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Written submission from Steve Jarvis 
 
I am a concerned man who believes the proposed amendment will harm sex 
workers.  Although I do not live in Scotland, I have spent several years 
working in the fine city of Edinburgh where I believe there is a safe and 
discrete regime in place for the sex workers.  Prohibition never works, the 
USA has tried to prohibit sex work for years, and it continues as ever.  
Prohibition of alcohol in the states saw the rise of the Chicago gangs.  
 
I have taken a look at the submission by Eaves [please see Demand Change! 
Campaign’s submission] of why the purchase of sex should be criminalised.  
Their view on prostitution is not the view of the hundreds of prostitutes I 
communicate with.  If you read the ‘facts’ presented by Eaves and follow up 
their references, you will see they are being rather disingenuous and using 
statistics from street prostitution rather than prostitution in general.  They are 
being very selective in quoting research, and quoting it out of context to make 
their case.  Street prostitution statistics are easier to gather from police 
interviews, than statistics from the far greater incidence of indoor prostitution.  
Street prostitution statistics are also useful for the prohibitionists as there is 
little to say that is positive.  You must differentiate between the abuses that 
occur in street prostitution with what happens elsewhere in indoor sex work 
and escorting. 
 
75% of women in prostitution become involved when they are under the 
age of eighteen.  
 
The reference for this is from. 
http://www.wrc.org.uk/includes/documents/cm_docs/2008/s/statistics.pdf
 
Up to 75% of women involved in prostitution began when they were under 18 
years of age and most teenager prostitutes are involved in street prostitution, 
which is estimated to be ten times more dangerous than working from houses 
or flats. 

 
That document uses the figures from an American study specifically on street 
prostitution, not indoor prostitution. Benson, C. and Matthews, R. (1995), 
Street prostitution: Ten facts in search of a policy in International Journal of 
Sociology of the Law, Vol. 23, pp395-415 
 
Up to 70% of women in prostitution spent time in care. 45% report 
experiencing sexual abuse and 85% physical abuse during their 
childhoods. 
 
The reference for this the UK’s Paying the price.  These figures were gained 
from a profile of 333 prostitutes detailed in the paper by Hester & 
Westmarland (2004). Those interviewed would have been from a Crime 
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Reduction program, which can only have been looking at Street Prostitution.  
This again is street prostitution and not main stream sex work. 
 
74% of women in prostitution identify poverty, the need to pay 
household expenses and support their children, as primary motivators 
for being drawn into prostitution. 
 
I won’t argue this one.  I can’t though see how this justifies the criminalization 
of the purchase of sexual services.  It looks to me the target of policy should 
be, the reason why women get into poverty.  One plus side of prostitution for 
many women in poverty is the ease in which they can start and stop working.  
For many the cash can be made, and unlike ‘proper jobs’ they won’t lose state 
benefits they may be receiving. 
 
More than half of UK women in prostitution have been raped and/or 
seriously sexually assaulted and at least 75% have been physically 
assaulted at the hands of both pimps and punters. 
 
This figure again is taken from street prostitution, and not indoor/agency work.  
The title of the paper makes that plain.  Other research papers show few 
working indoors are physically assaulted.  From those who are assaulted, the 
minority are from clients.  Most of the assaults on indoor sex workers are from 
criminal gangs raiding premises because they know the sex workers will not 
go to the police to report the crime. 
 
Home Office (2004b). Solutions and Strategies: Drug Problems and Street 
Sex Markets. London: UK Government. 
 
Women in prostitution in London suffer from a mortality rate that is 12 
times higher than the national average. 
 
This statistic was taken from the following document. 
 
Home Office (2004b). Solutions and Strategies: Drug Problems and Street 
Sex Markets. London: UK Government. 
 
Again this is from street markets, and taking the quote, which Eaves missed 
from the document 
http://www.wrc.org.uk/includes/documents/cm_docs/2008/s/statistics.pdf
 
Up to 75% of women involved in prostitution began when they were under 18 
years of age and most teenager prostitutes are involved in street prostitution, 
which is estimated to be ten times more dangerous than working from 
houses or flats. 
 
One ends up wondering why Government policies continue to criminalise 
indoor prostitution with few exceptions like the licensed saunas of Edinburgh 
which are inspected by the police and are safe environments to work in.  A 
good model for Scotland as a whole to follow. 
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9 out of 10 women surveyed would like to exit prostitution. 
 
I do wonder how this question was phrased.  If I was asked whether I wanted 
to stop my well paid professional job, the answer would be yes.  I would love 
to stop if I could afford it. 
 
This statistic is completely at odds with a large number of surveys done in the 
US, Holland, Australia which show that women working in prostitution are 
happy and have a high self esteem. 
 
In The Netherlands, three-quarters of indoor workers report that they enjoy 
their work (Dalder, 2004: 34). Research on 95 call girls in Sydney, Australia 
found that they were generally emotionally healthy (Perkins and Lovejoy, 
1996). 

 
This is quoted in greater detail later.  Please you must differentiate between 
these headline catching scare stories published by the anti prostitution 
campaigners with the actual facts of prostitution as practiced indoors, by 
independent escorts, by agency escorts and brothel workers. 
 
