
SUBMISSION FROM GENERAL DENTAL COUNCIL 
 
1. The General Dental Council (GDC) welcomes the opportunity to respond to this 
call for Written Evidence. We respond to question 11 of the Committee’s call for 
evidence below. 
 
2. The GDC is the organisation which regulates dentists, dental nurses, dental 
technicians, clinical dental technicians, orthodontic therapists, dental hygienists and 
dental therapists in the United Kingdom. As part of this role, we: 
 
•           register qualified professionals; 
•           set standards of dental practice and conduct; 
•           assure the quality of dental education; 
•           ensure professionals keep up-to-date; 
•           help patients with complaints about a dental professional; 
•           are working to strengthen patient protection. 
 
Patients, and the standard of care they receive, are at the forefront of the GDC’s 
work.  
 
Current situation 
3. The General Dental Council is a statutory regulatory body and our work in 
protecting patients and regulating the dental team is carried out under the Dentists 
Act 1984 as amended.   
 
4. The Scottish Parliament has had devolved responsibility for the regulation of 
dental nurses, dental technicians, clinical dental technicians and orthodontic 
therapists in Scotland since registration of these groups was introduced across the 
UK in 2006. The Scottish Parliament does not have devolved responsibility for other 
categories of registrant (dentists, dental hygienists and dental therapists) and so 
there is currently an inconsistent approach. 
 
The practical effect of devolved regulation to date 
5. The GDC sets standards for all dental professionals. Its statutory functions relate 
to the dental team throughout the UK. The current arrangements for registration of 
dental nurses, dental technicians, clinical dental technicians and orthodontic 
therapists were introduced in 2006 with a two year transitional period leading to 
qualification-based registration from 2008. It is therefore too early to assess the full 
impact of devolved regulation on patient protection, on the operation of the register, 
or on registrants. 
 
6. The Scottish Parliament has not taken forward any new Scottish legislation 
relating to the regulation of individual dental professionals since its establishment. 
There has therefore been no impact on the consistency of our approach to regulation 
across the UK. The Scottish Parliament has however considered and approved 
orders under Section 60 of the Health Act 1999, including that which established a 
fully appointed General Dental Council.  
 



7. One operational impact on the GDC has been the need to lay Section 60 orders 
before both the UK Parliament and the Scottish Parliament when seeking a change 
in legislation. This however has not presented any issues.  
 
8. The GDC also lays its annual report and accounts before the Scottish Parliament 
as well as the UK Parliament because of the Scottish Parliament’s devolved 
responsibility for the regulation of dental nurses, dental technicians, clinical dental 
technicians and orthodontic therapists. This also has not presented any issues.  
 
Potential impact  
 

9. Based on the GDC’s experience to date, there are no pronounced advantages or 
disadvantages to the devolved model. Looking ahead, we note the potential increase 
in cost and complexity of regulation should statutory requirements diverge between 
Scotland and other parts of the UK.   
 
10. Whatever the outcome of the current debate, i.e. whether powers continue to be 
devolved or are reserved to Westminster, the GDC, as a responsible regulator will 
work within the legislative framework. The GDC actively engages with Scottish 
Government Health Directorates, patient and public organisations, and the 
profession. 
 
11. The GDC will continue to work to protect patients by engaging with key 
stakeholders in each of the UK administrations.  
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