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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Amanda Lewis 
 
I am writing to lodge my objection to the amendment proposed by Trish 
Godman. 
 
Whilst I would dearly love to see all forms of coercion and trafficking in the sex 
industry eradicated once and for all. I fail to see how making prostitution illegal 
will help anybody.  
 
Trafficking, violence against women and rape are already illegal and more 
legislation won’t make them go away. In this case it will make them more 
difficult to find though. If what is desired is an “out of sight, out of mind” 
situation, then by all means criminalise prostitution. I and others like me will 
then, for all intents and purposes, lose our recourse to the law. There will be 
people who will use this fact against us.  
 
I am an independent prostitute currently working in the North of Scotland. 
Should you - against all sane reasoning – choose to vote for this amendment, 
I will become a commuter. I will travel to places where the law is on my side, 
but not everyone will be able to do so. The less fortunate, the girls who may 
well be coerced etc will not be able to jump into their cars and pop over the 
border to England for a few days. They will be forced to work in back alleys, 
away from prying eyes. Without any legal way to advertise, they will find 
pimps to provide punters. Rather than help these people, this amendment will 
drive them underground and leave them at the mercy of criminals.  
 
As independent, law abiding, taxpaying sex workers I would question why we 
are seemingly the subject of a sudden witch hunt? Why amendments are 
quietly added at the eleventh hour? Should we not have our chance to speak 
and defend ourselves and our industry? Since when have we been governed 
by Puritans who seek to legislate on our activities in the bedroom? Since 
when have sexual relations between consenting adults been anyone else’s 
business?  
 
I urge you to reject this amendment. 
 
 
Amanda Lewis 
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