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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Maisie Campbell 
 
The personal, social, moral and political perspective of a professional 
escort 
 
Why is it that some Members in the Scottish Parliament and some social 
researchers further afield treat us women like children or imbeciles, unable to 
make our own choices in entering prostitution? We are not all young girls 
brought in from Eastern Europe or craving for our next drug fix. It is a joyful 
occupation to be a professional escort working at the high end of the market 
and one gets to meet a lot of interesting people, but it is still hard work which I 
have done for the last 10 years since I graduated. The decision to take up 
sex-work was entirely my own without any pressure from anyone. That 
remains the case and it seems to me to be complete and unrealistic nonsense 
for armchair feminists and social theorists to claim that all women engaged in 
sex-work are abused and exploited simply by selling sex and that violence is 
necessarily associated with that work. I and all my independent escort friends 
at the high end of this ancient profession really enjoy what we are doing and 
take pride in it. We like the social connection of serving our loyal clients, 
meeting new ones and greatly enjoy the physical and material comforts which 
that work gives us. They say that a prostitute is a woman who makes many 
men happy rather then one man sad, and overall we are probably talking 
about serving the needs of nearly 20% of the Scottish male population, of all 
classes and occupations, high and low. For my part I am extremely selective, 
choosing my clients carefully and restricting myself to seeing one or two at 
most in any one day, and that on intermittent days. Many of us support our 
families with our earnings. During my 10 years in the profession I have never 
suffered abuse or violence of any kind and in fact am sure that many of my 
clients treat me with greater respect and kindness than their own wives. In 
that time I have learnt a lot about the strengths and weaknesses of the human 
character and often discuss my clients’ problems with them, offering sound 
advice where I can. There is actually a large element of caring for other 
human beings which goes into sex-work and it pays to be a good listener. 
First one must relax the client, then engage him in conversation, entertain 
him, find his sense of humour and try to become involved in his interests, 
whether in sport, art, music, business, politics or current affairs which 
generally means trying to keep up to date on several fronts; I do this by 
reading the Sunday ‘heavies’ to keep up with events of the week before.  The 
actual sex bit, if there is any at all, is actually a small part of the total 
experience. This is a very high personal-maintenance occupation and one 
must constantly look to one’s physical appearance to remain attractive to the 
client. This includes watching one’s diet and visiting the gym two or three 
times a week, renewing one’s wardrobe with new lingerie, dresses and shoes, 
purchasing expensive beauty products and regularly visiting the beautician 
and tanning parlour. It involves detailed and extreme attention to personal 
hygiene and cleanliness and also keeping one’s flat or house perfectly clean 
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for oneself and one’s clients before, throughout, and between dates in order 
to stave off health risks. It involves attention to one’s internet advertising to 
keep one’s image and profile fresh and exciting for the clients. And it involves 
time spent travelling to and from dates (‘outcalls’), including to other parts of 
the UK. It is a constant process of invention and re-invention and it requires 
the application of a lot of time, mental effort, money and work. Constantly 
living up to the expectations and interests of different men, always being in a 
good mood for a date, pushing one’s own day-to-day personal problems to 
the back of one’s mind and not taking them out on the client during a date, is 
all hard mental work requiring self discipline. The mark of a good escort is that 
she is able to meet her client’s expectations and help him leave the real world 
of problems outside the door for an hour or two and enter a world of fantasy 
with her in which he is made to feel very, very special. The moment of 
physical intimacy, when the escort and her client are the most important 
people in the world for each other at that instant, is actually only a small but 
important part of the experience; true love is just one style of having sex but 
simply because one might not be in love with the client does not mean that 
the act of love is not personal and intimate. The act of sex is not actually the 
whole experience of a date and to view it as such is to regard the occupation 
of an escort very crudely.  Sometimes in fact sexual activity, by which I mean 
penetrative vaginal sexual intercourse, or ‘full vanilla’ as it is referred to in our 
business, does not take place at all. Some clients simply wish to talk, others 
simply wish evening companionship at dinner, others wish prostate massage 
or other ‘comforts’, some wish role play of various kinds, including being 
dominated in a manner reminiscent of their childhood, while others wish the 
application of pain on some part of their bodies. Being a professional escort 
therefore is all about the social service of responding to a masculine demand 
in the provision in a number of forms of a full ‘gfe’ (‘girl friend experience’) or 
acting like a part time and caring wife, though sometimes providing services 
that a wife may not willingly provide. Human beings are all different and that 
makes sex-work exciting. 
   
I am afraid therefore that I will regard it as a form of violence perpetrated on 
me if paternalistic legislation is used to take away my right to work as an 
escort and with it my income, happiness and self-respect, as well as a form of 
violence against the rights to happiness of nearly 20% of the male population 
of this country. It is sad to reflect that if prohibition takes place it will be 
following the impulsive and recent initiative of one angry Glasgow Councillor 
against the low end of the profession supported by one MSP.  
   
I have been told that in England the law is to change next month to criminalise 
a sexual transaction with a coerced woman, but not to ban the sale of sex 
altogether. I could live with that more tolerant position and wonder why 
everyone in Scotland cannot be treated in the same way. It seems to me to be 
unjust and unfair that the responsible top end of the profession should suffer 
by a total ban on its activities for the irresponsible behaviour of a few bad men 
at the bottom.    
   
To the extent that Parliament may allow the majority of us to be penalised as 
a result of the activities of some nasty criminal elements possibly controlling a 



CJL/S2/56 

3 

minority of women at the low end of the sex market, the suspicion will linger 
that there is concealed in such legislation an underlying moral judgement; that 
is that Parliament is simply passing these amendments because it does not 
like prostitution at any level. With such a morally fundamentalist position 
Parliament may be seen as a sort of ‘Tartan Taliban’, taking Scotland back 
hundreds of years. And if Parliament does criminalise paid-for sex it will be 
trying to send the water back up the waterfall; the need for sex and comfort is 
a human need, as real and natural as eating and drinking and all the other 
functions of the body, and if that need is frustrated it will lead to damaging 
social consequences elsewhere.  
   
What I and the rest of the adult population in Scotland do willingly with our 
bodies, without causing harm to anybody, in the privacy of our own bedrooms 
and on what terms and with whom is in my view absolutely not the affair of 
any legislature and I know of no political party in Parliament with any mandate 
to make laws about these very private things.   
 
I would therefore respectfully request the Justice Committee to reject the 
amendments to Section 34 of the Bill. 
 
 
Maisie Campbell 
17 March 2010 


