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Equality Now is an international women’s rights organisation dedicated to 
ending violence and discrimination against women and girls around the world. 
We work to end all forms of trafficking in women and girls and partner with 
many grassroots organisations, several of whom are survivor led, to end the 
commercial sexual exploitation of women and girls. 
 
We write in strong support of amendment 8 lodged by Trish Godman insofar 
as it would criminalise the purchase of sex and any third-party facilitators of 
the purchase of sex and urge the Justice Committee to support these 
measures. 
 
Equality Now considers that the commercial sale of sex constitutes an abuse 
arising from and perpetuating gender inequality. Consequently we believe that 
those who patronise and promote prostitution perpetuate sexual exploitation 
and gender inequality, yet they remain largely hidden and unpunished. The 
vast majority of people selling sex in Scotland are women and those buying 
sex from them are men.  
 
The layers of discrimination and abuse in prostitution are manifold. A 2006 
Home Office study found 70% of those involved in street prostitution to have a 
history of local authority care and 45% reported experiencing childhood 
sexual abuse. To allow prostitution to flourish is to consign the most 
vulnerable to a life of violence, despair and inequality. 
 
By punishing the demand for prostitution, the Scottish Parliament would be 
sending a strong signal that sexual exploitation is neither acceptable nor will 
gender inequality be officially sanctioned in Scotland. At the same time we 
urge the Justice Committee to consider other measures that would rather 
promote gender equality and prevent prostitution, including support for 
broader educational programmes, decriminalisation of the selling of sex and 
provision of better funding and support for prostitution exit. 
 
Please give your full support to criminalising the purchase of sex. Women are 
not for sale. 
 
 
Jacqueline Hunt 
Director 
17 March 2010 
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