
SUBMISSION FROM JAMES HUNTER 
 
1. I am Professor Emeritus of History at the UHI Millennium Institute, soon to be the 
University of the Highlands and Islands. I was for six years, 1998-2004, chairman of 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise. I have a longstanding involvement in Highlands and 
Islands developmental matters. 
 
2. I am getting in touch with you to register my strongest possible support for the 
submission made to the Scotland Bill Committee last week by Mr Andy Wightman. Mr 
Wightman’s submission dealt with the opportunity which the Scotland Bill provides to 
modernise and improve the administration of the important public rights that are 
presently managed by the Crown Estate Commissioners under the Crown Estate Act, 
1961. 
 
3. These are matters of particular importance in a Highlands and Islands context – given 
the very welcome commitment of the Scottish Government to developing the potentially 
very large offshore renewables resource in Highlands and Islands waters. It cannot 
possibly be in the interest of the Scottish Government or the Scottish Parliament – and it 
certainly will not be in the interest of Highlands and Islands communities and their local 
authorities – to simply sit back and permit the CEC, a remote body which has long had 
a deservedly poor reputation in the Highlands and Islands, to continue to exercise the 
powers that the CEC now exercises in relation to offshore renewables. The Scotland 
Bill, as Mr Wightman points out, could be readily modified to prevent this happening 
and, indeed, to ensure that – as is perfectly consistent with the continuing process of 
devolution – the Scottish Government takes over the administration of Crown rights in 
Scotland. Perhaps needless to say, I should very much like to see responsibility for 
those rights then further devolved within Scotland. But the first step is for the Scottish 
Government, the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish people to forestall any 
continuation of the current, and wholly unsatisfactory, position. 
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