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Because no Scottish council, due to the timescale, has yet been able to comply with a 
register of all common good land, in this case heritables (land and property), as set out 
in the guidelines of the Scottish Executive to all council chief executives and also to all 
Scottish council finance directors, dated 12 March 2007, which contain the specific 
expectations of Audit Scotland, namely …”for ensuring that common good assets are 
properly recorded and insured … to discharge their stewardship responsibilities councils 
need to maintain accurate asset registers which indentify common good assets as such, 
distinct from the general body of assets under their control …” 
 
I addition, Mr Craig Russell, Deputy Director, Efficiency and Transformational 
Government, has written to the Public Petitions Committee, 6 May 2010 … “the 
following summarises our findings: 
 

 Two councils (Dundee and Highland) do not have asset registers in place. 
Dundee does check titles of any land prior to disposal and Highland is putting 
process in place to review common good assets. 

 19 councils have common good asset registers in place. 

 Three councils are making good progress towards having an asset register in 
place (Inverclyde, Perth and Kinross, Orkney). 

 Six audits did not comment on common good assets (Argyll and Bute, 
Clackmannan, East Renfrewshire, North Lanarkshire, Shetland and Western 
Isles). Most of these claim not to have common good assets with the exception of 
Argyll and Bute and Clackmannan. 

 One council has no fixed common good assets hence does not have a register. 

 One council (West Lothian) has very few common good assets so includes them 
within the council’s asset register.” 

 
I have received a (requested) 2010 list from Scottish Borders Council (SBC) of 599 
leases, but SBC is not yet able to state which are common good heritable assets. 
 
In view of all the above I recommend that the Committee exempt all common good 
assets from the provisions of the Bill. 
 
 
Mary Mackenzie 
18 January 2011  
 


