
SUBMISSION FROM KENNY MCPHEE 
 
1. I would like to introduce myself to you and my experience within optometry. I have been 
qualified for 25 years having purchased my own practice on qualification. I have also 
served on many committees over the years at both local and national level. For example I 
was chairman of the Strathclyde purchasing group from 1989-1992, Chairman of the 
Scottish Contact Lens Society from 1999-2001 and chairman of Ayrshire and Aaron 
opticians from 2002-2006. 
 
2. I feel very strongly that like our education system our medical professions must be 
subject to a Scottish control solely. My experience of my own profession is that within 
Scotland we have achieved excellent relationships with many of our ophthalmologists, 
health boards and patients. 
 
3. In 2006, the new contract was introduced this broadened the scope of the eye 
examination. This has resulted in better referral procedure and less secondary care 
(hospital) appointments. Ensuring the greater medical eye care and financial efficiency as 
it has eliminated minor or routine eye problems incurring the costs of a hospital 
appointment. Therefore this allows the ophthalmologists to deal with the more complex 
pathologies and operations. 
 
4. This system is the envy of every English colleague I have met and ophthalmology in 
England feel unable to engage as they do here with optometry as no such examination 
procedures are in place. In summary, why would the Scottish Government agree to losing 
a better system, for the sake of an inferior British one, the Scottish people deserve this 
standard of eye care and we have additionally trained, capable and enthusiastic 
optometrists delivering this to them. 
 
5. I feel passionately that this must not be lost and would happily give up my time to attend 
any Scottish Government meetings if you felt my input would in any way be helpful or 
informative. 
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