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5 May 2009 
 
 

Mr Fergus D Cochrane 
Clerk to the Committee 
Public Petitions Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
TG.01 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane 
 
Re Consideration of Petition PE1220 
  
We are writing to you on behalf of SOS (Save our Surgery) Dounby. We are 
an action committee of patients which was started at a public meeting held as 
a result of an application for a community pharmacy in Dounby. The meeting 
resulted in over 1400 letters of protest, against the application, to our MSP, Mr 
Liam McArthur. This represents about 4/5 of the adult patients of the Dounby 
GP Surgery. 
 
We wish to write in support of Alan Kennedy's petition to the Scottish 
Government, 
 
The services provided by our own Dounby Practice are currently under threat 
due to an application for a new pharmacy in the village. If the application were 
to succeed it would mean the closure of the current dispensary with a loss of 
some 60% in income to the practice, which would have a direct and 
devastating affect on the excellent quality of the services that the practice is 
currently able to provide.  
 
As we understand it, the NHS exists to provide medical care for those citizens 
who need it, i.e. patients. Doctors and pharmacists should be considered as 
providers of care and the needs of the patients should be paramount. It is an 
act of extreme injustice to exclude patients from decision making processes 
which can seriously affect the level of health care they will receive. It is also 
contrary to the NHS Reform (Scotland) Act 2004 and the expressed wishes of 
the Health Secretary.  
 
We consider it equally unjust that concerned doctors are not considered 
‘interested parties’ when deciding pharmacy applications. 
 
There is very strong feeling against this application from the patients of 
Dounby Surgery, who are supported by their MSP, MP, local councillors, 
community councils and patients of dispensing GPs in other parts of Orkney.  
 
We strongly urge you to support the petition on behalf of those presently 
excluded from the process, i.e. patients and doctors. 
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It is grossly unfair that neither the patients nor the surgery can be regarded as 
'interested parties' by the Pharmacy Committee. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
Alan Jones (Chair) 
Denise Campbell (Secretary) 
David Brown 
Linda Dobbs 
Julie Hopkins 
Johnny Johnston 
Lynn Johnson 
Colin Kirkness 
Wendy Kirkness 
Jan Malesa 
G Lindsay Miller 
Anna Owen 
Ann Poke 
Norman Shearer 
Liza Shoesmith 
Alton Tait 
Brian Wright 
Jean Wright 
Frank Zabriskie 
Sara Zabriskie 
 
 

 


