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Written submission from St Andrews Preservation Trust 
 
The Trust would wish to submit the following short statement of evidence in relation to 
the above consultation. 
 
Firstly we would wish to fully support the evidence by Mr Andy Wightman and urge the 
committee to hear oral evidence from Mr Wightman who is one of the foremost 
authorities in this area. 
 
As a Preservation Trust we are acutely aware of the value of common good land as a 
community asset and resource. It cannot currently be removed from public ownership 
without a due legal process. 
 
In a town like St Andrews, much common good land has been in the care of local 
government for up to 500 years to be used for the benefit of the community. Sometimes 
common good assets have been disposed of for purely short term financial benefits. 
 
We believe that there are situations in which long-term leases have been negotiated for 
common good land in the belief that this allowed beneficial use without jeopardising the 
principle of continuing public ownership. 
 
However, unless the principle of common good land remaining in public ownership - 
unless its disposal is approved of through the required judicial oversight; ie the consent 
of the court - the principles inherent in the public ownership of common good land will 
be eroded to the detriment of the communities which have been granted these rights, 
often, as in the case of St Andrews and neighbouring Cupar, by Royal Charters which 
has been carefully observed and safeguarded in most cases for over 400 years. 
 
We submit therefore that communities should not be deprived of these ancient and 
inalienable rights as a consequence of a Bill to convert long-term leases. Protection 
against inappropriate disposal can be achieved simply by exempting common good land 
and assets from the current Bill.  
 
We wish to recommend this sensible measure to the Justice Committee 
 
 
David Middleton 
Planning Policy Convener 
12 January 2011 
 


