
SUBMISSION FROM STRATHCLYDE PARTNERSHIP FOR TRANSPORT 
 
Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee’s call for views on the Scottish Government’s draft report 
on Proposals and Policies: Scotland – A Low Carbon Society.  Having considered the draft report, SPT 
would offer views on the following sections: 
 

 A Low Carbon Scotland: The Vision 

 5. Business and the public sector 

 6. Transport 

 Need for Greater Powers 
 
SPT is broadly supportive of the proposals outlined.  However we would request that the following 
comments be considered. 
 
A Low Carbon Scotland: The Vision 
 
Whilst the vision supports the aim of modal shift to more sustainable travel modes, SPT would suggest 
that there should be specific reference to the role sustainable travel, including public transport, can play.  
There is a danger that the vision may create an impression that new technology will in most cases be the 
answer to carbon reduction.  Whilst it is likely that electric cars will ultimately replace petrol and diesel 
cars, and whilst this will improve local air quality in areas of congestion, it will not relieve the traffic 
congestion itself.  To tackle both local air quality and traffic congestion there needs to be a greater focus 
on and investment in public transport, walking and cycling.   
 
5. Business and the Public Sector 
 
SPT supports UK and Scottish policies to reduce carbon emissions across business and the public 
sector.   SPT also endorses the supporting and enabling measures set out in this draft report.  A number 
of the measures SPT is currently undertaking will help to support these measures, including:  
 
Policies 
 
Smart Metering and Better Billing 
SPT has introduced half-hourly energy metering across most of our sites. This has ensured that 
consumption monitoring is carried out and encourages better energy management.  SPT is already 
benefiting from this policy as steps have been taken to improve lighting and heating efficiencies across 
our sites.   
 
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
As with all public bodies, SPT is required to assess its energy performance across all sites. Energy 
Performance Certificates are displayed and measures on further improving energy performance are 
being investigated.  
 
Climate Change Levy 
SPT is charged for non-renewable energy consumption through our utilities billing which incentivises 
action. 
 
Carbon Trust and Energy Saving Trust Programmes 
SPT has benefited from these programmes, most notably in our work with the Carbon Trust, including the 
development of a Carbon Management Plan. 
 
CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme 
SPT has made preparations to meet scheme requirements. We look forward the outcome of discussions 
between the UK and Scottish Governments on the implications for Scotland of the recent amendments to 
the scheme. 
 
 
 
 



Supporting and Enabling Measures 
 
Energy Efficiency for Business 
SPT is supportive of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan. In particular, we welcome the establishment of a 
single Energy and Resource Efficiency Service.  
 
The Public Sector 
Leadership across the public sector is crucial to achieving the Government’s ambitions for a low carbon 
economy.  The duties placed on public bodies through the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 are 
appropriate and SPT is committed to fulfilling these duties. 
 
SPT will continue to implement its own Carbon Management Plan, which aims to deliver 20% emissions 
reduction by 2015 from a 2008/09 baseline. 
  
6. Transport 
 
SPT supports the need to reduce road transport emissions over the next decade. Transport accounts for 
almost 25% of Scotland's total emissions.  The transport sector must meet its obligations to help reduce 
Scotland's emissions and the reduction targets set under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2010.   
Investment in clean public transport will encourage modal shift and assist in meeting these targets.  
 
Policies  
 
Whilst SPT strongly supports mandatory EU emissions targets for new cars and vans, a stronger focus 
on encouraging modal shift to public transport and active travel is essential.   
 
Working in partnership with Glasgow City Council, SPT supports the Low Carbon Vehicle Procurement 
scheme which helps enable the transition to low carbon vehicles across our fleet.  SPT has invested in 
low carbon buses for use on supported routes across Strathclyde which we believe will help to encourage 
bus companies in the area to take up this technology and stimulate the wider market in Scotland for these 
vehicles.  SPT also offers travel planning services through its journey share programme.  More 
information is available on this at https://spt.liftshare.com . 
 
Proposals  
SPT is supportive of the measures aimed at achieving further reductions in transport emissions, 
including; driving more efficiently; widening travel choices; and reducing the need to travel. 
 
SPT supports the Government’s ambition to deliver personalised travel planning advice to all households 
in Scotland by 2022.  SPT currently offers this service in the SPT area through its journey share 
programme.    
 
SPT has a track record of providing innovative travel solutions, including Dial-a-Bus (now rebranded as 
MyBus), the ZoneCard multi-modal ticketing scheme and ongoing work to develop smartcard ticketing.   
 
Costs and Benefits 
SPT supports the proposed investment across the three main transport packages.  However, we would 
urge that there should be greater focus on encouraging modal shift as a top priority -  the fewer single 
occupancy journeys undertaken, the greater the reduction of emissions, including from low-carbon 
vehicles.  SPT would recommend greater investment in public transport infrastructure and services to 
encourage greater modal shift and help to further reduce emissions and minimise congestion.  
 
Need for Greater Powers 
 
Legislative powers to allow the Scottish Government to determine the level of the national speed 
limit in Scotland 
 
Potentially this might be seen as a measure which could allow for greater responsiveness to issues 
arising on the Scottish roads network and meeting emissions targets.  However, driver behaviour, policing 
and legal issues, EU legislation governing aspects such as drivers’ hours, economic 

https://spt.liftshare.com/


advantage/disadvantage as well as road safety would all have to be considered if such powers were to be 
granted. 
 
Fiscal Autonomy to tailor fuel and vehicle excise duties to better take account of Scottish 
circumstances which could contribute to emissions reductions 
 
SPT has no locus to comment on UK/Scottish tax raising powers.  However, should such a power be 
granted and used, consideration would need to be given to the equity of such an approach across the 
range of users.  This would include consideration of the impacts of such a policy on both urban and rural 
areas, and the possible encouragement such a policy might give to longer commutes. 
 
Further legislative powers, in particular increased fiscal powers that would enable the faster 
delivery of high speed rail in Scotland. 
 
Whilst SPT has no locus to comment on UK/Scottish tax raising powers, we are supportive of the case to 
bring HSR to Scotland.  


