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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Fun Times 
 
Response to amendments 11a, 11b, and 11c of the Criminal Justice and 
Licensing Bill 
 
I find it absolutely deplorable and completely shocking that members of the 
Scottish Executive would consider such draconian legislation as that 
proposed by amendments 11a, 11b, and 11c. 
 
Myths. There are hundreds of myths about the industry, far too many to list 
here in this response. Many of these myths are the basis for amendments 
such as those proposed by Trish Godman. Below I have listed only a small 
number. 
 

• Figures of the number of trafficked women of 4000/year. Proven wrong 
(see below).  

• The “Job Description” published by “Safer Glasgow”. These claims are 
blatantly untrue. To claim that every sex worker will be treated as the site 
claims is ludicrous to say the least. Workers in the sex industry are not 
penetrated the way this site claims. Payment is agreed in advance and 
paid up front, unlike the claims made on this site. Most other claims made 
by this site are completely untrue. 

• The figures claimed by “Demand Change” are unlikely to be accurate 
across the whole sex industry. It always depends what questions were 
asked, and who were asked by the various agencies that produced the 
figures. I could ask a different sector of the sex industry the same 
questions, and come up with figures of less than 1% for each claim made. 
Never forget the quote “There are lies, damned lies, and statistics”. The 
choice of statistics used may have been chosen to suit a particular 
agenda. Thus creating more myths about the industry as a whole, as 
opposed to giving a true and balanced view of it. 

• Most sex workers are drug addicts. This may be accurate for street 
workers, but is most certainly not true for off-street workers. The numbers 
of off-street sex workers using drugs would be no higher than non sex 
workers in society. 

• Sex workers carry and spread STIs. Sex workers in the main are some 
of the most aware people in the country about STIs, and will never risk 
infection of themselves or others. Many of the workers actively promote 
safe sex, not just within the industry, but out-with as well. 

 
Demand. The demand for sexual services will never go away, irrespective of 
legislation. The sex industry has been around for hundreds, if not thousands 
of years, and even occurs in other species (but I’ll stick to the human race). 
Legislation produced by nations and civilisations throughout the ages, has 
failed to eliminate demand, and in some cases even increased it. Why would 
some legislation from the Scottish Executive be any different? It will not. 
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Trafficking. Much has bee made of Trafficking south of the border in relation 
to the sex industry. Figures were published and used in the House of 
Commons of 4000 women trafficked into the UK each year with regard to the 
sex industry. This figure is still being published and used here in Scotland to 
try to push these amendments through. These figures were proven to be 
completely false. The Guardian proved beyond doubt that the figures quoted, 
and used to try to push through legislation at Westminster, were simply 
plucked from thin air, then hyped by MPs, radical feminists, the media and 
anyone else with an agenda. Thankfully, the House of Lords could see that 
the proposed legislation was wrong in it’s earlier drafts. The figures used then, 
and now, were used on the premise of “If you repeat a lie often enough, and 
loud enough, it becomes the truth”, well, not in the modern digital age it 
doesn’t, and the Guardian has proven this. Ref: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/oct/20/trafficking-numbers-women-
exaggerated  
 
In actual fact, most trafficked people in the UK end up working in the building 
industry, on farms, in the fish processing industry, in catering, and in many 
other industries.  
 
Trafficking does need to be stopped. These proposed amendments will do 
nothing to stop it, but will in fact increase it through fear of reporting it. 
Trafficking should not be used to try to force these amendments through, as 
Baroness Kennedy has just begun an investigation into the effects of 
trafficking in Scotland. The Executive should wait for the publication of the 
report. 
 
