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Justice Committee 
 

Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill 
 

Written submission from the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission is the statutory body with responsibility 
to protect individuals against discrimination, to enforce the laws on equality and to 
promote fairness and human rights for everyone.  
 
The Commission welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Domestic Abuse 
(Scotland) Bill and welcomes its aims of increased access to justice for victims of 
domestic abuse and the ability of police and prosecutors to have a more robust 
response to breached civil protection orders. 
 
In the last year there were over 50,000 reported cases of domestic abuse in 
Scotland1. The Commission believes that everyone has a right to a life free from 
violence, abuse and harm.  Domestic abuse is normally perpetrated by men, against 
women2 and the Commission is clear that domestic violence is both a cause and 
symptom of gender inequality. Most victims of domestic abuse experience 
systematic and repeated incidents of psychological, physical and sexual violence3. 
Reporting and attempting to leave these situations is often a difficult process and 
leaves victims vulnerable and open to further and heightened attacks. 
 
For this reason, the Commission welcomes legislation which would give victims of 
domestic abuse greater access to justice and a better chance of being able to leave 
violent relationships successfully.  
 
By removing the requirement for means testing access to Legal Aid, this Bill 
acknowledges that in a violent relationship finances are often shared between the 
victim and their abuser. This means that to pursue Civil Protection Orders through 
the court system can often be difficult and costly. No victim of domestic abuse should 
ever be forced to forsake their safety because they cannot afford it. 
 
Giving the police and prosecution powers to treat breaches of Civil Protection Orders 
as a criminal offence will mean that police forces and courts in Scotland can send a 
clear message to abusers that domestic violence should not happen and will not be 
tolerated. It will allow police forces and prosecutors proactively to seek to protect 
victims, where they are currently limited by the scope of the law. 
 
The Commission is pleased to offer its support to the aims and objectives of this Bill, 
and believes it will be a step towards protecting victims of domestic abuse and 
addressing a significant feature of gender inequality. 
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While the Commission believes that other organisations responding to this 
consultation may be better placed to offer in depth, detailed oral evidence we would 
be happy to offer oral evidence if required.  
 
 
Ros Micklem 
National Director for Scotland 
10 September 2010 


