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PUBLIC SERVICES REFORM (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
Thank you for your letter of 3 February regarding amendment 48 introduced by the 
Government at Stage 2 of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Bill. 
 
I do not think it accurate to say that the amendment came about as a result of 
correspondence between the Cabinet Secretary and the SPCB.  Although the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth wrote to the SPCB on 18 
December 2009, the SPCB’s response to the effect that the proposed amendment 
could be a workable compromise postdates the lodging of the amendment.   
 
The SPCB is of the view that the amendment is subject to the agreement of 
Parliament and, if Parliament agreed that the SPCB should undertake this role it 
would expect such powers to be used sparingly and notes that any final decision 
would be a matter for the Parliament. 
 
The SPCB is fully aware of the important role that your Committee has in relation to 
the functions of the Scottish Parliamentary Standards Commissioner and the 
Commissioner for Public Appointments in Scotland and recognises that changes to 
the current Scottish Parliamentary Standards Commissioner Act 2002 could impact 
on the Code of Conduct for which changes can only be proposed by your 
Committee. 
 
I would therefore expect that the SPCB would engage fully with your Committee 
should any circumstances arise in which a proposal under Section 10 or 13(1) 
regarding the functions of either of these two officeholders was in contemplation.  It 
is also possible that your Committee might invite the SPCB to initiate a proposal.  In 
either event, I anticipate that your Committee would be fully involved in considering 
the implications, as set out in your letter. 
 



 

   

As the Bill is still subject to approval by the Parliament, there has as yet been no 
consideration of detailed arrangements. 
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
ALEX FERGUSSON 


