
SUBMISSION FROM THE SCOTTISH ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

ASSOCIATION 

1. The Scottish Environmental Services Association (SESA) is the trade 

association representing Scotland’s waste and secondary resource industry. 

2. Driven by EU environmental law, we are a leading partner in Scotland’s 

transformation from a disposal to a zero waste society: since devolution, we have 

helped Scotland’s household recycling rate increase to above 35%. 

3. Two out of every three voters in Scotland believe the waste collection, 

recovery and management service our Members provide in partnership with local 

authorities is the most valued local service.  

4. Our written evidence focuses on proposals for devolution of landfill tax.  

Question 5  

What is your opinion of the proposals to create devolved taxes (stamp duty 

land tax and landfill tax) and the power to create new devolved taxes?   

A. SESA is concerned by measures which would see landfill tax devolved to the 

Scottish Parliament as this would seem to suggest a fundamental 

misunderstanding of the dynamics of the market for waste management.  

The landfill tax arguably represents the single greatest lever available to 

influence the management of waste in Scotland and across the UK, as the landfill 

tax escalator continues to make viable more sustainable waste solutions that 

would otherwise remain undeveloped.  

We were encouraged by HM Treasury’s announcement that the standard rate of 

landfill tax will continue to rise from its current rate of £48/tonne by £8 a year until 

at least £80/tonne in 2014, where a floor will be placed at this rate. SESA 

suggests that the floor under the landfill tax rate should remain to act as a long 

term driver to encourage investment in additional infrastructure.  

SESA’s Members believe that at £48/tonne, the landfill tax has reached a rate 

where it will begin to act as a driver for changing business behaviour in Scotland.  

Ministers might perceive that devolved powers to vary landfill tax from the rest of 

the UK could reduce the proportion of waste landfilled in Scotland or further 

increase recycling rates.  

However, we strongly advise that the cost of waste management in Scotland 

should be broadly the same as the rest of the UK: environmental criminals might 

otherwise exploit regulatory arbitrage between Scotland and England, leading to 

both “waste tourism” and higher levels of flytipping.  

SESA suggests that if complemented by a robust regulatory framework, the UK 

landfill tax escalator should assist the Scottish Government to achieve the 

objectives and targets of the Zero Waste Plan.  

However, if notwithstanding the industry’s concerns, powers should be devolved 

in this regard, these should be limited to the raising of landfill tax receipts, rather 

than to set the level of tax.  
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