Quality Partnerships, both West Lothian Council and SPT 
have committed to further investigating these schemes following any 
changes that might be made to the process. On that basis, and with 
recognition of other factors noted above, the Promoter believes that all 
relevant stakeholders should await the outcome of the Scottish Executive’s 
Action Plan for Buses in Scotland before taking further decisions about 
these schemes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 13



Appendix 1 
 
EXTRACT FROM AN ACTION PLAN FOR BUSES IN SCOTLAND 
 
Chapter 2  Aims, Objectives and Actions 
 
Aims, Objectives and Actions 
 
2.1 Taking into account the conclusions reached in Chapter 1, the aims, 
objectives and actions that follow address the different types of development 
that are required in different parts of Scotland. They recognise that there is no 
'one size fits all' solution, and that all partners need to act in various ways, 
tailoring solutions to the specific problems that they face. 
 
Effective Transport Planning 
 
• To improve bus services through effective transport planning we need: 
 
• a clear vision of how local bus services meet local needs  
 
• greater use of bus plans with explicit actions to deliver vision  
 
• close partnership working between transport authorities and bus operators  
 
• improved communication with all stakeholders. 
 
To achieve these aims and objectives, we will take the following Actions. 
 
1. Work with Regional Transport Partnerships to ensure the forthcoming 
Regional Transport Strategies have a strong bus component. 
 
2. Work with transport authorities to improve bus services, including by 
establishing Bus Forums in each authority area. 
 
3. Integrate bus planning (including Demand Responsive Transport) with the 
general, land use, health service and education planning frameworks. 
 
Development of the Bus Industry 
 
To support the development of the bus industry in Scotland we need: 
 
• targeted financial support that meets transport aims (e.g. encouraging 

investment in cleaner and more innovative buses)  
 
• legislation that supports transport aims  
 
• consideration of national standards where required  
 
• use of Quality Partnerships and Quality Contracts where appropriate  
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• involvement of all stakeholders  
 
• promotion of accessibility and social inclusion. 
 
To achieve these aims and objectives, we will take the following Actions. 
 
4. Review Scottish government funding, with operators and transport 
authorities, to ensure that it is directed at improving the quality and reliability 
of services and at enhancing bus infrastructure (e.g. bus passenger priority 
measures and Bus Rapid Transit). 
 
5. Review Grant Aided Expenditure ( GAE) for supported services for its 
impact on rural areas. 
 
6. Examine performance-related funding for payment of Bus Service 
Operators Grant ( BSOG), drawing lessons from the Service Quality Incentive 
Regime ( SQUIRE), a rail performance regime; and amend BSOG to allow 
claims to be made for fully flexible registered services. 
 
7. Expand the Rural Transport Fund. 
 
8. Expand Demand Responsive Transport. 
 
9. In order to support franchising where there is market failure, review the 
legislation on Quality Contracts ( QCs) to simplify the process to be followed 
by transport authorities. 
 
10. Review the legislation on Quality Partnerships ( QPs) to simplify the 
process and increase the benefits to the passenger. 
 
11. Issue Scotland-specific guidance on Punctuality Improvement 
Partnerships ( PIPs). 
 
12. Liaise with the Department for Transport on enhancements to, and the 
development of, quality measures. 
 
13. Encourage investment in cleaner and more innovative buses. 
 
14. Working with transport authorities, conduct a nation-wide review of bus 
stop information. 
 
Effective Implementation of Regulatory Regime 
 
To support effective implementation of the regulatory regime we need: 
 
• public bodies effectively implementing the regulatory regime  
 
• legislation that supports the regulatory regime  
 
• an adequately resourced regime. 
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To achieve these aims and objectives, we will take the following Actions. 
 
15. Establish a protocol with the Traffic Commissioner and the Vehicle and 
Operator Services Agency ( VOSA) to improve the effectiveness of the 
regulatory regime, including setting time limits for decisions by the 
Commissioner following a public inquiry, better targeting of inspection by 
VOSA, and ensuring greater joint working by transport authorities in 
identifying issues for inspection. 
 
16. Consider legislative changes to the service registration rules to increase 
the effectiveness of the registration regime. 
 
17. Work with police and local authorities to improve enforcement of bus 
passenger priorities and no parking at bus stops. 

 
Ref: An Action Plan for Buses in Scotland, Chapter 2 
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Appendix 2 
 
Principal existing services: 
North Lanarkshire3

 
Coatbridge/Airdrie – Caldercruix/Blackridge. 
Service:  Monday- Saturday (Main day only): Approx 5 buses per hour 

between Airdrie and Caldercruix with 5 a day extending to/from 
Blackridge. 
Evenings & Sundays: Hourly Coatbridge-Caldercruix. 

