
AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 
 

CONSIDERATION STAGE WITNESS STATEMENTS: PROMOTER RESPONSE 
TO GROUP 27 

 
A.  MRS E McFARLANE & MR D SWEENEY (OBJECTION 19) 
 
TOPICS NO LONGER IN DISPUTE 
 
The Promoter understands that all topics remain in dispute.  No aspect of the 
objection has yet been withdrawn.  However, the Promoter considers that 
conclusion of an agreement to acquire their property in terms of the Promoter's 
Advanced Purchase Scheme is expected to allow the objection to be withdrawn. 
 
TOPICS STILL IN DISPUTE 
 
The following topics within this objection remain in dispute and the Promoter’s 
written evidence on each is now submitted.  
 
ALL ISSUES 
 
1. Notwithstanding the fact that there is no obligation on the Promoter to 

acquire properties in advance of being granted and exercising powers, the 
Promoter has implemented an Advance Purchase Scheme which applies to 
certain qualifying property, the terms of which are set out in the Promoter’s 
Policy Paper on Advance Purchase.   

 
2 The scheme applies in respect of persons who have a qualifying interest in 

land which is referenced for compulsory purchase and which would, if the 
Bill were enacted, qualify as blighted properties under the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.  The Promoter considers that land acquisition 
at the Objector’s property (plot no. 283)  is such that it would fall within the 
statutory definition of blight. It therefore qualifies for inclusion in the APS 
scheme and the Promoter has advised the Objectors of the terms of this 
scheme. 
 

3. The latest position on advance purchase is that valuations have been 
submitted by the Objectors. These have been considered by the Promoter.  
The valuations and proposed offers are with Transport Scotland for 
approval. The Promoter has updated the Objectors on the status of the APS 
review.                      

 
4. The Objectors are currently awaiting an offer from the Promoter to acquire 

their property under the APS scheme.  The  Offer will cover all relevant 
heads of claim (e.g. home loss, disturbance etc.).  Subject to this, if the 
Objectors decide to accept the offer then all compensation claims will be 
settled.  If the Objectors decides not to accept the offer then the usual 
compensation arrangements in respect of the railway’s impact on their home 
would apply.   This is clearly stated in the APS. 
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5. In the latter case, compensation claims may only be submitted once the Bill 

has received Royal Assent and the relevant powers exercised. A valid claim 
must be demonstrated at the relevant time.  The Bill makes no changes to 
the general law on compensation. Therefore, any such claim will be 
determined in terms of the Compensation Code applied by the Bill. In the 
event that the claim for compensation is not agreed then the Objectors have 
a right to refer the matter to the Lands Tribunal for Scotland. Further 
information on compensation can be found in the Promoter’s Policy Paper 
on Compulsory Purchase and Compensation. 

 
Witnesses 
 
6. The witnesses for the Promoter on this topic are: Karen Gribben, Elaine 

Hunter, Ron McAulay and Dr Guy Wimble. The Promoter estimates its 
evidence on this topic lasting 5 minutes. 
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AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 
 

CONSIDERATION STAGE WITNESS STATEMENTS: PROMOTER RESPONSE 
TO GROUP 27 

 
B.  ANDREW & CORNELIA MACVICAR (OBJECTION 20) 
 
TOPICS NO LONGER IN DISPUTE 
 
The Promoter understands that all topics remain in dispute.  No aspect of the 
objection has yet been withdrawn.  However, the Promoter considers that 
conclusion of an agreement to acquire their property in terms of the Promoter's 
Advanced Purchase Scheme is expected to allow the objection to be withdrawn. 
 
TOPICS STILL IN DISPUTE 
 
The following topics within this objection remain in dispute and the Promoter’s 
written evidence on each is now submitted.  
 
ALL ISSUES 
 
1. Notwithstanding the fact that there is no obligation on the Promoter to 

acquire properties in advance of being granted and exercising powers, the 
Promoter has implemented an Advance Purchase Scheme which applies to 
certain qualifying property, the terms of which are set out in the Promoter’s 
Policy Paper on Advance Purchase.  

