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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010 
 

Letter from the Mininster for Community Safety 
 
In light of the Committee's interest in these matters during the passage of the 
Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill I thought it may interest the Committee 
to know what work is being undertaken to prepare for the implementation of the 
witness statement and disclosure provisions contained within the Act.  
 
The intention at this time is to commence these provisions no earlier than spring 
2011. Officials will keep plans for commencement under review however in light of 
any assessment on the impact of police training and in light of any emerging 
conclusions of the SJR legal aid and disclosure evaluation. 
 
A ‘Disclosure Delivery Group’ has been established to ensure an informed and 
coordinated approach to implementation takes place. Membership of this group 
includes representatives from the various criminal justice stakeholders, including the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, Scottish Courts Service, Police, Scottish 
Government and various specialist reporting agencies. One of the key areas the 
group is focusing upon is the provision of appropriate training by stakeholders. The 
group will also consider the approach to the monitoring and evaluation of the 
provisions once implemented. 
 
Officials have met with the Law Society of Scotland to ensure that the society and its 
members are properly informed of the provisions and implementation progress 
thereon.  Similarly, officials have met with the Judicial Studies Committee and are in 
contact with the Sheriffs’ Association, the Scottish Justices’ Association and the Lord 
President’s office to discuss the effective engagement with the judiciary throughout 
this period. Such meetings and liaison will continue throughout the implementation of 
the provisions. 
 
Finally, the Committee may wish to note that all Scottish police officers have been 
undergoing training on noting witness statements aimed at ensuring that high quality, 
accurate witness statements are taken in criminal investigations. The COPFS advise 
that they have already undertaken an extensive training programme for staff dealing 
with disclosure matters with further training programmes being developed.  
 
 
Fergus Ewing MSP 
Minister for Community Safety 
03 September 2010 
 


