
Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill 
 

Response from the Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
 
Dear Convener 
 
Thank you for your letter of 17 June 2009 concerning the state of play on 
personal licence applications under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
The Act is being implemented to the timetable set by the previous Scottish 
Executive. The transition timetable, which started on 1 February 2008, was 
designed to ensure the licensed trade had sufficient time to apply for premises 
licences and personal licences, and that licensing boards had sufficient time to 
process these.  
 
Though there is a concern about the low number of applications for personal 
licences submitted at this stage in the transition period, it has been possible to 
submit an application for a personal licence since 1 February 2008. This was set 
out clearly in the “What all licensees need to know about changes in Scottish 
licensing laws” document issued to all licensees before the start of the transition. 
We have also taken every opportunity at various events to stress the need to get 
applications in as early as possible. Most recently my officials wrote on 12 
January to stakeholders including the licensed trade bodies stressing the need 
for personal licence applications to be submitted, and the importance of Boards 
processing and issuing licences as speedily as possible. We are also aware that 
the licensed trade associations have carried out work to alert their members to 
the personal licence requirements.  
 
To obtain a personal licence a qualification is needed. When it was brought to 
our attention that some people were completing the training but not taking the 
next step of applying for the actual licence, the Government contacted the main 
training bodies and we now understand that it is common practice to remind 
people of the need to apply, or even to provide application forms at the end of the 
training. 
 
We are also aware that many Boards and Police forces have reminded 
applicants for the premises licence of the need to have a personal licence holder 
designated as a premises manager if they wish to serve alcohol from 1 
September. Furthermore, transition regulations require Boards to write reminding 
each premises licence holder of the need to apply for a personal licence. I am 
therefore content that every reasonable effort has been made by Government, 
Boards, and the licensed trade to encourage the trade to submit their 
applications to allow them to operate under the 2005 Act. 
 



In respect of the second concern about the speed at which Boards are dealing 
with applications, I have attached for the Committee’s interest a table which was 
complied this month showing the number of applications applied for, granted and 
issued by each Board. I have instructed officials to continue to monitor the 
process and to write again reminding licensing boards of the importance of 
issuing the personal licences as soon as possible. While the table shows a 
backlog in some areas, I am sure you would agree that it demonstrates Boards 
are getting on with the task, but success does depend upon the trade submitting 
their applications in the first place. 
 
The personal licence is a fundamental part of the new licensing regime. It 
ensures that there is a known, trained person responsible for the serving and 
sale of alcohol in every licensed premises. There has been a generous 
implementation period since the Bill was passed in 2005 and the Government will 
not be extending the 1 September deadline for the Act coming fully into force.  
 
We will however continue to monitor the situation in respect of personal licence 
applications and may consider a temporary adjustment to the transitional 
arrangements, if that is justified, to assist the trade and licensing boards in the 
remaining few months of the transition period.  
 
Parliament has chosen to license the sale of alcohol because it is a unique 
product and should be treated as such. Ultimately it is for those who wish to 
benefit from its sale to ensure they have fulfilled their responsibilities in 
undertaking the necessary training and applying for the relevant licences. 
 
 
Kenny MacAskill MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
23 July 2009 
 



Personal Licence Applications by Licensing Board 
 

Licensing Board Liquor 
Licences 
at 
31/12/071 

No of 
Personal 
Applications 
Received 

Pending Granted Issued 

Aberdeen City 646 535 160 375 375 
Aberdeenshire 692 275 159 116 116 
Angus 361 277 70 207 0 
Argyll & Bute 503 446 217 229 0 
Clackmannanshire 138 138 19 119 119 
Dumfries & Gall 732 707 707 0 0 
Dundee City 469 442 96 346 346 
East Ayrshire 335 452 31 421 By July 
East Dunbarton 155 204 204 0 0 
East Lothian 294 285 285 0 0 
East Renfrew 137 233 92 141 141 
Edinburgh City of 1929 1491 200 1291 Issuing 

Now 
Eilean Siar 103 110 25 85 85 
Falkirk 387 450 450 0 0 
Fife 1075 1100 1100 0 0 
Glasgow City 1890 1307 274 1033 1033 
Highland 1251 1222 181 1041 0 
Inverclyde 191 210 29 181 181 
Midlothian 183 267 267 0 0 
Moray 374 390 54 336 310 
North Ayrshire 416 578 319 259 259 
North Lanarkshire 680 768 768 0 0 
Orkney Islands 137 152 152 0 0 
Perth & Kinross 685 624 274 350 350 
Renfrewshire 440 469 469 0 0 
Scottish Borders 474 308 63 245 0 
Shetland Islands 154 166 23 143 143 
South Ayrshire 443 418 59 359 359 
South Lanarkshire 643 768 768 0 0 
Stirling 471 Not 

Available 
   

West Dunbarton 245 293 57 236 0 
West Lothian 388 350 185 165 0 

 
 

                                                 
1 This relates to licences under the 1976 Act, and is included only as an indication of the 
approximate number of licensed premises in each Board area. 