 
2. The scheme applies in respect of persons who have a qualifying interest in 

land which is referenced for compulsory purchase and which would, if the 
Bill were enacted, qualify as blighted properties under the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.  The Promoter considers that land acquisition 
at the Objector’s property (plot no. 282) is such that it would fall within the 
statutory definition of blight. It therefore qualifies for inclusion in the APS 
scheme and the Promoter has advised the Objectors of the terms of this 
scheme.   
 

3. The latest position on advance purchase is that valuations have been 
submitted by the Objectors. These have been considered by the Promoter. 
The valuations and proposed offers are with Transport Scotland for 
approval. The Promoter has updated the Objectors on the status of the APS 
review.                      

 
4. The Objectors are currently awaiting an offer from the Promoter to acquire 

their property under the APS scheme. The Offer will cover all relevant heads 
of claim (e.g. home loss, disturbance etc.).  Subject to this, if the Objectors 
decide to accept the offer then all compensation claims will  be settled. If the 
Objectors decide not to accept the offer then the usual compensation 
arrangements in respect of the railway’s impact on their home would apply.  
This is clearly stated in the APS.  
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5. In the latter case, compensation claims may only be submitted once the Bill 

has received Royal Assent and the relevant powers exercised. A valid claim 
must be demonstrated at the relevant time.  The Bill makes no changes to 
the general law on compensation. Therefore, any such claim will be 
determined in terms of the Compensation Code applied by the Bill. In the 
event that the claim for compensation is not agreed then the Objectors have 
a right to refer the matter to the Lands Tribunal for Scotland. Further 
information on compensation can be found in the Promoter’s Policy Paper 
on Compulsory Purchase and Compensation. 

 
Witnesses 
 
6. The witnesses for the Promoter on this topic are: Karen Gribben, Elaine 

Hunter, Ron McAulay and Dr Guy Wimble. The Promoter estimates its 
evidence on this topic lasting 5 minutes. 
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AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 
 

CONSIDERATION STAGE WITNESS STATEMENTS: PROMOTER RESPONSE 
TO GROUP 27 

 
C.  GEORGE MCNEIL (OBJECTION 21) 
 
TOPICS NO LONGER IN DISPUTE 
 
The Promoter understands that all topics remain in dispute.  No aspect of the 
objection has yet been withdrawn.  However, the Promoter considers that 
conclusion of an agreement to acquire his property in terms of the Promoter's 
Advanced Purchase Scheme is expected to allow the objection to be withdrawn. 
 
TOPICS STILL IN DISPUTE 
 
The following topics within this objection remain in dispute and the Promoter’s 
written evidence on each is now submitted.  
 
ALL ISSUES 
 
1. Notwithstanding the fact that there is no obligation on the Promoter to 

acquire properties in advance of being granted and exercising powers, the 
Promoter has implemented an Advance Purchase Scheme, which applies to 
certain qualifying property, the terms of which are set out in the Promoter’s 
Policy Paper on Advance Purchase.  

 
2. The scheme applies in respect of persons who have a qualifying interest in 

land which is referenced for compulsory purchase and which would, if the 
Bill were enacted, qualify as blighted properties under the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.  The Promoter considers that land acquisition 
at the Objector’s property (plot no. 281) is such that it would fall within the 
statutory definition of blight. It therefore qualifies for inclusion in the APS 
scheme and the Promoter has advised the Objector of the terms of this 
scheme.   
 

3. The latest position on advance purchase is that valuations have been 
submitted by the Objector.  These have been considered by the Promoter. 
The valuations and proposed offers are with Transport Scotland for 
approval. The Promoter has updated the Objector on the status of the APS 
review.                      

