
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
 
 
I am writing to advise you that I attended a meeting with representatives of Network 
Rail (NR), Jacobs Babtie (JB), Cycling Tourist Club (CTC), North Lanarkshire Council 
(NLC) and Sustrans on the 8/11/06 to discuss outline proposal plans for the above in 
recognition of our previous objection. 
 
As an outcome of this meeting we (The North Lanarkshire Access Forum) agreed to 
the following: 
 
• NR, JB & NLC to investigate the potential of using funding allocated for the 

relocation of the National Cycle Route between Katherine Park Lane, Clarkston 
and Caldercruix as match funding to enable a new off-road route to the south of 
the proposed railway to be created. We feel that the southern route would provide 
a better ‘like for like’ replacement of the current NCN75 route and would also 
retain the recreation route of the North Calder Heritage Trail through this area. 

 
• NR & JB to investigate the potential of cantilevering two new bridges designated 

for the use of walkers, cyclists and pedestrians - one off the existing railway 
bridge at Katherine Park Lane and the other off the bridge exiting Plains (heading 
East). 

 
• Proposals to divert the NCR onto a shared use pavement, which would be 

created adjacent to the A89 at Plains. 
 
I would like to confirm that we are happy to continue to work in partnership with all of 
the above stakeholders to find a mutually satisfactory solution to the problem of 
relocating the National Cycle Route and North Calder Heritage Trail to accommodate 
the reopening of the railway line. 
 
However, bearing in mind that the NLC would be doing the leg work to find match 
funding and undertake implementation of our proposed southern off-road route, 
which incidentally would be providing a better spend opportunity overall for the public 
pound, the forum would like to take this opportunity to request that the project 
provides a contribution of project monies of around £40K as part of the match funding 
to create an alternative southern route. 
 
As we stated previously in our objection to the Bill, we feel very strongly that given 
the significant public investment made in creating the Trail, the Scottish Executive 
must ensure that an alternative off road route can be created. 
 
We firmly believe that the above proposal offers the best solution to this problem and 
would make the best and most sensible use of public monies. 
 
 
Signature:     (Chairman) Date: 
 

 
 
David Wagstaffe 