 
Operator: All operated by Henderson Travel, Unit 4, Whistleberry Park, 

Hamilton, 01698-713007. 
 
Other  Operating since 2000 
Information SPT subsidy of approx. £40,000 pa for evening and Sunday 

provision. 
 
Longriggend – Monklands Hospital. 
Service:   Daily hourly service until 1800. 
 
Operator: Operated by Stuart’s Coaches, Castlehill Garage, Airdrie Road, 

Carluke, 01501-821862 
 
Other  Operated since 2004 
Information: SPT subsidy of around £49,000 pa. 
 
Glenmavis – Airdrie 
Service:   Monday-Friday hourly service until 1715 only. 
 
Operator: Operated by Silverdale Coaches, 79, Jerviston Street, New 

Stevenston, Motherwell, 01236-765656. 
 
Other  Operated since 1998. 
Information: 
 
Monklands Hosp. – Chapelhall – Salsburgh 
Service:   Monday – Saturday, hourly until 1800 
 
Operator: Operated by JJ Travel, 30 Northburn Road, Coatbridge, 01236-

441188 
 
Other   Operated since 2006 
Information 
 

                                                 
3 Information provided by SPT 
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Monklands Hosp. – Chapelhall – Salsburgh (2) 
Service:  Evenings and Sundays , hourly. 
 
Operator: Operated by First, 197 Victoria Road, Glasgow G42, 0141-333-

3160 
 
Other   Operated since 2003 
Information: SPT subsidy of around £42,000 pa.  
 
Monklands Hosp. – Chapelhall – Wishaw 
Service:  Monday - Friday, hourly until 1800 
 
Operator: Operated by JJ Travel, 30 Northburn Road, Coatbridge, 01236-

441188 
 
Other  Operated since 2004 
Information 
 
Chapelhall – Airdrie 
Service:   Monday-Friday until 1750 a half-hourly service. 
 
Operator: Operated by Millers Coaches, Faskine Brae, Sikeside Road, 

Airdrie, 01236-763671  
 
Other Operated since 2005 
Information: 
 
Calderbank – Airdrie. 
Service:  Monday – Friday, hourly until 1750 
 
Operator: Operated By McCreadie’s Coaches, Drumore, 53 Motherwell 

Street, Airdrie, 01236-769666.  
 
Other Operated since 2000. 
Information: 
 
Motherwell - Calderbank – Airdrie. (2) 
Service:  Evening and Sunday hourly service. 
 
Operator: Operated by Stuart’s Coaches, Castlehill Garage, Airdrie Road, 

Carluke, 01501-821862 
 
Other  Operated since 2004 
Information: SPT subsidy of approx. £83,000 pa. 
 
NB: There are several other services internal to Airdrie and Coatbridge which have not been included as 
these already serve the existing stations. 
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West Lothian4

At present, there are reasonable levels of bus services to the existing stations 
at Uphall, Livingston North and Bathgate (see table below): 
 
Bus connections to existing stations (on Bathgate-Edinburgh line  
 
Bathgate to: 
  Frequency(mins)   
  Daytime    Evening    Sunday  
 
Addiewell  30    60    60 
Armadale  6    20    20 
Blackridge 20    60    60 
Boghall 10    60    60 
Blackburn 8    30    30 
Fauldhouse  20    60    60 
Harthill 30    60    60 
Torphichen  60    120    120 
Westfield  60    60    60 
Whitburn  10    60    60 
     
Livingston North to:  
 
Bathgate  15    30    30* 
Kirkton  30    -    - 
Livingston 
Centre  10    30    30* 
St John’s 
Hospital 10    60    30* 
 
Uphall to:  
 
Broxburn 15    60    30 
Livingston 15    60    30 
St Johns 
Hospital 15    60     30    
  
 
NB:  1. * indicates that passengers are required to walk (approximately five minutes) to Deans High School to 

catch these services. 
2. Frequencies are approximate as several companies operate on the same routes. 

 
The proposed site of the Armadale Station is presently served by the following 
routes: 
 
First (8/208) Blackburn / Bathgate / Armadale / Whitburn   every  30 

minutes, daytimes, evenings and Sundays. The routes 
extend to Fauldhouse and Livingston and operates hourly 
– West Lothian Council funds most of these services. 

                                                 
4 Information provided by West Lothian Council 
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First (X14) Bathgate / Armadale / Whitburn / Glasgow – two hourly, 

daily but no evening service. 
 
Bulldog (110) Bathgate / Armadale / Whitburn / Fauldhouse – hourly, 

Mon to Fri daytime only. 
  
Bulldog  (111) Livingston / Bathgate / Armadale / Whitburn / Harthill – 

hourly, Mon to Fri daytime only 
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	Glenmavis – Airdrie

