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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Laura Lee 
 
I write to object in the strongest possible terms to the proposed amendments 
to the law regarding prostitution in Scotland.  
 
I am an independent escort and have been a sex worker for 16 years. In my 
time as a sex worker I have come to gain an invaluable amount of first hand 
knowledge of the industry. At present, it is possible for sex workers to enjoy 
an open relationship with the authorities, and we can feel confident in the full 
support of the police should we need to report any attacks, robberies etc.  
 
If prostitution is criminalised, those open channels of communication will be 
severed and an environment of mistrust will develop. I strongly urge you to 
consider that if we look towards regulation rather than prohibition, a workable 
solution can be reached for everyone. It is my firm belief that if the industry 
becomes more clandestine, it is then that the real criminals will emerge, those 
who will seek to offer "protection" to the women. 
 
Turning to advertising, it will be impossible to monitor internet advertising in 
particular, since the vast majority of sites are hosted off shore and are outside 
the jurisdiction of the UK. The recent calling by Harriet Harman to shut down 
Punternet is an example of that.  
 
With regard to targeting the clients, I fail to see why Scottish taxpayers should 
have to fund such a preposterous project.  The real criminals to be targeted 
are those who traffic women into this country and force them to work against 
their will. Is it really an appropriate use of valuable police and court time to 
arrest and charge those men who choose to use the services of a sex 
worker? Surely our valuable resources would be better deployed in finding 
those women who so  desperately need our help and prosecuting those who 
have trafficked them?  
 
It is possible now to open a copy of a tabloid newspaper and make an 
appointment to go and visit any number of working "flats" around the UK. This 
is therefore an important link in being able to identify and assist trafficked 
women, so if that is outlawed, it will be far more difficult to trace them. To take 
that one step further, if we had a system of licensed brothels with regular 
inspections then we would have no need for street workers, the women could 
work in safety and it would open up the channels of communication between 
sex workers and the authorities. 
 
In terms of our acceptance in society, these proposed regulations will turn the 
clock back 20 years and increase the marginalisation and stigma that we 
already experience, prostitutes are not criminals and should never be treated 
as such. 
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Finally, I am willing to meet with MSPs and discuss these proposals further.  
 
 
Laura Lee 
1 March 2010 
 


