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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from the Scottish Trades Union Congress 
 
Introduction 
 
The STUC is Scotland’s trade union centre. Its purpose is to coordinate, develop 
and articulate the views and policies of the trade union movement in Scotland; 
reflecting the aspirations of trade unionists as workers and citizens.   
 
The STUC represents over 640,000 working people and their families throughout 
Scotland. It speaks for trade union members in and out of work, in the community 
and in the workplace. Our affiliated organisations have interests in all sectors of 
the economy. Our representative structures are constructed to take account of 
the specific views of women members, young members, Black/minority ethnic 
members, LGBT members, and members with a disability, as well as retired and 
unemployed workers.    
 
The STUC welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this short consultation at 
Stage 2 of the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committee scrutiny of the Criminal 
Justice and Licensing Bill. 
 
As indicated in earlier correspondence to Committee members from STUC 
General Secretary Grahame Smith, the STUC is supportive of Amendment 8, as 
submitted by Trish Godman MSP. 
 
Policy 
 
The amendment seeks to create an offence of ‘engaging in, advertising and 
facilitating paid sexual services’.  
 
The STUC annual Congress 2009 called for ‘the criminalisation of the purchase 
of sex, whether in public places or private clubs and brothels throughout the UK, 
as a means of tackling human trafficking, exploitation and violence against 
women’  
 
It is our view that tackling demand will reduce the exploitation of women, and 
reduce prostitution. Most women who are in prostitution are vulnerable, poor, and 
in bad health, many with drug and alcohol addictions. The STUC wishes to see 
investment in public services which can give appropriate support to women who 
are living with mental health problems, addictions, and in poverty, encouraging 
alternatives to prostitution. We have strong concerns that the worsening 
economic situation will expose more women to risk and harm through 
prostitution. Reducing demand is crucial.  
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The STUC would urge support for this Amendment to the Criminal Justice and 
Licensing Bill, in the context of that additional investment to support women 
exiting prostitution.  
 
Violence against women should be tackled wherever it occurs, and seeking to 
remove the current legitimacy that surrounds the purchase of sex is to be 
welcomed.  
 
This would give a clear message, not just within Scotland, but wider afield, which 
would make a positive contribution to reducing the trafficking for sexual services 
and the exploitation that is associated with that.  
 
The STUC Women’s Conference in 2008 raised strong concerns over the 
prospect of a significant rise in the commercial exploitation of women as the 
Commonwealth Games come to Glasgow in 2012.  
 
Supporting this Amendment will give Scotland an appropriate legislative 
framework to address those concerns, and to continue to work across all 
agencies to tackle violence against women. 
 
 
STUC 
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