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Quarriers is a Scottish charity providing practical care and support in the 
areas of adult disability, children and families, epilepsy and young adults. 
Through more than 120 services in Scotland and south west England, we 
challenge inequality of opportunity and choice, to bring about positive change 
in people’s lives.  
 
Amendment 8 - Offences of engaging in, advertising and facilitating 
paid-for sexual activities 
 
Many of the people supported by Quarriers youth housing support services 
can be vulnerable to sexual exploitation by reason of their age, background 
and previous traumatic experiences. This response has been developed by 
Quarriers’ staff with considerable experience of working with young women 
and men who have been sexually exploited.  
 
We have concerns that this legislative amendment will do little to achieve the 
cultural and attitudinal changes required to ensure that the purchase of sex 
becomes unacceptable. 
 
• It is unclear whether “paid-for” includes transactions other than money. For 

example, young people can often be rewarded for sex with gifts of drugs, 
alcohol, clothes etc, either as a stand-alone transaction, or as part of a 
deliberate grooming process aimed at sexual abuse or exploitation, or 
normalising prostitution. 

 
• Young people are often persuaded to encourage others to attend “parties”, 

usually held by older men, where money may not change hands, but 
where gifts are usually expected, and given, in exchange for sex. We are 
concerned that, in circumstances like this, young people may be 
committing the offence of “facilitating engagement in a paid-for sexual 
activity” and the actual perpetrators of the offence escape any culpability.  

 
• The proposed fine would not be seen as a deterrent, and we feel that, 

given the background and social standing of some of the people who 
engage in paid-for sexual activity, consideration needs to be given to 
sentencing options that would have a greater reputational impact.  

 
Whilst the criminalisation of engaging in paid-for sexual activity might form a 
useful part of a far wider set of proposals aimed at addressing prostitution, 
more needs to be done to prevent the circumstances that lead to the 
vulnerability of young people and the consequent risk of their involvement in 
prostitution. Key priorities must include addressing issues of poverty, lack of 
opportunity, poor education and low levels of skills, employability and self-
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confidence, to ensure that young people are able to raise their aspirations and 
to achieve their full potential. 
 
 
Kate Sanford 
Policy Manager 
19 March 2010 
 

2 


