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In support of amendment 8  
 
About WDVAWP 
 
West Dunbartonshire Violence Against Women Partnership is a Multi- Agency 
VAW Partnership committed to tackling all forms of Violence Against Women 
as defined by the Scottish Government's National Strategy to tackle Violence 
Against Women - Safer Lives: Changed Lives - A shared approach to tackling 
VAW in Scotland, 20091. This document takes its definition of violence 
Against Women from the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women (1993) which follows: 
 
Gender based violence is a function of gender inequality, and an abuse of 
male power and privilege. It takes the form of actions that result in physical, 
sexual and psychological harm or suffering to women and children, or affront 
to their human dignity, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life. It is men who 
predominantly carry out such violence, and women who are predominantly the 
victims of such violence 
 
Accordingly, violence against women encompasses but is not limited to: 
 
Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, within the 
general community or in institutions, including: domestic abuse, rape, incest 
and child sexual abuse; 
 
Sexual harassment and intimidation at work and in the public sphere; 
commercial sexual exploitation, including prostitution, pornography and 
trafficking; 
 
Summary of our position 
 
The WDVAWP workers are strongly supportive of amendment 8 lodged by 
Trish Godman and urge the Justice Committee to support it. Our arguments in 
favour of this amendment can be summarised as follows: 
 
• WDVAWP view prostitution as a form of violence against women, 

representing violation and inequality of women – not a free exchange 
between adults - and believe that all women prostituted are participating in 
a system which is itself unequal. 

 
                                                           
1 Scottish government, COSLA: Safer Lives: Changed Lives - A shared approach to tackling 
VAW in Scotland, 2009 
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• WDVAWP wish to challenge the normalisation of this so-called ‘industry’ 
and we aspire to a world without these forms of exploitation 

 
• WDVAWP believe that you can still promote harm-reduction approaches 

while condemning the systems and structures that promote inequality. We 
would like to see demand criminalised and women supported to exit 
prostitution, and more education for all to prevent prostitution from 
happening.  

 
• WDVAWP agree that it is time the ‘invisible man’ should be recognised 

and tackled.  
 
WDVAWP workers believe that the activities stated above have been shown 
to be harmful for the individual women involved and have a negative impact 
on the position of all women through the objectification of women’s bodies. 
This happens irrespective of whether individual women claim success or 
empowerment from the activity. It is essential to separate sexual activity from 
exploitative sexual activity. 
 
A sexual activity becomes sexual exploitation if it breaches a person’s human 
right to dignity, equality, respect and physical and mental wellbeing. It 
becomes commercial sexual exploitation when another person, or group of 
people, achieves financial gain or advancement through the activity. 
 
WDVAWP agree with current research and literature that for the majority of 
women entering into prostitution their choice is not a freely made positive 
choice. This organisation agree that the facilitation into prostitution stems from 
lack of choice due to structural inequalities in society whereby a women's 
body can be viewed as a commercial commodity to bought and sold and 
normalised as to be no different to that of the trading of goods and services in 
the market place. 
 
Women enter into prostitution for a variety of reasons such as homelessness, 
child sexual abuse, mental ill health, trauma, previous sexual violence, drug 
and alcohol misuse, money pressures and poverty. These factors, which 
serve to lead or force women into prostitution, should not be mistaken for the 
cause of prostitution itself, which is the demand from men to buy sex. If men 
were not prepared to buy sex, then prostitution would not work as a survival 
behaviour.  
 
With this view, WDVAWP have raised awareness and organised training with 
partners across West Dunbartonshire to develop a range of services that 
support women and their children affected by violence including the 
supporting vulnerable young women who are at risk of entering into to all 
forms of commercial sexual exploitation. 
 
Therefore WDVAWP workers support the amendment 8 proposed by Trish 
Goodman and would also urge the Justice Committee to consider other 
measures including better funding and support for prostitution exit 
programmes, changing the fact that prostitution can never be a spent 
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conviction, decriminalising the selling of sex, and developing or promoting 
educational programmes to prevent prostitution and promote gender equality.  
 
We would therefore urge the adoption of amendment 8 now, and ask the 
committee to support the development and funding of clear exit strategies and 
other forms of support for women alongside the changes set out in the 
amendment. 
 
 
Carol Young 
Administrator 
17 March 2010 
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