Street Prostitution. This section of the industry is driven predominantly by 
drug addiction, mainly crack cocaine and heroin. Street prostitution could be 
virtually eliminated from the streets of Scotland by taking the correct approach 
to drug treatment of addicts, and education of our children and young people. 
This is the area where most good could be done by MSPs.  Not only would 
street prostitution be drastically reduced, but also street robbery, house 
breaking, and numerous other drug related crimes will also see a dramatic 
drop. Is this not something the Executive would like to see? Of course it is, but 
the proposed amendments will never achieve this. Only a step change in drug 
policy will, not anti sex work legislation. Scotland could have the lowest drug 
related crime rates in the UK, if not Europe. It is an achievable goal, but these 
amendments will only serve to hamper any efforts made in this area by forcing 
the industry underground and into the hands of pimps, drug dealers, or other 
criminals. Street work is an area of prostitution is where the vast majority of 
abuse, robberies, physical attacks, rapes, etc take place. I talked recently to a 
serving police officer. This officer suggested that the ending of tolerance 
zones has made their job infinitely more difficult. Workers and clients now fear 
the police, instead of assisting them to reduce abuse, theft, rape, etc. The 
amendments proposed will make workers lives even more difficult, and much 
more dangerous than they are now. 
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Saunas/Massage Parlours/Escort Agencies. This is an area that some 
positive legislation could be applied. Agencies, saunas, etc, should be 
licensed and regulated. This will ensure the workers are treated properly, and 
fairly. A licensing scheme for them could easily be brought in allowing them to 
trade, and the rights of workers protected. The amendments proposed will 
push them further into the black economy, where workers could be exploited 
or abused. There are also tax benefits to regulation and licensing. 
 
Independent Escorts. Independent Escorts create no problems at all for our 
society. Many of they are very well educated, some to degree level (take Dr. 
Brooke Maganti, writer of the book Belle De Jour, as an example). There’s a 
site which was created by escorts, for escorts. The purpose of the site is to 
provide advice on a range of issues, including personal safety, warnings of 
dangerous clients, scams, health issues, and more. The escorts provide this 
resource free to all at their own expense. They are responsible professional 
people. They have entered the industry through personal choice, not through 
force, coercion, or any other method which was not their choice. The majority 
of them pay taxes, NI, etc. They don’t solicit in bars, clubs, or on the streets. 
They are happy with the choice they have made, and are free to leave the 
industry any time they want to. Why force them out of business into low paid 
work, or onto state benefits? It makes no sense whatsoever. How many 
workers from other industries can work legally, but be banned from 
advertising, and all clients automatically become criminals for using their 
services? 
 
Advertising. Banning the advertising of sexual services will be the most futile 
legislation that the Scottish Executive will ever have produced. You can only 
ban advertising from places within Scotland. A ban will do nothing to prevent 
workers advertising on websites and publications based out with Scotland, 
and out with the UK, such as one very well known US based one), and 
another very well known Belize based one. Workers who do not have direct 
access to sites like this will end up driven to unscrupulous, and possibly 
criminal people, to place adverts on their behalf. Those people then have the 
ability to control, manipulate, and possibly abuse the workers. A ban on 
workers placing adverts would be a huge backward step. 
 
Disabled Clients. There are a significant number of disabled clients that use 
the services of sex workers. It is often the only form of intimate physical 
contact they get. Should they now be branded criminals for seeking 
something that is a basic human instinct? No, they should not, but the 
proposed amendments will make them criminals. Will any MSP be prepared 
to stand up and say it is right to deny disabled people this most basic of 
human needs? 
 
The proposed amendments have been introduced at the latest point in time in 
an attempt to have them pushed though without proper debate, or 
consultation. These amendments have been ill though out. Introducing 
blanket bans (prohibition) to an area such as an industry so complex as the 
sex industry would be nothing short of wrong in every respect. The workers in 
the industry would be put at significantly more risk than they are at present. 
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No consideration of the health, safety, welfare, etc of the workers has been 
made with regard to these amendments. What are the reasons for bringing in 
such draconian legislation? I feel it is to appease the moral stance of MSPs, 
or to be “seen to be doing something” which in actual fact would be “out of 
sight, out of mind”. Personal morals should never be a reason to introduce or 
alter any legislation.  It could be a vain attempt to do what Westminster 
couldn’t, without consideration for the workers affected. Scotland has perfectly 
ample laws to cover rape, abuse, harassment, trafficking, kerb crawling, etc. 
Our Police forces struggle to keep up with the existing laws through budgetary 
or operational reasons. There’s no need for any new legislation. 
 
Similar legislation was proposed in England and Wales, but the House of 
Lords stopped it. I urge the Justice committee to reject these amendments. 
 
 
G. Alexander 
Fun Times 
14 March 2010 


