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Attention:  Fergus Cochrane 
 
 
 
08 January 2007 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Airdrie – Bathgate Railway Link 
 
Re your letter dated 20th December 2006 we would confirm our response as follows; 
 

1. We no longer wish to pursue the following issues as they are no longer in dispute; 
 

The lagoon maintenance 
The removal of Rennie’s Bridge (albeit with the caveat that the promoter only does what he has 
promised). 
 
2. We have considered the Promoter’s written evidence and the following issues remain 

in dispute and our further written evidence is as set out in our presentation already in 
your hands.  We would therefore propose to give oral evidence on the subjects as 
follows; 

 
Land Acquisition. 
 
We do not accept that the promoter has a need to acquire the land defined on their plans and 
await the results of the topographic survey carried out by them.  The promoters undertaking to 
‘minimise’ the land take and the availability of compensation gives us no comfort whatsoever.  
We still do not know if we are to end up with a considerably compromised golf course and 
facility. 
 
The witness on this subject will be W Allan Osborne, Club Secretary and it is anticipated that 
oral evidence would take ten minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Underpass Access to Edinburgh Road. 
 
Whilst the promoter has indeed given ‘their’ undertaking that this access would not be closed 
their remains a significant risk that others could close it as a consequence of this development.  
As we have been assured that the rights conferred by this bill override and local ‘powers’ we 
request that it be made a requirement of the bill that this access cannot be closed by anyone! 
 
The witness on this subject will be W Allan Osborne, Club Secretary and it is anticipated that 
oral evidence would take two minutes. 
 
 
Playability of the course. 
 
The promoter continues to fail to recognise the difference between playability of the course and 
the removal of trees.  If there is no need for land take, the trees are not an issue.  Off our land 
the promoter can do as he wishes.  However if there is land take the playability of the course is 
severely compromised.  The 12th hole would be unplayable in its present form and it is the 
longest hole on the course.  The 13th hole would be considerably shortened and lose its character 
and the practice green would disappear. 
 
The witness on this subject will be W Allan Osborne, Club Secretary and it is anticipated that 
oral evidence would take ten minutes. 
 
 
Fencing of the Light Maintenance Depot. 
 
Again the promoter considers that this problem, exacerbated by his development, is outwith his 
sphere of control and that is an unacceptable response to us.  We fully appreciate that they may 
do as they wish but surely, as the problem of damage is known, it should be considered as an 
integral part of the planning process. 

 
The witness on this subject will be W Allan Osborne, Club Secretary and it is anticipated that 
oral evidence would take five minutes. 
 

Yours faithfully 
For and on behalf of 
Bathgate Golf Club 
 
 
W Allan Osborne 
Secretary 
 
cfi Barry Finlayson, Montagu & Evans 
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