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Justice Committee 
 

Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill 
 

Written submission from the Soroptimists International Inverness and Nairn 
 
The Policy Memorandum states that the Bill has two main aims: to increase access 
to justice for victims of domestic abuse and to enable police and prosecutors to 
provide a more robust response to breached orders which in turn may deter abusers 
from further abusive action. 
 
The aim to increase access to justice for victims of domestic abuse and to enable 
police and prosecutors to provide a more robust response to breached orders which 
in turn may deter abusers from further abusive action. 
 
The Bill will amend the Protection from Harassment Act 1997 to remove the 
requirement to show a course of conduct before a non-harassment order can be 
granted in civil proceedings involving domestic abuse. The Bill will also amend the 
Legal Aid (Scotland) Act 1986 to make legal aid available without means testing in 
respect of all applications for an interdict with a power of arrest or a non-harassment 
order where domestic abuse is involved. 
 
We in Inverness Nairn Soroptimists International wish to promote and enjoy 
equity and equality for women and the Bill proposed would go some way to giving 
woman security, ensuring fairer access to civil legal protection for those experiencing 
domestic abuse thus giving them a stronger footing to respond to those who breach 
civil legal orders. 
 
We also believe that Legal Aid must be made available in respect of all applications 
for an interdict with a power of arrest and non-harassment order where abuse is 
involved. This too would afford equality, as men are considered defendants and are 
as such permitted to claim Legal Aid.    
 
The breach of the interdict should be made a criminal offence and the police given 
the power of arrest in such cases. 
 
The law at this time does not address the Human Rights of women caught in this 
predicament and leaves them trapped, often without the ability to finance an Interdict 
if  necessary to protect themselves and their children. 
 
Soroptimist International strive for: 

1)The advancement of the status of women; 
2) High ethical standards; 
3) Human Rights for all; 
4) Equality, development and peace. 

 
This Bill as it is very much in line with the aims and objectives of our organisation 
and we fully support it. 
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Billie Wealleans 
President, SI Inverness and Nairn 
2 September 2010 


