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FAO: Fergus Cochrane 

Dear Sir 
 
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
Preliminary Stage Report: Request for Further Written Information 
 
I refer to your letter dated 14 November 2006 in which you invited North Lanarkshire Council to 
submit further written evidence in response to issues raised by Committee within the Bill’s 
Preliminary Stage Report, published on 14 November 2006, and to my response of 5 January 
2007. Please find below a supplementary response, in respect of the additional information/ 
clarification subsequently sought by the Bill Committee.   
 
I have noted below the specific issues raised by Committee, along with a reference to the 
relevant paragraph of the report, immediately preceding the council’s response, for ease of 
reference. 
 
Housing and developer contributions 

o House building projections to 2021 (paragraph 59) 
o Proximity of new housing to, and integration with, proposed stations (paragraph 59) 
o House developer commitments with respect to proposed railway (paragraph 59) 

 
Can we clarify approximate housing numbers/ likely proximity to the rail line? 
 
The simplest explanation is that we can't clarify rough housing numbers because there is no 
Council position on housing projections, or Developer Contributions, in East Airdrie and we have 
not undertaken any studies to determine likely levels (the case made for Plains Station was 
consistently about Plains requiring access to opportunities now). 
 
East Airdrie has been designated as a Local Expansion Area (LEA) by the Council. Unlike the 
Community Growth Areas identified in Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan 
Strategic Policy 2, these have no indicative unit targets. Rather, the terms of the LEA Studies will 
focus on a range of capacities, such as:  
social infrastructure capacity, such as schools, community centres, etc;  
physical infrastructure capacity, such as roads, sewerage & water, character of settlement; 



landscape capacity, in terms of natural, long-term defensible settlement boundaries that maintain 
gaps between neighbouring settlements.  
 
The North Lanarkshire Local Plan Consultation Draft will be reported to Planning & Environment 
Committee on 31 January 2007. That document will launch a period of study outlined above, 
which will last 12-15 months until publication of the Finalised Draft Local Plan. This study will 
determine the Council's recommended level of new housing provision along the line and the line 
of the A73. Once that document is published, its contents and the sites and capacities it 
recommends are open to objection. If these objections cannot be negotiated away, then they will 
be determined by a Local Plan Inquiry. 
 
Can we Clarify Section 75 Contributions? 
 
As advised previously, North Lanarkshire Local Plan will seek to introduce a mechanism whereby 
contributions to the costs of a range of infrastructure and service improvements could be 
obtained. If approved, this will go beyond Section 75s in being enshrined in Policy, rather than 
the current ad hoc arrangement. As explained previously, the rules relating to developer 
contributions are such that the Council will only be able to insist on contributions towards 
infrastructure, etc, identified through an impact analysis as necessary in order to allow that 
development to take place. 
 
The impact of the Council position in looking also to determine whether development can be 
brought forward to tackle problems on the A73 cannot be overlooked. As explained in our 
response, the Council has made no decision on which projects are to be given priority (links to 
the rail line, education accommodation, road improvements, service improvements, etc), or which 
elements of any projects may attract support from developer contributions.  
 
The timetable for the introduction of this policy is the same as for the Local Plan. 
 
Can we give reassurance about accessibility for future housing? 
 
In response to SPP17, etc, the Director's signature on a letter would essentially be sufficient to 
assure that any new development will have to be made accessible to the line by a range of 
modes by planning condition or Section 75 Agreement, if necessary. Beyond insistence on 
footpath provision in the vicinity of stations, however, there is little else the Council can do, as the 
provision of buses is ultra vires. However, there is nothing to stop the Council requesting such 
contributions. Without a fully justified impact assessment and policy mechanism, there can be no 
compulsion. 
 
Please contact David McDove at the above number should you require any further information 
concerning the above or the enclosures. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
David M Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
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