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I’m writing to object to the amendments suggesting that purchase of sex and 
advertising of paid-for sex be criminalised in Scotland. I trust that with these 
amendments Scottish government means well, but in reality the outcome will 
be the opposite. 
 
I am a private companion currently working in Scotland so should the 
amendments pass, my business might suffer, but not necessarily so since my 
website is not hosted in the UK and is thus outside Scottish jurisdiction. Also, I 
do not see how my clients can be monitored (surely, Scottish police have 
better things to do than look through my keyhole day and night) - as I 
understand, if they are not seen handing me the payment, then nothing can 
be proven and no one can be charged with a criminal offence. I even have a 
feeling that, for some of them, the idea of a clandestine affair will only add 
charm to our encounter. 
 
I am, however, concerned when it comes to other women involved in 
prostitution, most of whom will be hit hard by this proposed legislation. I’ve 
been working with ECP (English Collective of Prostitutes) for a few years now 
and I know for a fact that most women at the lower end of sex industry are 
single mothers trying to provide for their families. There are two things you 
can do to change their situation: 
 

• Improve the social welfare system so mothers could rely on the state 
when they can’t rely on their men, or  

• Legalise parlours and saunas so these women didn’t have to walk the 
streets and could work safely indoors.  

 
But do not criminalise clients and advertising - this is where pimps come in 
and the women we are talking about have no other choice but to agree to 
pimps’ terms. 
 
Other issues that often come up alongside prostitution are trafficking, coercion 
and violence. As far as I’m aware, these are already criminalised and having a 
second ban on them will not make them disappear. 
 
I am sure many people before me have listed the benefits of controlled sex 
industry as opposed to criminalised one, so I’ll leave it at this. There are two 
more issues I would like to point out though. 
 
First of all, please take it into consideration that there are men out there who, 
through age, physical disfigurement, personality traits, ablutophobia or a 
particular fetish, are not able to find partners who’d be willing to engage in 
sexual activities with them without being rewarded for it. The new 
amendments will deprive them of any sexual contact. The same refers to 
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disabled people. Can you imagine a life where the only physical touch you get 
is when someone pushes you on a bus? 
 
Also, I would like to remind you that there are some sexually frustrated men 
out there who, when they can’t buy what they want, will take it by force, which 
puts women and children in their proximity at risk of rape and sexual abuse. 
 
I have only moved to Scotland 2 months ago and don’t want to have to pack 
my bags again, however, should my business suffer, I will move back to 
England and settle down in Carlisle or Newcastle to enjoy the benefits of both 
English and Scottish clientele (for whom it will only be an hour’s drive). I’m 
pretty sure I will not be the only one to move. This brings up the issue of 
money. Scots are known to be sexually insatiable and most working girls pay 
taxes, so if not our safety and wellbeing, then, hopefully, at least the thought 
of how much money will be going from Scotland to England will bring you 
back to reality. 
 
Whether you criminalise clients or sex workers or both, prostitution will always 
be there - it’s been around since time immemorial and a few words on a piece 
of paper will not change the fact that men want women, it will only make 
things difficult for you and for us. So please reconsider these amendments. 
Should you require any additional information, I am willing to meet the Justice 
Committee to give oral evidence. 
 
 
Jill Mariengoff 
17 March 2010 
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