This review of a number of research articles shows  a differentiation between 
indoor prostitutes, call girls and street prostitutes.  Reading this review of 
research would leave you feeling that for a majority of indoor prostitutes, the 
work was a benefit to their health and mental well being. 
 
http://www.bayswan.org/New_Directions_prost.pdf 
 
Research on streetwalkers and call girls in California and legal brothel 
workers in Nevada found that 97% of the call girls reported an increase in 
self-esteem after they began working in prostitution, compared with 50% of 
the brothel workers but only 8% of the streetwalkers (Prince, 1986: 454). Call 
girls expressed positive views of their work; brothel workers were generally 
satisfied with their work; but street prostitutes evaluated their work more 
negatively (Prince, 1986: 497). Similarly, a study of indoor prostitutes (most of 
whom worked in bars) in a Midwestern city in the United States found that 
three-quarters of them felt that their life had improved after entering 
prostitution (the remainder reported no change; none said it was worse than 
before); more than half said that they generally enjoy their work (Decker, 
1979: 166, 174). In The Netherlands, three-quarters of indoor workers report 
that they enjoy their work (Dalder, 2004: 34). Research on 95 call girls in 
Sydney, Australia found that they were generally emotionally healthy (Perkins 
and Lovejoy, 1996). All of the escorts studied by Foltz (1979: 128) took pride 
in their profession  and viewed themselves as morally superior to others: they 
consider women who are not ‘in the life’ to be throwing away woman’s major 
source of power and control [sexual capital], while they as prostitutes are 
using it to their own advantage as well as for the benefit of society. And an 
Australian study found that half of call girls and brothel workers felt that their 
work was a major source of satisfaction in their lives, while 7 out of 10 said 
they would definitely choose this work if they had it to do overagain 
(Woodward et al., 2004: 39). Other studies of indoor work report that the 
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workers felt the job had at least some positive effect on their lives or believed 
that they were providing a valuable service (Brents and Hausbeck, 2005; 
Bryant and Palmer, 1975; Chapkis, 1997; Farley and Davis, 1978; Lever and 
Dolnick, 2000; Lucas, 1998; Verlarde and Warlick, 1973; West, 1993). 
 
You may want to look at a more recent research paper published by 
Dr. Suzanne Jenkins, from Keele University, Staffs on prostitution. BEYOND 
GENDER: AN EXAMINATION OF EXPLOITATION IN SEX WORK.  Available 
at http://www.sexworker.at/phpBB2/download.php?id=479
 
Facts like 72% female escorts like the work for the independence, 67% for 
meeting people and of course 93% for the money. 
 
When asked about client relationships 54% put the transaction as an equality, 
26% that the client was vulnerable. Only 6% saw that the client had power 
over them. 
 
77% of escorts felt their clients respected them, and  a similar number also 
respected their client. 
 
72% of escorts felt their self confidence had been increased. 
 
56.6% of escort felt they had never been exploited by their clients, while only 
3% were exploited often. 
 
Eaves make a point of our international and domestic obligation to 
CEDAW.  Below I have quoted from their statement  
 

Indeed, the UK has multiple international and domestic obligations to 
tackle the demand for prostitution, in recognition of the harms inherent 
within it. The most important of these obligations is Article 6 of the 
Convention on the Elimination Of All Forms Of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW), which calls on State Parties to: Take all appropriate 
measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in 
women and exploitation of the prostitution of women. Other relevant 
international instruments in this context 

 
This does not request you to legislate against prostitution, but to legislate to 
allow women to prostitute themselves without exploitation. 
 
Trafficking 
 
I would like to make some general comments on trafficking.  It is thought 
among many that the number of trafficked women for sexual purposes is 
4000.  I have seen this as 4000 women a year brought in, or 4000 at any one 
time.  The figure is quoted as a UK home office estimate, but the way it was 
generated is a best a guess, using an assumption that 90% of women working 
in the Soho area of London were all trafficked.  I would point you to the UK 
Governments link to this document, but it appears to have been removed.  
They were probably too embarrassed.  I can only point you presently to  this 
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article from Guardian Journalist Nick Davies ( Prostitution and trafficking the 
anatomy of a moral panic) who charts the rise and rise of the number of 
trafficked women in the UK. 
 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/oct/20/trafficking-numbers-women-
exaggerated
 
Trafficking women against their will into the UK for sexual purposes is a 
heinous crime, but it does no one any good to exaggerate and inflate the 
figure.  The size of problem has to be understood to be able to combat it. 
 
In the same article by Nick Davies an analysis of the numbers of trafficked 
women in Pentameter 2 is exposed. 
 

The internal analysis of Pentameter Two, obtained by the Guardian, 
reveals that after six months of raids across the UK, 11 women were 
finally "made safe". This clashes with early police claims that 
Pentameter had rescued 351 victims. By the time that Brain held his 
press conference in July last year, that figure had been reduced to 167 
victims who were said to have been "saved from lives of abuse, 
exploitation and misery". 

 
Research published recently by Dr Nick Mai of London Metropolitan 
University, concludes that, contrary to public perception, the majority of 
migrant sex workers have chosen prostitution as a source of "dignified living 
conditions and to increase their opportunities for a better future while 
dramatically improving the living conditions of their families in the country of 
origin". After detailed interviews with 100 migrant sex workers in the UK, Mai 
found: "For the majority, working in the sex industry was a way to avoid the 
exploitative working conditions they had met in their previous non-sexual 
jobs." 
 
http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/research-units/iset/projects/esrc-migrant-
workers.cfm
 
 
Steve Jarvis 
17 March 2010 
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