
SUBMISSION FROM GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL 
 
Introduction 
Glasgow City Council welcomes this opportunity to comment on the new budget and Report on 
Proposals and Policies (RPP). This report represents a „roadmap‟ setting out how the Scottish 
Government plans to deliver the emissions reduction targets set in the Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act. Being the first of this kind in Scotland it is useful and comprehensive; however it is also a learning 
curve. 
 
Comments on the RPP 
GCC welcomes the RPP. It describes the vision for Scotland and its aspiration to lead in reducing 
carbon emissions. It highlights the significant potential and opportunities that will arise from the 
transition to a more sustainable Scotland. However, this potential needs to be funded, making the 
availability of private and public finance and the development of new and innovative funding models 
essential to realising the opportunities described in the Report. GCC recognises the current challenge 
faced by a reduction in public expenditure, but this shouldn‟t be a barrier to achieving emissions 
reductions. The RPP isn‟t always clear in this area. 
 
The RPP demonstrates that existing and identified Scottish policies can deliver the required 42 % 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.   
 
The RPP should describe the level of policy ambition required to achieve the overall 42% emission 
reduction target by 2020, despite uncertainties regarding the impact of future policies and the role of 
UK and European polices. The Committee on Climate Change‟s report on Scotland‟s path to a low-
carbon economy clearly states that the “Scottish climate strategy should be based on aiming for a 
level of emissions reduction effort in the non-traded sector that is invariant to the EU framework.” 
(CCC report p. 39) 
 
The RPP must also give clear and comprehensive guidance on emissions savings attributed to each 
policy and how the cumulative total of these savings will help achieving the annual targets. It is also 
important that the responsibility for the delivery of the proposed policies is clearly laid out. 
 
Comments on the budget  
Funding for the measures in the report on policies and proposals (RPP) is unclear in most respects. A 
small part (£17m) of the promised £70 million national renewables infrastructure fund is to be spent in 
2011-12. But other budgets such as those for housing energy efficiency appear to have been cut. 
 
The level of spend on sustainability in housing is down by nearly £20 million. Figures in the RPP show 
a reduction in the level of ambition for home insulation. The spend on active travel increases by £4 
million to £25 million. 
 
Capital spend on road building has been increased by £32m; while capital spend on rail is to be cut by 
£20 million. This will increase climate emissions, while providing very limited economic benefits. 
Local Government: No new funding and no guarantees on emissions cuts are included in the funding 
deal offered to local authorities. 
 
There is a small increase of £1m proposed in the Climate Challenge Fund, raising it to £10.3m, but a 
cut in the Sustainability Action Fund. 
 


