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Written submission from Rape Crisis Scotland 
 
Amendment 8 
 
1. Rape Crisis Scotland welcomes the opportunity to provide written 
evidence on this amendment.  This is a crucial opportunity for the Justice 
Committee to consider the legislative framework in Scotland in relation to 
prostitution. 
 
2. The harm caused to women by involvement in prostitution has been well 
documented and has been accepted by the Scottish Government in its policy 
document ‘Safer Lives, Changed Lives: A Shared Approach to Tackling Violence 
Against Women in Scotland’ which recognises prostitution as a form of violence 
against women. 
 
3. In order to repeatedly endure this unwanted sex women have to 
dissociate, and many use alcohol or drugs to do so. This is the case irrespective 
of whether the prostitution happens on the street, in a brothel, or in a hotel. The 
vast majority of women in prostitution have suffered childhood neglect, violence 
and abuse. Most are poor and many are homeless and drug addicted. The vast 
majority of women come out of prostitution as poor as when they went in. 
Prostitution undermines gender equality.  Why should we be prepared to accept 
that women who are poor, vulnerable and homeless should be "made available" 
for sexual exploitation? 
 
4. Most men do not buy sex - studies have shown that somewhere between 
10 and 15% of men in the UK have done so.  A significant number of men who 
buy sex later regret it. 25% of men interviewed in Scotland said that they felt 
"significant shame and regret" at having bought sex. 
See www.womenssupportproject.co.uk/content/publications/183,182,216/Challen
gingMensDemandforProstitutioninScotland2008.htm
 
5. In our experience, discussion around legislative and policy approaches to 
prostitution can often be unhelpfully polarised between those who advocate for 
prostitution as ‘sex work’ and a free choice and those who recognise the harms 
caused by prostitution.  As an organisation, Rape Crisis Scotland believes that it 
is possible to work to reduce the harm caused to women in prostitution and at the 
same time put in place strategies to assist women to exit prostitution and to 
challenge the notion that it is acceptable for women’s bodies to be purchased in 
this way. 
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6. For too long in Scotland, institutional discrimination has existed within our 
legal approach to prostitution, with women involved in prostitution being 
criminalised but men who used women in prostitution not facing any real legal 
sanction. The Prostitution (Public Places) (Scotland) Action 2007 was a welcome 
step in starting to address this unequal treatment by the law. The current 
amendment before the Committee provides an opportunity to consider further our 
responses to men who buy sex. If we are serious about eradicating prostitution in 
Scotland, it is essential that we tackle the demand for prostitution. The best way 
of doing this is to criminalise demand. This must be combined with programmes 
to provide support to women involved in prostitution, and assistance with exiting 
prostitution. Public education about the harm caused by prostitution is also 
crucial. 
 
7.  Rape Crisis Scotland supports Amendment 8 and we urge members of the 
Justice Committee to consider giving this amendment their support. 
 
 
Sandy Brindley 
National Co-ordinator 
3 March 2010 
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