
  

SUBMISSION FROM ROAD HAULAGE ASSOCIATION LTD (RHA) 
 
With reference to the Committee’s call for written evidence on the Scotland Bill, I submit 
the Road Haulage Association’s (RHA) views on some of the questions outlined in the 
Committee’s paper. The RHA is the primary trade association representing road haulage 
businesses in Scotland. Our views, aligned to some of the questions in the paper, are set 
out below: 
 
Question 1 – Extension of Scottish Parliament’s powers and working relationship 
between the Parliaments 
A. The proposals in the Bill and the White Paper (Strengthening Scotland’s Future) extend 
the powers of the Scottish Parliament but in a transport sense still leaves a confusing split 
of responsibility between the Westminster and Edinburgh parliaments. As to improving the 
relationship between Westminster and Holyrood , this will depend to some extent on the 
changed powers being effectively underpinned by revised Memorandums of 
Understanding, and these being adhered to, which has not always been the case in the 
past  (particularly by Westminster Departments). 
 
Question 6 – Borrowing Powers 
A. The RHA welcomes the Parliament acquiring borrowing powers which should provide 
additional flexibility for the Scottish Government in funding major capital projects such as 
the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route and free up resources for other transport projects 
given the commitment to finance the second Forth Road Crossing. These powers should 
be introduced as soon as possible given the current cutbacks in current expenditure. 
 
Questions 9/10 
A. The proposed transfer of a few powers relating to transport are helpful but the split 
between reserved and devolved matters remains unnecessarily complicated. It would 
seem far better constitutionally, and practically, to start from the presumption that all 
transport issues should be devolved unless there is an exceptional reason for not doing 
so. 
 
We welcome the proposed transfer of powers relating to drink drive limits and setting the 
national speed limit for Scotland. However we understand that the latter power does not 
include the ability to vary vehicle speeds such as those for HGVs .In particular we have 
been pressing for the archaic 40 mph HGV speed limit on single carriageway roads to be 
increased to 50 mph (together with rigorous enforcement measures). Scotland has many 
strategic single carriageway roads which are the lifeblood of the Scottish economy in being 
able to move goods efficiently across the country. The 40 mph limit was set decades ago 
when lorries were far less well equipped from a safety and environmental point of view 
than they are today.   
 
The A9 is a prime example where the numerous stretches of single carriageway result in 
“platooning “ of vehicles behind HGVs with resultant frustration for car drivers, Recent 
studies have shown that fewer accidents may well occur as a result of raising the HGV 
limit. 
 
Presuming it is the case that it is currently not proposed to enable the Scottish Parliament 
to alter HGV limits, the RHA urges the Committee to press for this power to be devolved. 
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