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4 After section 40, insert— 

<Parole: victims’ representation 

Victims’ representation at Parole Board hearings 

(1) Section 17 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 7) is amended as follows. 

(2) After subsection (1), insert— 

“(1A) Representations under subsection (1) may include notification by the victim of 
a desire to be heard (either in person or through a representative) at the relevant 
hearing of the Parole Board for Scotland. 

(1B) In this section, the “relevant hearing” of the Board is the hearing at which the 
Board is to consider the convicted person’s case in order to decide whether to 
recommend, or direct, that person’s release on licence (and if there are to be a 
number of hearings which otherwise meet this description, the Board may 
determine which is the relevant hearing for the purposes of this section).”. 

(3) In subsection (3), for “Parole Board for Scotland” substitute “Board”. 

(4) After subsection (5), insert— 

“(5A) Where representations are made under subsection (1) which include 
notification of a desire to be heard at the relevant hearing, the Board must— 

(a) give the victim reasonable notice in writing of when and where the 
hearing is to take place and invite the victim to— 

(i) attend the hearing, with or without an accompanying person, in 
order to be heard in person; or  

(ii) send a representative to the hearing to be heard on the victim’s 
behalf; 

(b) in so doing, give the victim appropriate information about the hearing 
and how it is likely to be conducted, including in particular— 

(i) information about any parts of the hearing from which the victim 
and any accompanying person are, or the victim’s representative 
is, to be excluded, and  

(ii) any limits on their participation during the other parts of the 
hearing; 

(c) at the hearing, afford the victim (or the victim’s representative) a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard. 

(5B) A victim’s representative may only be a member of the victim’s immediate 
family or a friend of the victim. 

(5C) In reaching its decision at or after the hearing, the Board must take account 
of— 

(a) any written representations made under subsection (1); and 



(b) anything said by the victim (or the victim’s representative) at the 
hearing.”. 

(5) In section 20(4) of the Prisoners and Criminal Proceedings (Scotland) Act 1993 (c.9) 
(Parole Board rules), after paragraph (ba) insert— 

“(bb) in relation to victims who have made representations under section 17(1) 
of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 7) which include 
notifications of a desire to be heard at the relevant hearing (within the 
meaning of subsection (1B) of that section), enabling such victims to 
attend such hearings of the Board;”.> 