 
4. The Objector is currently awaiting an offer from the Promoter to acquire his 

property under the APS scheme. The Offer will cover all relevant heads of 
claim (e.g. home loss, disturbance etc.).  Subject to this, if the Objector 
decided to accept the offer then all compensation claims will be settled. If 
the Objector decides not to accept the offer then the usual compensation 
arrangements in respect of the railway’s impact on his home would apply.  
This is clearly stated in the APS.  
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5. In the latter case, compensation claims may only be submitted once the Bill 

has received Royal Assent and the relevant powers exercised. A valid claim 
must be demonstrated at the relevant time.  The Bill makes no changes to 
the general law on compensation. Therefore, any such claim will be 
determined in terms of the Compensation Code applied by the Bill. In the 
event that the claim for compensation is not agreed then the Objector has a 
right to refer the matter to the Lands Tribunal for Scotland. Further 
information on compensation can be found in the Promoter’s Policy Paper 
on Compulsory Purchase and Compensation. 

 
Witnesses 
 
6. The witnesses for the Promoter on this topic are: Karen Gribben, Elaine 

Hunter, Ron McAulay and Dr Guy Wimble. The Promoter estimates its 
evidence on this topic lasting 5 minutes.  
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AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL 

 
CONSIDERATION STAGE WITNESS STATEMENTS: PROMOTER RESPONSE 

TO GROUP 27 
 
D.  GEORGE & MOIRA JAMIESON (OBJECTION 22) 
 
TOPICS NO LONGER IN DISPUTE 
 
The Promoter understands that all topics remain in dispute.  No aspect of the 
objection has yet been withdrawn.  However, the Promoter considers that 
conclusion of an agreement to acquire their property in terms of the Promoter's 
Advanced Purchase Scheme is expected to allow the objection to be withdrawn. 
 
TOPICS STILL IN DISPUTE 
 
The following topics within this objection remain in dispute and the Promoter’s 
written evidence on each is now submitted.  
 
ALL ISSUES 
 
1. Notwithstanding the fact that there is no obligation on the Promoter to 

acquire properties in advance of being granted and exercising powers, the 
Promoter has implemented an Advance Purchase Scheme which applies to 
certain qualifying property, the terms of which are set out in the Promoter’s 
Policy Paper on Advance Purchase.  

 
2. The scheme applies in respect of persons who have a qualifying interest in 

land which is referenced for compulsory purchase and which would, if the 
Bill were enacted, qualify as blighted properties under the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.  The Promoter considers that land acquisition 
at the Objector’s property (plot no. 280) is such that it would fall within the 
statutory definition of blight. It therefore qualifies for inclusion in the APS 
scheme and the Promoter has advised the Objectors of the terms of this 
scheme.   
 

3. The latest position on advance purchase is  that valuations have been 
submitted by the Objectors. These have been considered by the Promoter. 
The valuations and proposed offers are with Transport Scotland for 
approval. The Promoter has updated the Objectors on the status of the APS 
review.                      

 
4. The Objectors are currently awaiting an offer from the Promoter to acquire 

their property under the APS scheme. The Offer will cover all relevant heads 
of claim (e.g. home loss, disturbance etc.). Subject to this, if the Objectors 
decide to accept the offer then all compensation claims will be settled. If the 
Objectors decide not to accept the offer then the usual compensation 
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arrangements in respect of the railway’s impact on their home would apply.  
This is clearly stated in the APS.  

 
5. In the latter case, compensation claims may only be submitted once the Bill 

has received Royal Assent and the relevant powers exercised. A valid claim 
must be demonstrated at the relevant time.  The Bill makes no changes to 
the general law on compensation. Therefore, any such claim will be 
determined in terms of the Compensation Code applied by the Bill. In the 
event that the claim for compensation is not agreed then the Objectors have 
a right to refer the matter to the Lands Tribunal for Scotland. Further 
information on compensation can be found in the Promoter’s Policy Paper 
on Compulsory Purchase and Compensation 

 
Witnesses 
 
6. The witnesses for the Promoter on this topic are: Karen Gribben, Elaine 

Hunter, Ron McAulay and Dr Guy Wimble. The Promoter estimates its 
evidence on this topic lasting 5 minutes. 
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